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Abstract

The presence of ships and people in the sea raises the issue of compliance with the principles and
rules of human rights by coastal countries and port owners, especially when ships are seized or
people are in danger at sea. One of the most important related fields of international law in this
field is the law of the seas. The law of the seas has a history as old as being at sea, however, little
attention has been paid to the ability to apply and enforce human rights rules at sea. Yet, important
documents on the law of the sea, including the Convention on the Law of the Sea, have paid
attention to the application of human rights rules at sea. Many commentators have argued that
some of the provisions of the Convention on the Law of the Sea embody human rights principles
that have not been effectively used to their full potential to date. Although the identification and
implementation of human rights rules in the light of the principles and rules of the law of the sea
is somewhat difficult and complicated, nevertheless, the Convention on the Law of the Sea has
also approved human rights rules in some of its provisions. It is an important issue whether people
at sea have human rights and whether governments are obliged to protect these rights and ensure
that people enjoy these rights. This article discusses the human rights considerations in the
Convention on the Law of the Sea and the judicial procedure of the International Court of Law of
the Sea in this field.
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1. M/V Toledo.
2. Convention on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone (1958).
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1. Hugo Grotius.
1.The M/V "SAIGA" (No. 2) Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea).
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