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Abstract

Various expressions are used in international law for reflecting different types and
levels of normativity, such as rules, guidelines, statements, codes of conduct,
standards, etc. Although some of them have clear meaning and obligatory scope the
others such as “standards” are vague and uncertain. Standards are set by states and
non-state actors but in both cases they create some kind of commitment. Some
standards are reflected in obligatory international law structures especially in regard
to environmental protection. This paper will illustrate the status of international
standards and especially private standards, their normativity power and the capacity
of standard setters in international law sphere. In this paper, analytical method and
social phenomenology have been used. To conclude, the result of assessments shows
that private standards practically have binding powers to some extent.
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2. World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

3. OIE, Resolution XXXII, Implications of private standards in international trade of animals and animal
products, 76th General Session, 25-30 May 2008, online, available at:
http://www.oie.int/downld/SG/2008/A_RESO_2008_webpub.pdf
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