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The primary goal of education in 19th-century was to acquire knowledge. But
Steiner-Waldorf rejected this principle and stated that knowledge is only one of the
tools by which one teaches, so one of the forms of mental and moral development
for the upbringing of a child's entire domain is to pay attention to the child's
intellectual, emotional and voluntary dimensions. With this interpretation, the
present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing and reflecting on the
philosophy of Steiner-Waldorf education using qualitative method of content
analysis. The study community was library documents, research reports and searches
on global Internet networks. The findings indicate that the purpose of Waldorf's
philosophy of education is to create balance between different aspects of the soul
(thinking, feelings and desires) and the body, and therefore emphasizes on creative
constructive games, story, rhythm, movement and music. Waldorf considers the
nature of human beings to be based on the humanity and development of the child's
spirituality and refers to three stages of growth of the head, heart and hands. The
head’s approach to cognitive learning, the heart's approach to conflict and emotional
learning, and the hand’s approach to practical activity emphasize that manual skill
and physical strength are combined with common sense and willpower in productive
action. Consequently, with regard to emphasizes the element of spirituality and
morality, there can be no moral progress, both personally and socially, regardless of
spirituality and morality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Waldorf Steiner Education Movement is a comprehensive educational style created by Austrian
professor Rudolf Joseph Lawrence Steiner. Waldorf's educational movement began in the years after World
War | and gradually Waldorf schools became the world's largest private schools. The main goal at Waldorf
School is to preserve and grow the natural and spiritual lives of children.

The Waldorf educational system, in which knowledge, art and skills are necessary and necessary for each
other in education, was created with the aim of training free-thinking people who love goodness and respect
their rights and respect their rights and others. In this type of education, educators seek to create a balance
between intellectual thinking and intuitive thinking. In his opinion, modern educational systems have been
oblivious to intuitive thinking. Steiner considers man to have three existential dimensions of spirituality,
spirit and body whose talents must be developed in three stages of development, named as early childhood,
middle childhood and adolescence. He believes that in all three seven-year periods, emotions, tendencies
and thinking dominate other aspects of the learner's existence, respectively.

Waldorf's educational philosophy is very close to the principles and foundations of Gestalt psychology.
In this view, child's experience and his direct work is special, because it is based on these experiences child
can better explore and understand his world. Steiner's growth theory has significant similarities with Piaget
and Kohlberg theories. But he went beyond Piaget and Kohlberg by establishing a more comprehensive
correlation between human physical and spiritual development. Comparative analysis between Steiner
model and Piaget and Kohlberg's theories shows that Steiner's educational philosophy is more important
and necessary for studying and discussing in educational organization.

Methodology

In this study, descriptive research method has been used. The required information and data have been
reviewed and collected through referring to library documents, research reports and searches on global
Internet networks.

Discussion

According to Steiner, human beings are inherently spiritual, and our body is merely the form in which the
spirit lives and the instrument through which the spirit functions. According to this view, humans are divine
beings moving to superior Deity. So, one is the manifestation of a divine spiritual being who descends from
spirit-spirit existence and in this world evolves in physical-physical existence between birth and death.
Humans are constantly evolving at both specialized and general levels. The process of spiritual and physical
development, occurs in three stages from birth to the age of 21.

Education requires a comprehensive understanding of the physical and spiritual structure of human
beings that grows throughout people’s lives. The main task of education is to meet the developmental needs
of people in childhood and youth. One of the primary shortcomings of the common educational system in
the Steiner era was disregard for human spiritual life. Steiner says the universe is created in the spirit and
comes out of the spirit, and that human creation can only be fruitful when it comes from the spirit, so the
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human spirit must also be trained. Steiner believes that traditional education has a materialistic nature and
is incapable of understanding how man establishes spiritual relationships with the world. Because in it, the
description of man is summarized only in the physical dimension and his spiritual dimensions are not taken
into consideration. Steiner sees the only solution to this disorder is to polish spirituality in the human spirit
through education so that man finds from within himself the path of progress and development and
civilization

Steiner's believes that if a child is offered a balanced and creative curriculum, he or she will become creative
and flexible in adulthood. The purpose is to create balance and harmony between different aspects of the
soul (thinking, feelings and desires) and the body that emphasizes constructive and creative games, stories
and music. Waldorf considers the nature of human beings to be based on humanity and the growth of
spirituality and refers to three periods of growth of the head, heart and hands. In the head-to-face approach
to cognitive learning, in the heart's approach to conflict and emotional learning, and in the hand approach,
it emphasizes practical activity in which manual skill and physical strength are combined with intellect and
willpower in productive action. No individual and social moral progress can be made regardless of the
element of spirituality and morality. With this description, education in the present world, requires an
orientation based on ethics and spirituality that educational systems in the world instead of paying attention
to the traditional approach of education, which is knowledge-based education, should turn toward the growth
of spirituality and understanding the human meaning of living.
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