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18 Journal of Legal Research (19)

On the Title of Criminal Law
Ghassem Mohammadi (Ph. D.)

A branch of law which deals with crime and punishment is titled
occasionally criminal law, punitive law and penal law. The latter title
is selected on the base of crime examination, while the others are
rested on the examination of the punishments. Considering the
semantic forms of “Criminal” and the inadequacy of “Penal” to cover
overall content of this branch of law, it appears that the term of
“Criminal Law” is more appropriate for this research field to be titled
with.

Keywords: Punitive Law (Punishment), Criminal Law, Penal Law,
Titling, Iranian Penal Code
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