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The aim of the current research is to draw a conceptual
model of the interpretation process of the architectural
buildings of subcultures based on the semiotics of
Umberto Eco. The approach of this article is semiotics and
defines the concept and process of interpretation based
on Umberto Eco's theory of semiotics. The theoretical
results of the research example have been obtained by
inductive method. The main example that has been
studied based on field observations is the residential
buildings of the Christian village of Spurghan village in
Urmia, which were built at the end of the Qajar period.
The analyzes showed that there are three basic principles
in the conceptual model of the interpretation process of
subculture architecture: first, the geography and history
of the region play a fundamental role in how to integrate
the architecture of the majority and minority culture;
Second, knowing the principles of subculture is only
possible based on objective works such as architecture;
Thirdly, the process of interpretation in the mentioned
buildings is a continuous and corrective process,
subcultures become owners of more symbols over time
with more works, and the interpretation of their
architectural buildings is constantly deepening. Also, the
findings showed that in this conceptual model, three
issues should be paid attention to: 1- Syntactic and
semantic codes formed in subculture architectural
buildings are very important in interpretation, so it is
necessary to conduct a more serious study on them. 2-
Subcultures will be limited both historically and
geographically. So it should be known that their codes are
understood by a small group of people. 3- The expressive
and content forms of the architectural buildings of the
subculture gradually leave the consolidated state in the
minds of the audience and take on a coherent state. So,
examining the method of integration is important only for
the study preparations. At the end of the article, a
conceptual model for understanding the interpretation
process of subculture architectural buildings was drawn
and explained with the case study. In order to better
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explain the model with the main example of this study, it
can be said that Christians have been present as a
minority group in Urmia city since the previous centuries.
The geographical and historical conditions of this city are
such that it is directly adjacent to the western world and
is a short distance from the country of Armenia, and this
has provided the possibility of cultural exchanges for the
Christians of this region more than the Christians of other
regions of Iran. This proximity to the Christian lands and
being far from the center of Iran is one of the important
geographical factors in the way the majority and minority
cultures are combined. This geographical location has
made it possible to express the minority culture more.
Also, the historical record of building a church in this area
goes back to the beginning of Christianity. This historical
feature also allows the Christian minority culture to
emerge more. On the other hand, it is possible to observe
the residential houses of Christians in Isfahan, that due to
the lack of a long historical background of Christians, and
also being far from Christian countries, the architecture of
the minority culture had less possibility to emerge. The
plan of residential houses in Spurghan village is based on
the plan of residential buildings of Christian tribes.
Allocating more space to the yard and the presence of a
pillared porch in the back of the house are important
features of this plan. But the placement pattern of
different parts of the house in its roof part is based on
Iranian rural architecture. An expert observer can clearly
see that the two ciphers are syntactically combined. But
in order to be able to understand the new syntax ciphers,
he must do two things, first, to study and classify the
syntax ciphers of Iranian rural architecture well, and
secondly, to determine which parts of the rules of the two
ciphers are combined with each other. In this case, it will
succeed in understanding the newly created syntactic
ciphers.
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Table 1: Specifications of residential buildings of subculture architecture; Urmia Christians and Yazd Zoroastrians
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Fig 3: Analysis of Codes in subculture architecture
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Fig 5: Expression and content in subculture architecture
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Fig 6: Conceptual model of interpretation of subculture architecture based on Umberto Eco's theory
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1- Interpretation

2- Subculture

3- Umberto Eco

4- Encyclopedic semantics
5- Dictionary semantics

6- Code

7- Sign-function

8- Content

9- Expression
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