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Pro-poor tourism initiatives seek a direct link between tourism activities and poverty alleviation ap-
proaches with the aim of hearing the voices of the poor, paying particular attention to their needs and
participating in the process of tourism development. Accordingly, the present study, through face-to-face
qualitative interviews, seeks to explore the lived experiences of the poor in selected villages of eastern
Semnan province to participate in nature-related activities. These three villages have become one of the
most popular tourist areas in the country in recent years, but the statistics show that there are also many

Key words: poor. The results of face-to-face interviews show that most participants face high growth in tourism in
Poor participation, their villages in three ways: "trying to participate in formal jobs", "trying to participate in informal activi-
Pro-poor tour- © ties" and "trying to learn and enhance skills". They have sought to influence and participate in nature-
ism, Rural poor, related hiking activities in selected villages. But a number of them also have taken a passive approach to
Selected villages © tourism growth, which has isolated them in their living environments.
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Extended Abstract especially group tours, is constantly flowing in these
villages. On the other hand, in the last two years (1994-

1. Introduction 95) an average of fifty foreign tourists have visited these
villages annually (Tourism development plan of Shahrud,

ccording to the Tourism development 2017). On the other hand, the statistics show that there are
plan of Shahrud (2017), rural areas of the many poor people in these villages (Poverty Report in Iran,

eastern province, especially the sample
villages of Ghaleh, Reza Abad and Abar
have become important destinations for
rural tourism in recent years due to their unique pristine
nature and rural texture. Reports indicate that tourism,

2017); therefore, this article seeks to answer this question
by examining the perceptions and experiences of those
involved and the interactions of the poor in the face of
tourism development in selected villages.
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2. Methodology

Content analysis is an appropriate procedure for obtain-
ing valid and reliable results from texts in order to accu-
mulate knowledge, present facts, and provide a practical
guidance for describing performance.

In the current study, the participants were selected
through purposive sampling. The researchers tried to find
people who had enough experience with the research
topic and were willing to share their ideas. Thus, the par-
ticipants were selected from among individuals who had
been directly/indirectly engaged in tourism-related activi-
ties in the selected villages for 2 to 8 years. The collected
data were analyzed using content analysis.

3. Results

First, the concept of poverty should be clarified in the
study. Based on available statistics and data, people who
are supported by governmental charity organizations are
regarded as poor. These organizations provide financial
support for the poor depending on their conditions such
as income, physical status, and house quality. The charity
organizations pay a fixed amount of monthly pension to
each poor family.

They tried to take advantage of new opportunities to
improve their status compared to the past. They believed
that by the double effort they would be able to overcome
difficulties and limitations and contribute to the develop-
ment of nature tourism. Some of the poor have been able
to work in formal tourism jobs, such as working in eco-
tourism resorts, shops, restaurants and environmentalists
in selected villages. This section of the poor has moderate
salaries. A number of the poor also worked in the informal
sector such as renting private homes, and supplying agri-
cultural, horticultural and handicrafts. Most interviewees
believed that the poor of the selected villages in recent
years were trying to increase their share of tourism devel-
opment by increasing their skills. So they were working to
improve their social and personal skills. There was also a
group of rural poor who were not interested in participat-
ing in tourism-related activities, so they tried to maintain
a traditional livelihood style, with the results of interviews
showing that over the years they had been in their villages
compared to others participating in tourism activities and
became more isolated.

4. Discussion

Due to the special circumstances of the poor as well as
their relatively low awareness of the rural ruling class, it is
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necessary to have facilitators to train and provide business
skills with maximum protection of biological resources
in selected villages. To teach them the practicalities and
process of participating in ecotourism businesses that sup-
port the poor in a completely practical way. These facilita-
tors can also familiarize other stakeholders with how the
model works and the need to apply it.

5. Conclusion

The experiences of the participants revealed that the cat-
egory of effort for the poor to participate in nature-related
activities and its subcategories included: Attempts to en-
gage in formal jobs, attempts to engage in informal activi-
ties, and attempts to learn and enhance skills.
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