
 

 

Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 22, No. 5, Summer 2022, 109-135 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.37301.2304 

A Deliberation on Marketisation of Higher Education An 

Economic Critique on the Book “The Marketisation of 

Higher Education and the Student as Consumer” 

Vahid Mehrbani
*
 

Abstract 

The book titled “The Marketisation of Higher Education and the Student as 

Consumer” has acceptable diverse matters, but lacks a clear analytical method and 

inner coherence in content. An overview of book showed that three broad concepts 

as what, why and nature of higher education cover the main subjects of the book. 

Analysis of what is marketization reveals that in a marketized higher education 

system, the admission of students, the price charged, the regulations of admittance 

and so on are determined by demand and supply. Additionally, examining why is 

marketization suggests that economic pressures, the difficulty of governmental 

finance, an increase in social demands, globalization, and so forth are the most 

important factors of driving universities toward marketization. In addition, benefits 

such as improvement of efficiency and expansion of competition are the prime 

reasons justifying marketization. Finally, higher education is not a public good 

which government to be its organizer. Therefore, higher education has the intrinsic 

capability of performance in the market framework. 
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6B0360��74 �8�� 62��8 �� �����3� ��86B03 .�!�    ��� 
 C� � 1 2 �	�� ��� �� j8 �8 
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 <2� �� �#�H% * �#�� ��8*�0� 52�7% * Q
�!� -0�.% ��  

	�
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 12 Q3�* �� .��; -�� [     �	� �� � 
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6&s +�� ��8 

�!2N8 <0�W%�
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 �� 6 �*� ��8
       ��� � <0�W % �� I�� 2� 6 �*� jV � � >2� "��&� �
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 ��
��;.���5  5@;3 �� �2��% �
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 �2�� ��!� �� ���� �	��� X.
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 ���*�  �� 8
     +� B% ��� 
 ��� B� {�� .� (*� <2� 	� .��� ��0G ����0
 �>�,
�* 6�*� �'��
 �
 ���B�

�� �� 6�*� P��% ��; ���� <0�W% "���[    ) �m T Q B' � 
 �	� 
 12 ��,
 �� I��%zero-

sum game�� �!7� <2� �
 (��� ���3 �7��R� ���� (      "��� [ 	� X .
 1 2 �� �� �0
 {��.�
        �2� � �� {�� .� �� V
 � 
 (� ��*� ��� � �	� �� �2 I�K���.��� ��B�,� �!��� (���B�

X.
  (1 2��) ��
 �8��[ ���B� "���[ ��81399 :15     j0 ,H% ���'� � I� B8 � !72 ((
�!2N8 X2�N4� \0��% (�>2� ��� 	� ��� .10�X8*gG ���7T ����B8 ��8   �8�> ���� �� 8

 *6�*� E*N� �
 *� �2����% �2 52�B% X8*g G ���� <0�W% �
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        � 
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 �0�W% �
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!� 6�*� E�G �,0�
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�!� ��
�,' 6 �� ��; �86   :I� B8)14   :5 0&3 	� �7
� !� ((
8*gG ��8������3 (�2�V;  � 2�G I�; 19�� .��0O * I��0[ 1B� (�	�*��� * 67!T �
 ��

�!2N8 <�4� C�
 (���� �H0A� (�%�0���    X�� 9 * � G*�� �� �� 4� 6 �*� ��>�� �m= ��8  �� 8
���V' �����3� +�O�� 	� 5T�= �����3�7 �2���� �
 ��MK *X��� ����   � �*� ((I� B8) I�0!


���� �	��� ���� <0�W% �� 6�*� jV� X8�� .����� �2��% ��  
6�*� �� �; <2� �
 �
!� "C�)% * "�3�m%� <2� ���B
�     � ���� �7 � �2� G*�� �� 8

       �	� �� � 
 P H4 * � !!� E� )� � ;	��� "�,�Y� ��[ �
 �� ���� <0�W% �� ��[ �m0i*
 � T��[ �
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���� .��;       6 �*� �� 2	 6 4�2 �� ,% � G*�� 	� � %��4 � 
 ����0� �00|% <2� (+  � 8
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 (������
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    � 
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��>���� (DT* <2���� N���� * �8    � 00|% � 
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 ���� �&!' 	� �!����
 �% �!8� �00|% �� I��2�8
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 ���� �	��� �@!2� �>� �;» ��	� 
 ���*	�� «   < 2� �� * ��2M �
 ��

 N' �2�!7� <2� �� �!� ��� \��3»���
%�	�� «.����� ���� �	���  
) �@%ZG*�Oplatka, 2009 � � r0#�% �� ���� �	��� �� 6
�3� ��!&� (    E� 4� � 
 * � 8�

6�*�6��@= * �8XH� �� �8�� ���;� ���� <0�W% ���
 �!2�4�   I� 0� 6 
�3� X2�N4� �� �!�
�#��  �� * �3�; ��G*��) �J�!� �[�
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 �� 8 ��
6��; �!��B8�� 5B� �8�!!� «.(I�B8)  
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      ��� 3 � 
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