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Abstract 

The present study is the result of a content analysis on the book Testing English 

Language Skills, From Theory to Practice written by Farhady, Jafarpour, and 

Birjandi. This book is one of the most widely-used textbooks selected by language 

instructors for the testing courses of TEFL, Translation, and English literature 

majors. Using McDonough, Shaw, and Masuhara’s (2013) textbook evaluation 

framework, the authors carried out both internal and external evaluations of the 

claims made by the authors in the preface of the book. The claims included: using 

lucid language, comprehensive coverage, a desirable organization of the materials 

presented and a direct relevance to the Iran’s context. Furthermore, the textbook was 

also analyzed based on its physical appearance, content, and methodology. The 

strengths and weaknesses in each domain were categorized and presented. At the 

end, some recommendations have been made to the authors, in case of any future 

editions of the textbook by the authors. 
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X1(��# jL�� �M7 *#� ��$�<�$+ ��$� $#W�   .1(�� 

2. 6#�3� ��$O   8���,����  :��� "� �LM5� ��o'   ��&%� � �&�      @&# ��&�� �� ��&� "&
 ���
l�9,�' "� 1#1. � X1�k�� 8���,� X�#�'  "����  �=���,� � �����  ��( "�D��$�   � *�&� �� "&
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�� 89+ ��  ��$�Y���)  .67� ���$H 1#1. l�9,��� 9.���       ��&. *#1&5? �� 8&9� *&#� "&�

��
'  67� *O=���/#� �OR� ��$�<�$+ ��$�   .15
  

 �F+ � �#�� �K� �� :V�� 1��('��9?  l�9,�»8�  ���&��« )correlation(  �&+$-�  X1&( 
��9,� "
� 67� ����� � �� ��$�<�$+ �   }��& � �&+$-� �� .1 ��1  �#�5(� �� �� �� V�&�$+   �&�

 ��$�27���) 8� �����'  ��H�� ��1������^  }�� �X��� ��'  �&5-#  �=&7� )nominal( ' "&2�� �� 
)ordinal( '"���+ �� )interval(�2�  � ' )ratio'(  "�"�7�     G��&,�� V�&�$+ "&7 �+$-� � �15�

 }�  :�7�$����^ .67� X1( X��(� ��.��  X��� }�&  �� ��$�<�$+ �#�5(� ��1�'  *&#� ���   "&

 *O=� ��( X��,�7� ���-B�� "? �� V��$+ l�1
6��    1&#�� 
�&�
 :�1� '��0�� *�5? �� .

 }�� � �1���X��� l�1
$� G��,� � �+$-� �� �� ��  �#$R� �$�#� ��15
   1&-� 6=�B "� 1 ���� ��
 ����${� �+$-� "
V��$+  ���27���)  8&�   ���&��      *&#� ��$&
$� .6&7� X��� }�&  :�&7�$�

.67� X1( X�${7 :�1� "� 6=�B *#� A0�M� �� ��.�� ���9,� ��O(  
8�,� �F+ ��9� � �� :l�� 1��('  "� "
�� ^ $=  $��,�X  �&�    l�&9,� �� '���� n�&F�D�

;.$� �q� )norm-referenced( ;.$� ��/5� � )criterion-referenced(   ��$&� � X1( �#$R�
� *��2�l�9,� �� *#'  �$�#� 8���,� ��8� Gw�=��� �5�5� ��? )probablity curve(  � $&= ^ 

X1(���1 ��7� )standardized scores( X1( X��,�7� 67�'  ��1�*#� "
  �&7�7� 8���,� *�5? �� 
$C� ��2o�K� � ��$�<�$+ ��$�'  *���K  A�m� "
�$/�) ����� ���7  �${7 ����  '1&55
   *�&�2�

�(���H�� . 193$� 4�  ����� *#�^  ��$B 
��
 :�1���    "&
 �$&�< A2&7    �� ��&� �#�4&+�
 A0�M� 8/� ���"Y��� �� X1( �(.� 

 �� :l�7 1��(�,�) 167 ����� � G�p0 ����� }�� � �7�$� � �+$-� ��'    X1&( X��&(�
"� "
 67� ��0� backwash effect' ����� }�� � �� �O# �� X��,�7�  �� �&=  "����  ��&('   ��1&�

*#�  "
�����^ G��23 *#�' ��9,� "
�  89� � �7�7� ������� ���7 67�'    $&�<�$+ "&� �2B ��
��� ���3qo�Y"������ �# 1(�� X1( "'     :�1&� 4&�  ���&� *#� �� .��( X��� ��H�� l�9,� *#�

 ��H�� "� 67� ��?� ��� $� .����${�  
3.  ���-� :�7�$� 6�� $��,�;.$� � ������/5� � ���� �7�7� ���2� ������  ���&7 

 �� S� A�m� "
 67���$�) �� "�D��$� ��1� ����� ��$.� � 6D�7    �� �&�2� *&#� .��(
 
�&�
 *#�'    �&,� �&F+ ��&9� � ��8   6&7� X1&( X����       G�&#$%  � "&kK#��� ��&�� "&� "&


����� ���7 "�+�# n�F�D� � "� .67� X1���/ � �F+ *#� A0�M� ���9,� ��O( "� �3�   
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,�EF+ :��� 
��/� I�	� 	� J	K 
�  

)#��$�         ��$&#� N�&�� �� X��,�&7� �$&O#�� 6&#���� �&� A&0�M� '
��
 ��<15�#�  ��9I�
 67� X1( "�(�� �.��D ���� ����� � ���� �� �� "
 )foreign langauge (  l�� ��&�� "&  � 

)second langauge( 67� �#�< �5-#) �#�< ��5
 �� ����� � �� "� �7��+ ��    �&-�2o ��&o
 � (���1  ��.�8� ��$� *�5? � �$���
 � ��$�<�$+ 67� X1( "�(�   N��� �� "
^�#�   ��$&#�

 ����� 6D�7 "��� .1 ���$�    "&�1L� �� ����&� *�&5? �$o      �&# X1&5 ��D �� �� ��&%� � *&#�
�� ��/#� $�<�$+ 15
 ��� "
Y    � '���&#��� '�/5&7 �&� N2�$� n�D N#�$( � � ��&���   ��&�

 X1(�$.� � �#$R� 
��
 �� ��$#� ��`7��  ��$� �#����  "Y��� ���� '��(    j&�B� �&7�$� �0�
 �o�� �� ��9I� *#� 
��
�� 5
��(� �95� 
��
 V�o�� .1X �#��  X1&( ��$#� N��� "� "
  6&7�' 

��  ������#r �� "�qD �(:�  
1 ."�  �� � �$#� ���7� �$�<��
V�|� :
��
 ���       l�&59� '$&��� '�&�3 '*�&�� '�&H�

)Farhady et al. 2007: 2, 42, 53, 168, 224(.  
2 ."�  �,0 �$�<��
»7�1�) X�� �= �#«  �� 4� �$� �� &=.$�)   G��&23middle school   ��1&�

X��(� ~��  "� ���<�#� ���  ���F�� ;ML� *#�) 3:ibid.(� 

3 . "� X��(�1#1�^ ��$#� �� ��O5
 ����B� � ���� � ���� *�5?� 

4 . G�5#$=� �[-� �� ��$9� $9( "� X��(�) 204-221:ibid.(� 

5 ."� � l�� �F+ ��9� � ��  )045�  ����� ��$� �0�|�� �� ���� )knowledge test('   X��&(�
 ��#�/R �� G� ����� �� �95� "
 67� X1(�(�)  ����� � ���� &7v Gw�    �&���� � ��&�� "&�

 "�(� �� ��(' �0����  �[-� �� "
"�(� ��'  "&�  X�&#�     �� � �&��=O� Gq�&F�� ;o�&L� ��
"�(�  � "#�� l��3 ����5+ �7159��' 7 ���$ov �� ����� � ���� "� V��D$�  X��&R ��   ��&�

�q��
 ��R
 ��4� .67� V��1�� 

,�EF+ �	��<�� =� ��:'� L:M ��:F��,� :��'  

 �� ��<15�#� �1L�)  ��9I� 
��
X�$
 :1 �  

*#� 
��
 �qD$� �7$#  �� N2�$� ��.�� A�
����� ���7' T�o �-�7� ��  A&0�M� �� 
�� $� "�+$< � ��$#� $#�7 A�
 ��  "&
  @&#$�  ��&���  ���&7  �� �� @&# � X�<1&#   n�&D

7�$������  ��$BX��� 1 �' 67� X1 �(�� ) xiii:ibid.( 
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��.���*#� �&�) 
��
 ��4� �����$#� �� �O# '��      ��M&7 *&#� ��<15&�#�  "&
�.  ���&<�
(1 ��� '�#�$#� �1R   "�0�� y�? ���� �� A0�M�67�     �� ��&D y�&? *�&0�� �� 
�&�
 *#� .

V�7 1373'     ��1&� "&
 6&7� �H��$� .67� X1( y�?1#1/� ����� �R#�$#� " �<$� ��1�
�#�$#�' ���4+� 1#1. A0�M�' � �"  A0�M� ��$
���"�     �� ����&�� ��&#� V�&=��� "&�+�#   ��&�

 �� ��$���
 � 1#1.67�  �|��2� �1 �� 1���D ��� ��$�<�$+ :�8�  "&��� �L  ��?   1&(�
 �� ����5+����� ���7��� 'Y "� U��$� �3�=�.� ������ ���7' �  .X$&�m      *&#� $&� "&�O� �&�

 '������� .67� "�+��  jL�� 
��
 �� $% ��9I� *#� 6,< ����  
 *#$����� ��" �=  �(�� ��� ���1  
��
 �� $�#� 89� A0�M�' �$�  "&� �1 � ����� *�D�

P��� �o�2��� �$O#�� �� ���# )communicative language testing(  �$&O#�� *#� .67�'   �� "&

 � *#$�1&&#1.:�&&=�� P�� *#$&&� ��&&� *�&&3�� � ���&&#��� � S#�1&&�  V�&&�X1&&�k��  �� $&&�

P�� ��� *�R�� 67� $H�� 
��
 �� '8
 $�   �� "�,&� 6��� �� "&�    X��� n�&F�D� ��&D
 �F+ .67���4 �(8 �q��
 "�+�# n�F�D� }�H�� *#� "� '67�     G���&H�� �� �$&C� �&0�
�F+ �F,� ���  � *�R��V�|�  ��� ����$+ X1#� ��$���
 ��=    � G�&��
 ���� "� �95� � ��(

*�3�� .67� X1( X15�� V�|� @#    �&K� �� 'V�&� 6&�0�-+      ��$&�<�$+ �� '�&F+ $&D� ��&�
X1( "�7��D 67�  ���� @# V�v7#�� �� �o�2��� �$O 15�#�5�QKR� �� �� ��4.� � 155
.  

"� ��
 ��o' �� ��$�<�$+ 6,< ����' �� 
�&�
 *#� $� "�O� �$'     �� 1&5 ���  6&7� *&O=�
 '�$.� '���$oX$=   $��,� �# '�������� �#�� ���' ���'   �o�&2��� �$&O#�� �� j2M5� �'   �� "&


 ���� ���#��� � P���� ��$O#��� 6�-B�� "� @#�4  � V�2L 6&7�'    �+�&
 G��&9�  A&�

155
.  ��%� ���� *#�  A0�M� �� *�7�
 �� "
"Y��� �F+ �� X1( ��� *�R��'  ���
 1&5 �=� 6&�� 

)cloze-test( "�O#� � )dictaion('    �o�&2��� �$&O#�� "&� @#�4  "
  1& � �  �&95�  "&�  ��&�   ��&� 
 @&#  ��?��&� )integrative(  J�&����       �� �o�&&2��� �$&O#�� "&� *�D��$&� ��$&� �&&[+ '1& ���

����� ���7  8��$+ (��� .�*#� G���'  ���$o �#� ��� 6�=��7v Gw�   �o�&2��� �$&O#�� ��
 $�<�$+ *�r ��t �$�  $��� (.1  

,�EF+ �,	0G: !�	' 
	�=  


��
 P���  @27 � ����' "� X�#�  �&F+ ��  ��&�   ) 
�&�
 �#�1&��� &O#8   ��&9? �&�l � (
8� �F+ *�5? ��� ) 
��
 �#�9� ��R�8  ��4 �&( ��8('  ���2&�    6&7� ���� � X��&7'   �� �&0�

�F+ �[-� ��  �$%  � X1�k�� A0�M� "
 �� ������ '155
  �F+ 15 �� &R(8 �  �&,�8   �� "&

89� �F+ �1 '  ��H�� "� ��$�<�$++�H�) 
��
 :�1�' *�22�' ��� �#$R� �Y ����    �&� � 1 ���

 �# @# �1 ��D���15?^  A0�M��=   15 ���"�  �������  ��� �� ��155
.  
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4.  �' �'
��)*+,  � -�����.� -/���0%�
 �1� ��2�*3  

 �� � "��������$�) �7�$����� 
��
 � ��� ���#���'   � ��&-�� �$o "� "&25.    '���&� ��&�
 � '�#�����P��  �7�5()      1&F� � �&,5� �&# 6&2|� G�&O  A0�B �� $C��E  ��&�   "&�D��$� ��

X1( 67�.  
  

1.4 �-,	�
 �O	P-� � ���	Q �',��  

1 .q3 "� U��$� Gw�O(�Y ����� �� :�(���  8�#r '"ML   �# ���W<"�   �&# X1R  l�/ � ��7��
"�  ��
 ��o V�=3�X1R  ) :67�6�q3  X1&( X1�R
 ND ��($#� "
 �#��  '6&7�  �� K&� ) 

��  $%  �� X�< �0� '1 ��1  ��.� 
��
 �������$H �#�5-� $%  �� X�< � �(� �(1 .  
1. The more accurate the information upon which a decision is made, the better that 

decision is likely to be (Farhady et al. 2007: 2).  

 �� 1-�made  1#�����
 ��( "�(�W<.   

2. Language testing, however, has, to some extent, failed to develop techniques for 
measuring… (ibid.: 12).  

 �� 1-�has .��( "�(�W< ���
 1#�� 

3. In this type of item. Particular word are replaced by blanks… (ibid.: 36).  
 �� 1-�=�
) item .6��  "ML  "� ����  

2. Gw�O(�  �� X��,�7� "� U��$���4� ��$�  �# �� :@?�
��.   G�&=�
 
�&�
 ��. 

»table, chapter, figure«   X��,�&7� �O( � 'V�1. '�F+ �+$-� ��$� "
 X1&(  1& �'   ��$&O� ��
 �1-�"�  }�$( ��4� ��$� �� � "�+$< $%  �� n�D 87� G���X1( :V�|� .1 �  

1. Now, if this item were included in the Sample Test (presented above), it would… 
(ibid.: 230).  

2. The theory leads to the conclusion that human beings possess a natural ability to 
perceive unfinished or incomplete Figures as complete entetities (ibid.: 252).  

3. A Table of specification has two dimensions (ibid.: 79). 
4. A detailed discussion on the construction of such item types and the measuring of 

different skills will be presented in later Chapters (ibid.: 12). 
=�)  �����QKR� .1 �( ��m� @?�
 ��$� �� 1#�� X1(  

5. The proponents of this school of psychology, including wertheimer … (15.2 Cloze 
Procedure) 

 n�D 87� ��Wertheimer ��4� �$� �� .67� X1R  X��,�7�    
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3. :$#��F� � V�O(� ���$o      G��,&� $#��&F� 1&5 �� $#��&F� �[-�182' 195 '196' 
211 ' �212'  6�,�
 � �$F� 6���W.1 ��1  A7�5� .8�  V�O(� �� *�5?4.7  �4.8    U�&L 

"�  X1�R
 ��7� G���X1( .1 �  
4 .Gw�O(� � �<��� :1� 
��
 �� ����� ������ ��'$%   ��<��� "� U��$� �#����$#�

"�  8R?��  "
 1#� A�m� �#"� ��0� ��$�  �5�? 6&7���  � 1& '   ��&7�7� �&#  �� ^���  �&L�B�
 X��,�7�X1R   �� 
��
 �#�$#� G��$H 89� *#� .67�  �&� $&��$���  .1&5
 �� '"&����   "&�

 �#����$#�   6&7� X1&( X��(�  ����&� "&
   ��$&< l�&�5�      "&� 
�&�
 *&#� S#�1&���   �&�
���D$� X�$
 :1 �  

���� l�   �O( ���=34.6 "�   w�&� �O( �� � 67� X1R  "�(�  ��7��score    "&� 1&#��
art score "� *�#�� �O( �� � bussiness score 1��# $��p� )ibid.: 63(.  
 ���=.)  

In this section we will learn how to compute a number which indicates the 
relationship between two sets of scores (ibid.: 60). 

 67� $�9� "=�
number  "�value .1��# $��p�  
�=. ��)  

that is, the decision as to which way to choose is a programmatic one (ibid.: 169). 

 $%  "��� =�
 17�) pragmatic .67� X��� $% 1�  
�� )�=.    

In fact, it does not make much difference which formula in used as long as … 
(ibid.: 255).  

in "� 1#��  is1��# $��p�.    
 Gq&&=. ���&&#r   G�&&=�
 �q&&��»becomes, select, course, gets, prerequisite« 

X�2�(�  :67�  
… thus providing the missing words becoms easier … (ibid.: 253).  

… the examinee is required to selecte … (ibid.: 258).  

Of cours, in this method the test taker has multiple options to fill in the balnks 
(ibid.: 262). 

Moreover, … the former precedes the latter and is a prerquisit for it (ibid.: 193). 
 A�
$� �� X��,�7�»words of art« "�  ��.»works of art «"�  ��5-��$5� ��C�:  

Of course, they do not need to be words of art. (ibid.: 11.2.1, par. 2) 
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5. ����7� Gw�O(�: 

 �� �= )  87� '$#�X1 ��=( ��1� �$,� l�3 )determiner( .67� X1( X����  
However, teachers and administrators 277chieveme intend to measure the degree of 

student’s 277 chievement on a particular topic (ibid.: 22). 
 1#��"�  G���a student’s .��( "�(�  

 �F+ ��X���9? )testing writing ability(   6=&�B ��free writing'     V�&|� �w�&� 6=&�B
16'  �$&&�+�&&H�) »about«  X1&&���  "&&�=. ��&&#�� �� 6&&7�    ����&&7� ��$&&#� �3�&&  "&&

"� ��=(  �� :���  

Free writing or composition writing involves, in essence, a topic for the examinees to 
write a composition of a certain length (about).  

6 ���� �� X��,�7� .6��5.  " �#�$<)sexist language:( "� $.Y 6��  6,< ����  "&
  X��$&��
8
 $�  �����R
 �� �$��-� 
��
����� �  6+�# ������  "
 ��( &m1m�)  �&|5D    �&# ���&7

X��,�7� ��$O  1F� ���E ���  ����6��5. " �#�$<'  15 ����,�7�^     G�,&� � $#�=&H �� �$&�
) $
W� �$,� QK( l�7he, his, … ( ��  �&�� �0�=��� �#�$#� �� 67� "��#�� .1(�� "�(�1 

��-+ 
��
'  � :��7� ��@#��� �5�� ��. "� ���D 1F� �5#4<�E  ��&�     *�&5? ��&#� ���&��
 �� G�$��p� � 1�R#1 � ���,� � ��$�=H"� ��7 6��5. ���� �� X��,�7�   &    .�$&� ��&� �&|5D

 ������#r  �95��= "   ���� �$���
 �� ��6��5.  $
r "
 67� �9#1� .67� " �#�$<=�)   ����&�
1F� ��E ���  ��-+ ���(�  �� ���=  :1/5<  

Or he may ask them to describe their weekend, … (ibid.: 214).  

Should the examiner find him helpless, he can inject some incentives into the 
story (ibid.: 211). 
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 �� :l�� 1��("�=.  ��"�  �$(�#r :67� X1( X���� 

It is true that we all realize the value of composition writing as a language exercise, 
but many teachers are dissatisfied with this type of subjective assessment (ibid.: 9). 
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