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Abstract

This descriptive-analytical study seeks to examine the logic of understanding divine
word from Qazi Abd al-Jabbar Mu'tazili’s Viewpoints. In his view, the way to
achieve the correct meaning of the divine word is by way of the application of
disciplined ways of knowledge and also the description of the divine wisdom in
understanding the divine word. In his view, the regularity of these factors requires
reliance on some ontological presuppositions that play a key role in clarifying the
nature and ways of knowledge. By specifying the correct meaning of the ways of
knowledge, he proves the attribute of wisdom for God in the sense of, "one who does

1, Student Yazd University salehadelil370@gmail.com
2, Associate Professor and faculty member of Yazd University, corresponding author
badehghan@yazd.ac.ir

3, Assistant Professor and faculty member of Yazd University heydari@yazd.ac.ir
Received: 13/07/2021

Reviewed: 23/08/2021

Revised: 20/11/2021

Accepted: 24/11/2021



not do ugly things”, and examines its implications in understanding the divine word.
In his logic, the role of the narrator in many verses is summarized in the confirmation
of rational data, which, contrary to his claim in creating unity of procedure, provides
the basis for differences of opinion in understanding the divine speech.

Keywords: Qazi Abd al-Jabbar Mu'tazili’s¢the Logic of Understanding the Divine
Word ¢the Ontology of the Divine Word ¢Epistemology of the Divine Word:
Divine Wisdom.

Problem Statement

There has always been a difference between the commentators in understanding the
meaning of the verses of the Holy Quran. These differences indicate the adoption of
incorrect interpretive principles and rules by some commentators. It is obvious that
such mistakes cannot be prevented except by adopting a suitable logic that provides
the interpreter with the correct principles and rules of understanding the verses.
Qazi Abdul Jabbar Mu'tazili is one of commentators and theologians who have a
significant view in presenting the logic of understanding the verses (d. 415).

He has considered that achieving the correct meaning of the verses depends on
determining the correct mechanism of the meaning of the "divine word”. And
therefore tries to identify the factors that play a role in the correct understanding of
the meaning of the divine word and provide criteria for the correct performance of
their role. The result of these criteria will be shown in the form of correct principles
and rules of understanding the divine word. Therefore, the main question of this
research is that from the Qazi's point of view, what are the factors that play a role in
the correct understanding of the meaning of the divine word? And what criteria has
the Qazi provided for the correct role of these factors in understanding the divine
word?

Method
The present study used a descriptive-analytical method.

Findings and Results

Qazi Abd Al-Jabbar, with the aim of preventing errors in understanding the verses,
has tried to base the understanding of the verses on a valid logic.

According to his view, since the understanding of the divine word is not separate
from the ways and sources of its understanding, as well as the characteristics and
attributes of its agent, that is, God, therefore, finding the correct meaning of the
divine word depends on paying attention to these two factors and regulating their
involvement in the process of understanding the divine word. In his view, achieving
the correct criteria of the above two factors requires relying on some ontological
knowledge and assumptions that clarify the nature of knowledge and the ways to
achieve it. In fact, it can be said that in the Qazi's mind, understanding the divine
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word is the result of the interaction of ontological, epistemological and theological
elements and components.

In his logic, the role of the narrator in many verses is summarized in the confirmation
of rational data, which, contrary to his claim in creating unity of procedure, provides
the basis for differences of opinion in understanding the divine word.
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