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Abstract

"Ontology" is one of the important topics in the field of philosophy and mysticism
in which mystics have had a special view and interpretation. Abu Abdullah Neffari,
as one of these mystics, has presented the report of his mystical experiences in two
books, "Al-Mawagif" and "Al-Mukhatabat" in numerous sections and in a very
complex language and his ontological view can be deduced from those matters. The
question of this article specifically is what are the characteristics of "ontology" in
Neffari’s mystical thhhhhl? In this article, the authors have extracted and compiled
the "ontological” content of his mystical thought through a descriptive-analytical
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method and have come to the conclusion that Neffari -based on the division of
existence and naming it "Maswa" (all creatures) and "letter" and symbolizing the
beings of the world- has expressed his contents and also has given a ontological
hierarchy to the universe which are "low", "middle" and "high" and has described
attributes for each order. These levels have analogical gradation relation to each
other. He believes in the duality of existence from both aspects of “creatures((Kalgi)
and "Godhood",( Haggi) and he believes in the phenomenological and mirror-like —
character for God's existence, in the "middle™ and "higher" levels, and also he paid
attention to the issue of veils in mystical experiences for the mystic in the different
level of existence.“ppeakin™” is another rule of existence in his min..

Keywords: Abu Abdullah Neffari, Seperated of God, Word, Levels of Existence,
Phenomenal Existence.

Problem Statement

There is no doubt that mystics in their mystical experiences gain a new knowledge
of existence, and some of them have narrated this new knowledge to others in the
form of intuitive writings and reports. The situation is the same in the case of Neffari
(366 AH) in addition to the fact that the pure monotheistic belief of this unknown
mystic has changed his ontological conceptions. The authors in this article intend to
expand this aspect ff Neffari’s mystical tootttt . The term and even the word "Al-
vojud" did not have much established and used in mystical texts until the time of
Nefarri and a few centuries after him, and most of the mystical works before Nefarri,
consist of the methods of mystical behavior, "Orad", "Azkar", "Advices" and
"expression of situations and experiences". Of course, this does not mean that their
content is empty of "theological” and "cosmological”; However, it shows the
indifference of this people in paying close and careful attention to the issues and
shows the dispersion and subordination of these issues in these texts. This means a
lack of systematic knowledge of the teachings contained in the texts of the "First
Mystical Tradition".In the case of Neffari, it should be added that the most important
work for recognizing his mystical thought is the books Al-Mawaqif and Al-
Mukhatabat, which are the results of the collection of reports of the mystical
experiences by his grandson, which is put together without any special order. The
book of Al-Mawagqif has been narrated by one of the followers of Ibn Arabi's
mysticism, his name is Afifa al-Din Telmasani; However, the great complexity of
the text of Al-Mawagif and Al-Mukhatabat has caused little attention to it and the
dimensions of the mystical thought of this mystic have disappeared. It is very
difficult to search and find a specific subject in this scattered text, and the authors of
this article try to take the "mystical ontology™ in his thought. The remarkable thing
is that Neffari has a simple mind; that is, there is no mention of the use of terms or
methods of conventional sciences of the time in his text. With these descriptions, the
main question is what are the characteristics of Neffari’s mystical ontll 0??? Trere
are also other sub-uuestions such as: hh ich Neffari’s tnt olggical issues have
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similarities in Islamic philosophy? What is the ratio of "creating" and "existence"?
Is existence, in neffari's view, hierarchical or not? Has been paid any attention to the
distinction between "being" and "appearance" in his ontology?

Method

Neffari’s book consists of dozens of "Moqif" and "Mukhatebah"and each of them
contains intermittent sentences that can be called "paragraph*.Most of these clauses
are not enjambment.This matter and the absence of a single subject and concept in
each "Moqif", "Mukhatebeh™ and even some "clauses", makes it possible to consider
other presumed categories and locations for this text, without interrupting the
intended meaning.The authors have extracted and compiled the "ontological"
content of the mystical thought using a descriptive-analytical method.

Findings and Results

Neffari -based on the division of existence and naming it "Maswa" (all creatures)
and "letter" and symbolizing the beings of the world- has expressed his contents and
also has given a ontological hierarchy to the universe which are "low", "middle" and
"high" and has described attributes for each order. These levels have analogical
gradation. He believes in the duality of existence from both aspects of “creatures”
and "Godhood", and He believes in the duality of existence from both aspects of
"creatures”( Kalgi) and "Godhood",( Haggi) and he believes in the
phenomenological and mirror-like — character for God's existence, in the "middle"
and "higher" levels, and also he paid attention to the issue of veils in behavior for the
mystic in the universe.“ppeakin™” is another lule of existence in his minHHE has
also raised the issue of hijabs in the conduct for the mystic in the levels of existence,
which are: "hijab of entities"”, "hijab of sciences", "hijab of letters", "hijab of names"
and "hijab of ignorance".
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