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Abstract

In peripatetic philosophy Existence is considered as the subject matter and it is the
basis of the Peripatetic’s philosophical system, including theology, cosmology and
ontology. Suhrawardi analyzes the view of Peripatetic philosophers about existence
in the light of its relation to essence.In his view, existence as a general concept is
only in the mind, but peripatetic philosophers consider it an objective matter and
have confused the character of mental concepts with objective matters. Hence,
Suhrawardi believes that the Peripatetic philosophers in the discussion of existence
have been confronted with the fallacy of mind and object, which leads to internal
incompatibility in the Peripatetic philosophical system.By expressing this
confusion,he concludes that existence is a consideration of mind( abstract concept)
and therefore, changes the problems of philosophy from ontology to theory of
light.In this article, by analytical and critical method, first discuss Suhrawardi's
understanding of existence and its relation to essence, and then, relying on the views
of Peripatetic philosophers, we express Suhrawardi's misunderstanding from his
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point of view, and in the last stage, Suhrawardi's opinion is criticized in detail.
Among Suhrawardi's fallacies in understanding the views of peripatetic philosophers
about existence, we can state theEpistemological fallacies in understanding of
existence, confusion of accident with accidental, confusion of nonconditioned
essence with the conditioned with something essence, confusion of reason with
mind, confusion of kinds of distinctions between existence and essence, and
confusion of secondary philosophical ineligibles with logical.

Keywords: Existence, Essence, Suhrawardi, Peripatetic Philosophers, Regression,
Equivocation.

Problem Statement

There is no doubt that the metaphysical truth of existence and the metaphysical
distinction of existence and quidditye are among the foundations of the peripatetic
philosophical system. Throughout his works, especially in the fallacy section of the
logic of the wisdom of illumination, Suhrawardi criticizes the principles of
Peripatetic philosophy so that after rejecting it, he can establish a new philosophy
called the philosophy of illumination. According to him, peripatetic philosophers
have confused the outside with the mind. Therefore, Suhrawardi shows with several
arguments that if existence is realized outside, it will require incorrect consequences.
Therefore, existence is only in the mind and as a mental concept. Consequently, since
philosophy deals with the rational relations between objective beings, existence as a
mental concept cannot be its subject and requires an objective subject and basis, and
that is light. Suhrawardi, therefore, moves from the peripatetic philosophy, which is
based on existence, to the philosophy of enlightenment, which is based on light. The
main question is what is Suhrawardi’s encounters with the basis of Peripatetic
philosophy, ie "existence"? This question is analyzed in addition to the sub-
questions. What is Suhrawardi's idea of existence and analysis of its relationship with
essence? What are the problems of Suhrawardi's theory of existence?

Method

The method used in this article is the combined method. In this article, the author
tries to express Suhrawardi's presuppositions, worldview and metaphysical and
logical principles by relying on the combined method, ie descriptive-analytical-
comparative-critical, focusing on Suhrawardi's works. Then Suhrawardi's critiques
of Peripatetic philosophers about existence and finally examines and evaluates
Suhrawardi's understanding and critiques of Peripatetic philosophy.

Findings and Results

Suhrawardi refutes the views of the Peripatetic philosophers on the existence and its
relation to quiddity by considering them as fallacies.He was successful in
discovering the foundations of Peripatetic philosophy, but he made mistakes in
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evaluating and criticizing it. It should be said that Suhrawardi’s ontology has
influenced his epistemology. In term of ontology, he believed in essential ontology
and saw the external world as a set of objective essences. This ontological basis
causes him to have misunderstandings in the epistemology of existence and, of
course, in the explanation and analysis of the relationship between existence and
essence. In fact, Suhrawardi first proposed a misunderstanding of existence by
peripatetic philosophers and then rejected that misunderstanding. According to
Suhrawardi, the objectivity of existence requires the regression and equivocation of
existence, so existence is merely a mental concept. In evaluating Suhrawardi's
opinion, it became clear that he had suffered from linguistic, epistemological and
metaphysical slips in the face of the views of the Peripatetic philosophers. He had
problems in understanding existence in term of epistemology and concept, and by
using different literature and physical language, he has distorted the metaphysical
category of existence from its original path, and reduces the existence as a secondary
philosophical intelligible into the secondary logical intelligible. However, according
to philosophers such as Ibn Sina, existence, in addition to the mental concept, also
has a rational truth. Suhrawardi also encounters numerous fallacies in analyzing its
relation to essence due to a misunderstanding of existence.Linguistically, he uses
physical language to describe the relationship between existence and essenceand
epistemologically, it confuses the considerations of essence, stage of reasonwith
mind, and philosophical secondaryintelligible with logical secondary, and
ontologically and metaphysically ignores all kinds of distinctions between existence
and essence and confuses accident with accidentaland interprets existence as a
meta categorical matter within categories framework.Therefore, it must be said that
Suhrawardi, who accuses the Peripatetic philosophers of the fallacy of the object and
the mind, has himself suffered many fallacies.
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