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One of the philosophies of education has been developed in pragmatism. Peirce was
the founder of the pragmatism. He did not directly address the philosophy of
education; however, the theory of inquiry is one of the fundamental principles of his
philosophy which discusses the cognition and fixation of belief based upon it.

The believes that cause human’s behaviors and actions. He argues four methods
of the fixation of belief. In his view, three (out of the four) methods are not
acceptable and only one method is appropriate for the fixation of belief.

This paper aims to understand if there is a link between Peirce’s ideas and the
theories of education? If yes, whether this link is consistent with what Peirce found?
The aim of the theory of education is training people to fixate believes leading to
right actions.

The research method applied in this study is on one hand, a descriptive-analytical-
comparative, and on the other hand, a desk study.

This paper compared Peirce’s methods with common theories of education and
found that we can benefit from other theories, in addition to Peirce’s methods.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Education is one of the topics that has had a particular position in pragamtism philosophies from the very
beginning. Peirce, the founder of this school of philosophy (pragmatism), has not directly addressed
education. However, there are some ideas in his philosophies that have the potential to be applied in
philosophy of education. This paper’s argument is focused on the requirements of Peirce’s theories in
relation to the philosophy of education. This paper answers the following research question: is there a
specific philosophical principle in the Peirce’s pragmatist philosophy to be applied in the arguments on
education and is it possible to link Peirce’s ideas to theories of education? To answer this question, we use
one of the Peirce’s main philosophical views, the ‘theory of inquiry’, as a basis and we find out the link
between the requirements of his philosophical theories and the theory of education.

Methodology

The research method applied in this study is on one hand, a descriptive-analytical-comparative,
and on the other hand, a desk study. Relevant literature related to the topic were searched through
available academic sources (e.g., available internet databases in Persian language and available
books and articles) and a descriptive-analytical-comparative analysis was applied.

Discussion

The ‘theory of inquiry’ argues Peirce’s ideas on belief and doubt. The significance of this theory is in
explaining how human believs and convictions are formed — known as the fixation of the belief. The
convictions upon which human’s actions and behaviours at individual and social levels occure. In order to
observe right actions of people in the society, first, people should be educated on how to achieve the right
belives. It is the educational institutions’ task in every society to offer the best and the most suitable method
of the fixation of the belief so that it can get the best outcome of it. Peirce introduces four methods of the
fixation of the belief, in general, and he consideres some of them justified, where as some of them are not.
The Peirce’s four methods of the fixation of belief are comparable with common theories of education,
including theory of dogmatism, theory of authoritarianism, theory of constructivism, and theory of
experimental science education. This comparison shows that Peirce does not identify his first method (i.e.,
the tenacity method) suitable due to being dogmatic and biased. Therefore, this method is not considered as
an effective method in education and consequently, it is rejected as an educational method. Peirce is not in
favour of the second and the third methods (i.e., the authority method and a priori method, respectively) and
he beieves that these two methods are not effective either. However, scrutinizing these two methods in
education shows that each method has their own efficiency and especial position and they can be positively
effective in education. Pierce positively considers the fourth method (the scientific method) and he identified
only this method as a suitable method for the fixation of the beilief. Although this method is completely
practical and can be applied in scientific science, it alone cannot meet all the needs of all apects of human
life and Pierce does not pay enough attention to its shortcomings. Therefore, out of the four methods, the
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first method is not suitable for education, and the other three methods, each, can contribute to the theories
of education and complement each other.

Conclusion

The learners are not expected to recognize the use of each of these methods just when form the conviction
(fixate the bilief). However, hopefully, teaching these methods to them enables them to use these methods
well in different aspects of their life, even in their everyday life. Applying a combination of the three
methods (i.e., the authority method, a priori method, and the scientific method) in education could be more
satisfactory. While we agree with Pierce about confirming suitability of the scientific method, we believe
that applying the authority method and a priori method would be also quite useful.
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2, Jean- Jacques Rousseau
3, Immanuel Kant
4. Lew Vygotsky
5. Jean Piaget
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