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Abstract: The main purpose of this study was to
investigate the perspective of Teacher Training
University graduates on the effectiveness of
internships in increasing the professional potential
of students and teachers. To this aim, qualitative
research was conducted using phenomenological
method and the data were collected using semi-
structured interviews. Accordingly, among the
graduates of Teacher Training University in 2019
and 2020, 20 people were purposefully selected.
The interviews were analyzed using the seven-step
Colaizzi (1978) model and three stages of open,
axial, and selective coding. The findings were
extracted in 162 indicators, 23 components and 5
dimensions:  “Internship  curriculum  content,
development of professional knowledge and skills",
"Strengthening digital literacy”, "Strengthening
professional ethics" and "Strengthening
organizational structure. The results showed that
internships increase the professional potential of
student-teachers with active participation and
interaction between schools and universities,
cooperation of experienced professors and teachers,
student-teacher activity in school and classroom,
strengthening media literacy and information
technology literacy, acquiring knowledge and
scientific and research skills required by teachers.
It also improves aquisition of moral virtues,
ideation, readiness to teach and gradually
strengthens and develops thematic knowledge,
knowledge of educational practice and knowledge
of thematic educational practice of student-teachers
to enter the field of teaching in school.
Keywords:  student-teacher, internship,

teacher training, professional empowerment
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