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Intelligent Agent's
Legal Nature in the Field of Electronic Contracts
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The development of accessing to the cyber space, increasing the speed
of transferring data via internet in the electronic commerce area and
also the recent scientific advances in the field of artificial intelligence
have caused propounding new concepts and appearing unprecedented
matters in the legal subjects. Intelligent agent is one of these concepts,
as a more advanced group of the kind of electronic agents. The
intelligent agent is an invisible software program that concludes
contracts automatically and independently in the internet market
places with humans or other agents of his own kind on behalf of the
human users. Despite legislations about electronic commerce and
electronic contracts in recent decades, there is no rule that clarifies the
authenticity of the transactions of intelligent agents. In order to make
this agent’s legal nature clear for determining the existence of capacity
and will in them, it is posed four theories to the scholars; Calling them
slaves, simple communication tools, traditional contract agents or
giving them legal personality that choosing each of them, causes
different legal consequences. In this essay, after completely describing
the defects and benefits of each theory, we found the last one the most
appropriate.

Keywords: Intelligent Agent, Electronic Contract, Electronic
Commerce, Automated Massage System, Cyber Space.
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