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Abstract

Numerous references can be found to a name for God in the prophetic hadiths,
traditions of other religious leaders, supplications, myths, theological, interpretative
and moral theories, and also popular beliefs of the Islamic world. At Least in later
Muslim writings this name often is referred to as “The Great Name”. Muslims
believe that one can make great achievements in the whole cosmos by mentioning
this name or or carrying it by himself or herself. Believing in the possibility of such
possession by applying God's names or at least believing that some names have
strange properties has an ancient history in the pre-Islamic era. However, there is no
explicit reference in the Qur'an to a great name or any special name with different
properties for God. The time and manner in which this concept was introduced to the
Islamic world and the factors affecting its cultural diffusion are largely unknown.
Furthermore, despite the widespread popularity of this name and Muslim's general
belief in its properties, it is less possible to find an explanation of the history of the
concept and its evolution over time. This study is a step toward realizing this goal,
aiming to review the evidences indicating the gradual emergence and spread of the
concept in Islamic culture until its final stabilization. This includes reinterpretation
of the reports about an era in which The Great Name was not yet widely accepted
among Muslims and theories explaining its relationship with other Islamic beliefs
merely had just limited popularity among some minorities. As we will see, this
period lasts until the middle of the 2nd century AH, and Imam Bagqir (a.s.) played an
important role in adjusting the attitudes towards The Great Name and creating
grounds for its general acceptance in the Islamic world.

Keywords: Al-Ism Al-A‘zam, Names and Naming, al-Basmala, Al-Tasmiya,
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