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Abstract

The relationship between life and knowledge in the view of Plotinus and Sadr ol-
Mote’allehin and the comparison between their perspectives are of importance due
to the fact that the ontological connection between life and knowledge in the opinion
of the two philosophers conveys their intellectual affinity. Contemplation in the view
of Plotinus is a sort of general and pervasive knowledge that exists in all the stages

1. Ph.D. Student in Comparative Philosophy, University of Qom, Qom, Iran, corresponding
author Morshedi311311@gmail.com

2, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom,
Qom, Iran M.Monfared@qgom.ac.ir

3, Full Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom, Qom,
Iran

Z-Khazaei@qom.ac.ir

Received: 07/11/2021

Reviewed: 01/12/2021

Revised: 10/02/2022

Accepted: 16/02/2022



of being; the idea or knowledge that is recognized as the sameness of life by Plotinus.
In Sadrol-Mote’allehin’s view, knowledge as well as life is not only subordinate to
being but also its exact sameness. Therefore, knowledge and life have unity in
existence. Believing in this existential identity of the two attributes of life and
knowledge, and consequently the living and cognitive being, reduction of life into
knowledge, and the common foundations of the ontological relationship between life
and knowledge -sameness of their origin and end, their graded reality, their common
source in nature, and the world’s living and knowledgeable existence- in the view of
the two above philosophers, have paved the way for a comparison between their
perspectives. The result of this comparison is finding intellectual affinity and
consensus between the two philosophers about the type of relationship between life
and knowledge.

Keywords: Plotinus, Sadr ol-Mote’allehin, Life, Knowledge, Ontological
Relationship,Sameness

Problem Statement

Philosophers have been thinking about the relationship between life and knowledge
for a long time. Among the western philosophers, Plotinus as the leading figure of
the Neoplatonic School, and among the leaders of Islamic philosophy, Mulla Sadara
as the exponent of transcendental wisdom, have raised discussions worthy of
attention in this regard. In the viewpoint of both Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehin,
life and knowledge are not independent from each other; but rather these two features
are interrelated and interdependent. But what sort of dependence? The relationship
between life and knowledge in the first look can be discussed from semantic,
ontological, and epistemological perspectives but the present article does not discuss
semantic and epistemological aspects either positively or negatively and just focuses
on the ontological relationship between life and knowledge that can be considered
in three ways: 1. unity and sameness; 2. correlation; and 3. difference.

Unity and sameness indicate the identity of life and knowledge. It means that the
subject and belongings of life and knowledge are not distinct and do not have two
independent existences; but rather they are in fact a single entity, whether they are
semantically the same or not. In this case, life in its existence is knowledge and vice
versa. If this relation is established between the two features, then the living creatures
would essentially be knowledgeable and vice versa.

If we accept the form of correlation in the above association, then a question is raised
on whether life is a perquisite for knowledge or knowledge is a perquisite for life; or
whether the correlation between life and knowledge is lateral. On the other hand, in
every case, it can be asked if one is the essential or sufficient condition for the
substantiation of the other or its cause; if the latter is correct, the causal correlation
is mentioned and a discussion is raised on whether life is the cause of knowledge or
knowledge is the cause of life.

Finally, if life and knowledge are different from each other, we must accept that life
and knowledge are existentially independent and there is no relationship or



dependence between them, which of course according to Plotin's and Mulla Sadra's
views on life and knowledge, this option is ruled out.

And ultimately, this question is raised: Between life and knowledge, can we reduce
one to another?

This research reviews the outlook of Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehinon life and
knowledge and also explores the ontological foundations of the relationship between
them. Then, it explains the sort of the above relation from ontological aspect and
compares the ideas of Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehin in this regard to determine_
how much similar their interpretations are and to which extent we can review one of
them based on another.

Method

This research, which was carried out in a comparative way, was committed to triple
conditions of - the difference in the basis of the two views, finding common ground
between the two views, and finally finding affinity in the final destination of the two
views - a comparative research.

Findings and Results
The research results can be classified into the following categories:

1. Intellectual affinity between Plotinus and Sadr I-Mote’allehin in terms of life’s
definition as well as belief in the ontological foundations of the relationship
between life and knowledge is quite evident. The logical world as the identical
origin and end of life and knowledge, their graded reality in nature, and their
existencein the whole world is among principles in which they both believe.

2. Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehin both accept the ontological sameness
between life and knowledge; it means that they are not independent entities in
their view, but rather are substantiated in a single existence. In a better word,
they are just one quality in their entity; that is to say life is ontologically
knowledge and knowledge is life although they are semantically different.

3. Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehin also believe in ontological sameness between
a living and knowledgeable creature; in a better word, both philosophers hold
that having life and knowledge is substantiated in a single creature. Therefore,
we can conclude when a creature has life, he/she has knowledge and when
he/she has knowledge, he/she has life as well.

4. Both Plotinus and Sadr ol-Mote’allehin believe in a Reductionism outlookon
the relationship between life and knowledge and think that life refers to
knowledge. It indicates that in their opinion, life is more complicated than
knowledge. Hence, by their perception that life refers to knowledge, they
attempt to look at the truth of lifethrough the window of knowledge and
consider knowledge as an outdoor to enter the complicated realm of life.
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