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Abstract 

Nicholas Luhmann's systems theory as a social theory has created a good 

perspective for understanding the social system and the modern world. "Theory of 

Systems and Paradigm Shift in Sociology" compiled and translated by Ali Ardestani 

is an important work about Luhmann. This work contains five articles by Nicholas 

Luhmann entitled: Changing Paradigms in Systems Theory, New Systems Theory, 

Society Theory, Modernity of Science, Globalization, or the Global Community: 

How to Understand the Global Community, Speech and Silence, and three articles 

by other authors entitled Why Systems, Heritage Luhmann is the foundation of the 

social systems. By focusing on social theory, communication theory, and evolution 

theory as the main elements of system theory on the one hand and placing the social 

system in relation to the environment of both the modern world and the world 

community on the other hand, the work in question has provided an acceptable 

explanation of systems theory. However, the work in question is not without flaws; 

poor coverage of topics, as well as incomprehensible translations and equations, are 

notable. Therefore, in the leading article, while explaining the theory of systems, 
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which constitutes the main content of the book, it is reviewed in three parts: form, 

content, and translation. 

Keywords: Social System, Communication, Meaning, Self-Referential, 

Functionalism 
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