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Rural areas are important in many respects and rural planning is one of the educational trends in geogra-
phy that focuses on rural-related studies in particular. In connection with this issue and due to the impor-
tance of research, the purposeful choice of the subjects of study in this field can meet part of the needs
of our rural community and on the other hand, help with policy-making factors and related decisions in
formulating solutions to existing problems and issues. The research applied rural planning studies to the
challenges and problems of development in rural areas. The analysis unit consisted of 150 master's the-
ses in the Faculty of Geography of Kharazmi University. Ravar Matrix was used to prepare the self-inter-
action matrix and lattice density, degree centrality, inter-mediate centrality, eigenvector and clustering
coefficient were used for network analysis. Ucinet was used for keyword integration and Gephi was used
for graphs and grids. Afrakhteh and Riahi have been key and important professors in the group's scientific

Key words: network, who also have more sci-entific connections with the group professors. The topic of sustainable
Geography, Rural development has been the main topic in the dissertations, which has received more attention, but the
Planning, M.Sc. topic under discussion has received less attention to some of the main topics in its dimensions. Rural
Theses, Content : revitalization in the economic dimension; Sustainable conservation of resources, especially water, in the
Analysis, Sciento- environmental dimension and the issue of rural migration in the social dimension are among the most
metrics © important issues that rural studies should study more on a case-by-case basis.
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Extended Abstract graduate courses has increased and, of course, due to the
large number of graduate students who are great support
1. Introduction for scientific and research centers in the country, a signifi-
cant number of dissertations and other research projects
ver the past few years in many academ- have been done. They also cared about their quality and
ic and scientific centers, the capacity of set up of scientific programs to prepare and compile them.
educational and research courses in post-
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But in the meantime, rural planning is one of the educa-
tional trends in geography that is specifically related to
studies associated with the village. Purposeful selection of
research topics in the dissertations of this trend can, on the
one hand, meet some of the needs of rural society and, on
the other hand, help policy-makers and related decision-
makers in formulating solutions to problems and issues
in these areas. The research was a scientometric study on
the literature of rural planning studies in the Faculty of
Geographical Sciences of Kharazmi University.

2. Methodology

The present research is a quantitative study and applied
in terms of purpose that is done by the sci-entometric
research method. In the research, library study methods
have been used to study the theoretical and bibliometric
literature in order to collect research information. In this
research, all master's theses in the Department of Geog-
raphy and Rural Planning of the Kharazmi University of
Tehran have been reviewed. Therefore, the analysis unit
and the statistical population included all the dissertations
that have been compiled and defended by the students
of this group in the rural planning group between 1998
and 1999. Ravar Matrix was used to prepare the self-
interaction ma-trix and lattice density, degree centrality,
intermediate centrality, eigenvector and clustering coeffi-
cient were used for network analysis. Ucinet was used for
keyword integration and Gephi was used for graphs and

grids.
3. Results

In the Department of Geography and Rural Planning of
Kharazmi University, so far 150 disserta-tions have been
done with the cooperation of 36 professors, whose model
of cooperation has been mostly as a supervisor and con-
sultant. Most of the dissertations were written between
2011 and 2016 by male students, whose quality was eval-
uated to be high. Rural areas in the north and north-west
of the country were the most case studies in these theses,
while the eastern and southeastern regions of the coun-
try were less selected as case studies. Next, the research
analyzed the scientific cooperation network of the most
important professors who collaborated in the disserta-
tions. Also, based on the study of dissertations, sustain-
able development was the most important issue, which
was compared to the central topics of dissertations based
on the development challenges in rural areas.

4. Discussion
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Scientometric analyses are increasingly used to evaluate
and compare the performance of research in geographical
areas and are of interest to many researchers in various
scientific fields today. These methods are now fully estab-
lished as a scientific specialty and are an integral part of
research evaluation methods, especially in scientific and
applied fields. The study examined the dissertation of the
Rural Planning Group as necessary and its compliance
with the challenges of rural areas. Therefore, considering
the issue of sustainable development in rural studies, the
research results identified three central issues that have
been less addressed.

5. Conclusion

The main subject of the research was the analysis of the
adaptation of studies of rural planning dis-sertations to the
challenges of rural areas in Iran. The topic of sustainable
development has been the main topic in the dissertations,
which has received more attention, but the topic under
discussion has received less attention to some of the main
topics in its dimensions. Rural revitalization in the eco-
nomic dimension; Sustainable conservation of resources,
especially water, in the environmental dimension and the
issue of rural migration in the social dimension are among
the most important issues that rural studies should study
more on a case-by-case basis.
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