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Philosophy for Children (P4C) is a program developed by Matthew Lipman in the
context of the philosophy of pragmatism and influenced by new theories of
psychology, especially Vygotsky's. This program undoubtedly has philosophical
presuppositions and principles about "being", "man" and "knowledge". Belief in a
changing and evolving world, belief in the young rational human being, and the
acceptance of dynamic knowledge in the P4C program indicate the specific
worldview of this project and provide the basis for asking fundamental questions
about the philosophical foundations of this program. An appropriate answer to these
questions can be obtained by explaining the contexts of the emergence of PAC in the
history of philosophy. With this kind of attitude, this article tries to explain the
philosophical foundations of PAC in terms of "ontology", "anthropology" and
"epistemology” from the point of view of the founder of this program, Matthew
Lipman. itis concluded that according to Lipman, P4C's presupposition of the world
is a realistic view in which the world is evolving, and P4C 's young man has,
according to John Dewey's pragmatic theory and Vygotsky's psychological theories,
the capacity to philosophize, and this capacity must be nurtured from childhood, and
PAC 's knowledge is true justified belief that develops as the child interacts with the
world through experience and reason in the context of society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to today's new insights, children are able to understand theoretical and philosophical meanings
in a special way. The existence of such an insight and approach in recent decades has led to the development
of a program called "Philosophy for Children" by Matthew Lipman, abbreviated as PAC. In this article, we
intend to describe and analyze a somewhat comprehensive philosophical analysis of the philosophical
foundations of P4AC from the perspective of the founder of this current in the world, Matthew Lipman, which
no such comprehensive research has been conducted in our country. In this article, we have tried to analyze

and explain the philosophical principles of "ontology", "anthropology" and "epistemology" of P4C:

Ontology

According to Lipman, children are amazed at the world and its nature, and this amazement is a reason for
children to seek meaning, so the same search for meaning leads children to know existence. Basically, one
who seeks to find the truth and meaning of something, he or she considers it as a real thing, so a realist view
dominates P4C. In response to the question, "How far is the realm of existence in PAC?" Given the nature
of the PAC program, we answer: To the extent that children ask about the universe according to the
assumptions they make about their culture and society and it can include the material and immaterial worlds.
In PAC, existence is variable, which means that the universe is constantly changing and evolving in the
direction and flow of P4C.

Anthropology

Believing in the ability of children to philosophize and paying attention to the format of the story to nurture
it on one hand and believing in the effect of language on children's intellectual development and using it in
the P4AC program on the other hand, emerges a new chapter in philosophical anthropology in the history of
philosophy. "the Community of Inquiry" in PAC does not mean the originality of society and the credibility
of individuals, but Individuals achieve individual intellectual development through research, not through
their individual identity in society. Thus, human identity and personality in P4C is dynamic and evolving,
but it does not lose its originality and evolves in interaction with others.

Epistemology

The meaning of knowledge in P4C is the same as its dominant meaning, which is "justified honest belief”
because children in PAC want to discuss their beliefs in the classroom community and find their justifications
and realize whether they are right or wrong and correct them if necessary. It is not possible to achieve P4C
without any interaction with the world and knowing it. It becomes clear, then, that the possibility of such an
interaction and "knowledge" of the world is assumed to be obtained through the experience and reasoning
of this knowledge. According to Lipman, the realm and scope of cognition in the PAC program includes
aesthetic, moral, social and religious issues. Children want to gain knowledge in this area by using the
experience and interaction they have with their surroundings and others, and also by the method of
reasoning. In the P4C scheme, the intellect is considered as a "tool™ of cognition, but experience is presented
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as a method and source of knowledge, and the "teacher" is placed in the role of contributing to the better
realization of thinking and reflection, not in the role of inducing a particular belief. According to lipman,
the logic used in P4C is considered in three senses: "formal logic", "good reason approach™ and "rational
practice”. In this program, they try to reach a common point of view and their differences are similar to the

differences among thinkers in different fields of science and do not mean epistemological relativism.

Conclusion

"Ontology" in P4C has a realistic form because children have the talent to understand the meaning
and seek to discover the meaning of the world, so their premise is the existence of a real world
independent of their minds. Of course, the world that children know is changeable, expanding and
becomes more evolving through the experience and interaction with the environment.

P4C’S "anthropology" is based on some factors such as the "child", his rational talent, the use
of language in thinking, the use of the capacity of the story and the possibility of children's
intellectual development in the form of a Community of Inquiry. P4C’S anthropology is different
from the philosophical issues of metaphysics and psychology that have usually been among
philosophers

"Epistemology" of PAC considers knowledge as a possible thing and to achieve knowledge, the
tools of experience, reason and the format of the story are used. In order to gain knowledge, the
PAC program uses logical rules to think correctly and encourages children to act wisely in life. The
differences and pluralities of opinions in children's thoughts in the P4C program are similar to the
diversity of opinions in other fields of science and differ from relativism in knowledge
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