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: Abstract

: This Ethnographic Research which has been done among the homeless drug
¢ users of the Darvazeh Ghar neighborhood in Tehran investigates the desire of
: some of them to become homeless. Against conventional views that relate the
: homelessness of drug users to economic and patronage issues, | concentrate on
: the birth of a new culture which produces negative intellectual and emotional
i categories about addicts. The violence of culture starts in the family, with the
¢ notion that becoming a drug user stigmatizes the family and erases its reputation
: and face. Then, the addicts have to become homeless, and stigmatized to save
: their families from stigma. The violence of culture extends to the relatives,
¢ public, and state, with the notion that the drug users are worthless people and
: even threaten society. Therefore, this new violence of culture doesn’t remain on
: the symbolic level and legitimates total physical violence against addicts, from
¢ beating to killing. The birth of this new culture in contemporary Iran discloses
¢ the moral economy in which some groups, different and distant from society, are
¢ subjected to violence.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

This Ethnographic Research which has been
done among the homeless drug users of the
Darvazeh-Ghar neighborhood in Tehran
investigates the desire of some of them to
become homeless. This study is about the
cultural formulations based on psychological
foundations, from family to state. For adopting
a sympathetic perspective, understanding the
lived experiences of drug users in their natural
settings is necessary. the analysis is based on
the data from ethnographic fieldwork
conducted in the Darvazeh-Ghar neighborhood
and observed the addicted from nearby.

2- Methods

In order to do the ethnographic fieldwork of this
research, in 2017 from winter to summer, |
attended the settings in which these addicts live,
and making friendly relationships made it
possible to see them directly, dialogue with
them in natural situations, and participate in
their activities. Most of these field experiences
took place from evening to night and even up to
early hours in the morning. They had
confidence in me and saved me from some
dangers. The presentation of data in this study
is based on an ethnographic narrative. After
transformation of jotting to full fieldnotes and
portraying ethnographic senes, | divided them
into some themes or subjects. Then, | wrote a
commentary for each descriptive scene.
Finally, I chose those units which have some
relation with the main idea, the violence of
culture.

3- Findings

The violence of culture starts in the family.
Becoming addicted creates a secret in the back
of closed doors in homes which, if revealed, can
produce Bi-Aberuyi and stigma of the family in
the eyes of neighborhood and clan. An
emotional pressure holds on the addict
provokes him or her to leave home and
motherhood land. The non-cognates follow the
way of addicts’ families, in excluding them.
The people in the public spaces also act in a
disrespected way. The violence of culture
continues in formal institutions. The state also
cannot accept the presence of addicted people
in the larger society. Where the families of the
addicted insert pressures indirectly, the formal
institutions as moral agents of the state, do this
by direct and violent behaviors. Collecting
them from the streets is the main act in cleaning

any appearance of the addicted. The addicted
people's way of life and the settings in which
they live, such as making living through
garbage and being in a stigmatized
neighborhood, promote negative images and
feelings about them. Gradually, the beliefs and
emotions of the addicted about themselves
follow and mirror this culture. They accept that
they are socially dead. They have no positive
feelings about the future. They have no value
for themselves anymore. Their personhood for
others and for themselves totally vanishes.
Therefore, the violence of culture transforms
into symbolic violence: the addicted people
unwillingly participate in this violence. The
violence of culture that its primary harm was
homelessness, legitimates the physical violence
against the addicted.

Darvazeh-Ghar is a defensive shield of
mechanism in front of violent culture and
society: a survival strategy in conditions in
which the right of citizenship and membership
in family and society is banned for them.
Darvazeh-Ghar is a camp of the defeated in a
cultural war.

Drugs not only connect with a non-formal
economy of society but also form ethics. The
high diffusion of production and distribution of
traditional and industrial substances has created
extreme anxiety and obsession among most
families: an epidemic fear. A cultural
elaboration should be done about this phobia.
Parents are nervous about their young children
who are braver and have no loyalty to
traditional values. The "trap" of addiction is a
current metaphor in contemporary modern Iran.
Where there is a trap, there are hunters who
stand outside of the home. The cultural war
against  addiction stems from  these
psychological foundations.

There is a profound conflict in the heart of
contemporary Iranian society. On one hand, the
use of the substance in this society is guilt, a
pang of social guilt, which causes exclusion of
the addicted people by others outside of the
border of family and society. On the other hand,
accessibility of this substance in most places is
super easy. The substance is socially and
morally rejected but economically accepted.
The main harm of this conflict has been
inflicted on those who are defeated by society,
whether by poverty or by family as sources of
pressure.



The individuals under conditions of pressures
of poverty and family use those resilience
instruments which are accessible and cheap.
After being afflicted by a substance, another
source of pressure activates: culture. The
addicted people are portrayed in public view as
anti-society entities. They are located in the
category of garbage people who pollute the
family, the neighborhood, the working place,
the school, and the entire society. The birth of
the culture of terror in contemporary Iran
should be traced to these places, from the
treatment of society with addicted people.

4- Discussion and Conclusion

Unlike conventional views that relate the
homelessness of drug users to economic and
patronage issues, | concentrate on the birth of a
new culture which produces negative
intellectual and emotional categories about
addicts. The violence of culture starts in the
family, with the notion that becoming a drug
user stigmatizes the family and erases its

reputation and face. Then, the addicts have to
become homeless, and stigmatized to save their
families from stigma. The violence of culture
extends to the relatives, public, and state, with
the notion that the drug users are worthless
people and even threaten society.

Therefore, this new violence of culture doesn’t

remain on the symbolic level and legitimates
total physical violence against addicts, from
beating to killing. The birth of this new culture
in contemporary Iran discloses the moral
economy in which some groups, different and
distant from society, are subjected to violence.
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1. moral economy
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5. symbolic violence
6. stigmatized populations
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