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ABSTRACT

The perception of residents of a neighborhood about their life there may indicate
"restlessness” and "tension” or "peacefulness” and "calmness". The starting point of the
present study is the lived experience of one of the authors and the exploratory
observation of two others in the Daulatabad neighborhood of the city of Kermanshah
who found that the general feeling of the residents there is related to "place” and their
sense of belonging. As such, the article intends to search as what makes the residents
to feel so. While searching for the main question, the accuracy of more or less
intuitive statement was also tested. But the emphasis had been to find elements that
make life in Daulatabad more or less acceptable to its inhabitants. The theoretical
basis is a narrative view and specifically the micro concept of Boje’s narrative.
Through interviews, observation and of course data of the lived experience, two
important elements in the life of neighborhood residents were highlighted and the
two meanings that showed the acceptability of the neighborhood for its residents are:
Local mosque and bazaar, symbols of religion and the world. But what has made
these two bodies important in creating a sense of belonging to the neighborhood is
how they are interwoven in daily life and of course, the placement of dimensions of
these symbols in the collective memory. The present article, in fact, describes and
analyzes these facts.
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INTRODUCTION

The city is a place of production of various experiences emerging from moving and
heterogeneous chaos of the city. Various stories are hidden behind these
experiences. Passing through different places of the city is just like walking in stories
of the world. These stories are people-oriented that they come across in their day-
to-day life but they become meaningful in narratives. Since man is essentially a
legend (storyteller) creature, city dwellers wherever they live, create different and
special stories about the city for themselves. And these stories give them the
meaning to live and settle down. The city and related spaces create opportunities to
tolerate differences that are not possible elsewhere" (Stevenson, 2018, 12). "Each city
is formed based on its specific historical, geographical, economic requirements.
History, memories and mental space are effective factors in this differentiation;
therefore, every city has a different social domain" (Gholipour, 2016, 1). Some
corners of the city contribute to these differences which are often hidden and not
heard under general titles of experts and researchers. "We don't know how cities
work and our problems will not be solved until we know how cities work and what
they need for their streets" (Jacobs, 2018, 22). This understanding is the hidden
order of the city, an order that lies in memories, stories, the feeling of being in a
place and the way people live. To achieve this goal, two questions were raised and
investigated: 1) What elements are important in the social life of residents? 2) How
are these elements included in the daily life of residents?

PURPOSE

The article intends to know the perception of residents of a neighborhood about
their life in terms of restlessness, tension, peace and tranquility. For that matter, the
lived experience of one of the authors and the exploratory observation of two others
in Daulatabad has been taken into account. The general feeling of residents was
found to be influenced by calmness and a sense of belonging to the place they live
in. While the research focuses on the main question related to social life, the
accuracy of more or less intuitive statement was tested as well. However, more
emphasis here is to find those elements that have made life in Daulatabad more or
less acceptable for its residents.

METHODOLOGY

The theoretical basis of this study is a narratological perspective, specifically the
concept of wisdom of Boje's narrative. The research data have been collected
through interviews, observation and lived experiences. Authors tried to answer the
research questions and analyze the issue in the acquired narratives. Using the
purposeful sampling method, 20 people were selected and interviewed, and their
lived experience in Daulatabad was investigated. In addition to interviews, the



observation method was applied as yet another tool in the research, and all visible
elements were evaluated in relation to each other and based on the theoretical
framework and the body (market, mosque, ...) as well as behavior (shopping, gender
segregation, ...) they were carefully observed for one year at different times of day
and night. The research data were obtained in three stages: preparation,
organization and analysis.

CONCLUSION

Market and mosque are two important elements in the construction of meaning,
which were welcomed in relation to special events that occurred in the township.
The two main characters i.e., bazaar and mosque, opened their mouths. The growth
of spontaneous and popular markets related to the ethnic culture led to changes in
the daily life mechanism of inhabitants. The market helped Daulatabad come out of
its insular and isolated state and establish a relationship with other townships in
order to make a difference where women would enjoy more freedom and poverty
would be reduced. Local market or bazarche became a public space for the township
to breathe and help women present in various forms and turn into a place where
there exist life, vitality, wisdom, work and security. The bazaar was the first
important element in the township followed by the mosque which is special but
different from other mosques. This mosque has its own story and the death of its
imam became a painful collective memory. This incident led to people's continuous
visit to the mosque. In other words, the mosque as the second most important
character in creating a sense of empathy and closeness among residents has been
and is very influential and has become a public arena in the township.

NOVELTY

This research attempted to identify factors influencing settlements in this
neighborhood and create a sense of belonging and acceptability by using stories of
residents of Daulatabad, and in the end, bazaarche (local market) and mosque were
identified as two important and effective elements.
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