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A main issue in Arendt writings is impossibility of action in modern bureaucratic
society. Milan Kundera argued that a novel’s fundamental problem is action. This
study discusses similarity between Arendt and Kundera's readings with reference to
important Novels. Transition from epic world to Novel world means going beyond
action and movement territory to reaction and ineffective territory. Adventures
reduces to commands. Don Quixote, contrary to Homer heroes, has suffered a defeat
at all. The despair of action, makes Flaubert novel’s character (Madame bovary)
seek refuge in inside world and it makes her to withdraw from reality.
Bureaucratization of life is allowed to dominate impersonal and unnamed powers
over Kafka’s Novels personalities and they are no longer in touch with reality.
Kafka’s Novels give us some examples for lack of action in a bureaucratic society.
This world isnot tragic, but it is ironic. Considering Arendt and Kundera views, in
bureaucratic world, action as poetical thing is revealed; not similar to Lyric poetic
that Romantics promotes, but a surrealistic poetic: poetic as an unexpected events
and surprising intersections and interrupting a dominant plot.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In " On the Genealogy of Morals", Nietzsche criticizes the morals of Christianity because he saw it as a
representative of the slaves' manner against the so-called Greek nobleman which turned Homer's epic action
into reactive forces. More precisely, from Nietzsche's point of view, the condemnation of Jewish and
Christian ethics was to marginalize spontaneous action from the realm of culture. This critique of Nietzsche
was followed by Nietzsche's followers in the 20th century (existentialists and postmodernists).

Hannah Arendt, like Nietzsche, saw the transition from the Greek world to the modern world as a
transition from action to inactivity. From Arendt's point of view, he saw a real example of this inactivity in
the character of Eichmann (one of the Nazi leaders), which he discusses in a book of the same title
(Eichmann in Jerusalem); Eichmann was considered as downgrading of the individual to the employee.

Kundera's attention to Kafka was due to the fact that Kafka had prophesied many years before the
absolute domination of the bureaucracy the reduction of society to a "great administration”. In Kafka's
reading, similar to Arendt, bureaucracy is not a sociological system. Rather, it is a kind of ontological
displacement. A society that does not have an individual only has an employee. Milan Kundera sees the
history of the novel as the impossible narrative of action in the modern world.

As an interdisciplinary reading, this main objective of this article is to show what is the relationship
between Arendt's ideas and Kundera's reading of the novel, especially Kafka's novels?

Hannah Arendt did not write a direct text about the novel. He was a political philosopher and theorist.
As a result, he focused on the realm of politics. Kundera only alludes to Arendt momentarily. According to
the author, there are, however, many similarities between Kundera's understanding of the place of action in
the history of the novel and Arendt's understanding of this concept. Although Kundera never acknowledges
Arendt's influence on his views, the similarities are so great that they confirm Kundera's influence on Arendt.
The author assumes that Arendt's attitude can be used as a theoretical basis for understanding "action" in
Kundera's works.

Findings
The main purpose of the present article is to prove this hypothesis. Indeed, the analysis of the world of
Kafka's novels is the intersection of Kundera's ideas with Arendt's philosophy.

In disclosing Arendt's reading, it can be argued that in the process of bureaucratizing life, man is reduced
to a programmed being who can never transgress the general procedures and dominant structures. His action
will be nothing but repeating the established procedures and following pre-existing trends and predictable
affairs. In other words, the process of life becomes the sole actor without any attention to the individual.
Rather, one who is not able to pursue his own possibilities, creating his own unique ways cannot be an exact
meaning of individual.

In Arendt's reading, the ability to act is nothing more than the "ability to start something new," to bring
to life with no precedent. Kundera also believes that "action™ appears at the point of violation of the plot
where rupture and disruption occur in continuous procedures. Where the dramatic process is interrupted,
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the character of the story transgresses the dominant plot, the poetry of the action begins; "Action™ as a poetic
action always appears in successive pauses and beginnings. For Kundera, as life becomes bureaucratized,
"story" is reduced to "order," and action becomes impossible as untimely and unpredictable.

Arendt reemphasizes that Eichmann / employee knows nothing but orders and regulations. Fictional
characters are required to regulate their behavior according to the principles of the plot, as employees follow
the rules.

Kafka seems to be equally fundamental to Arendt and Kundera. That is because Kafka was a pioneer to
address the dangers of becoming bureaucratic in a period when the bureaucracy had not yet grown
exponentially. For Kafka, "employee" is not a job, it is the worst kind of metamorphosis. The employee is
not an individual case, it is a distorted process; His condition is not an exception or a local condition, it is a
rule for the existence of modern man. In this sense, Kundera accords Arendt in explaining why it is
impossible to act.

Conclusions

One of the important results of the present study is that the concepts of "what is action" (philosophy),
"bureaucracy" (sociology and politics) and "plot" (literature and narrative) are understood in relation to each
other.

Kafka's novels have creatively revealed this triple relation. Marxist ideological critics who see Kafka's
writings as promoting a kind of inaction and inactivity fail to understand these ratios. By asking about the
"conditions of action", Kafka wants to pave the way for a state of activism. Criticism of bureaucracy in
Kafka's writings means critique of circumstances that have made action impossible.

Considering Arendt and Kundera views, in bureaucratic world, action as poetical thing is revealed; not
similar to Lyric poetic that Romantics promotes, but a surrealistic poetic: poetic as an unexpected events
and surprising intersections and interrupting a dominant plot.
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