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: Abstract

¢ Asamodern society, Iran has made considerable advances in all fields, including
¢ thought, politics, religion, family, art, clothing, etiquette, etc. The embodiment
: has also been affected by increasing development. The body contributes to the
: formation of the social self when the body is present in the communication
: context and therein the photo, the body, and the social network are connected to
: each other; because virtual networks such as Instagram provide the opportunity
: to show the photos to all people, and also provide the opportunity to have
: interaction with others and discuss the visual content. The opportunity is
provided due to the fact that the communication contexts can be used for
: exhibitions that like in real-life, are based on the nature of the incarnation.
: Therefore, the online actions of Instagram users are often based on the nature of
: the incarnation. This research was conducted using the qualitative method of
: semiotics and the semiotic theory proposed by Kress and van Leeuwen was used
: to examine the Instagram pages. The Instagram pages were selected from Iranian
: female fashion designers using a purposeful sampling method. According to the
: findings, due to rising image-centric social networks, embodiment and Privacy
: Boundaries have been also affected. Therefore, we conclude that the two fashion
¢ designers make the audience interested in their pages by various measures,
¢ including beautiful physical appearance, showing expensive products, creative
: photography techniques, surrealism, individual characteristics, and publishing
personal and private information.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

As a modern society, Iran has made considerable
advances in all fields, including thought, politics,
religion, family, art, clothing, etiquette, etc. The
embodiment has also been affected by increasing
development. The body contributes to the formation
of the social self when the body is present in the
communication context and therein the photo, the
body, and the social network are connected to each
other; because virtual networks such as Instagram
provide the opportunity to show the photos to all
people, and also provide the opportunity to have
interaction with others and discuss the visual
content. The opportunity is provided due to the fact
that the communication contexts can be used for
exhibitions that like in real-life, are based on the
nature of the incarnation. Therefore, the online
actions of Instagram users are often based on the
nature of the incarnation. This study applied the
Erving Goffman theory in which social roles and
social events are considered plays in daily life.
Goffman described social life as a series of theatrical
roles, comparable to playing a role on stage, and
asserts that there are numerous similarities between
theatrical performances and all types of interactions
in everyday life. The research questions of this paper
were as follows: (1) What are the characteristics of
Iranian embodiment on the Instagram social
network? (2) What is the discourse of the body and
the beauty of the body and which story does it
narrate (based on the analysis of Instagram data)?

2- Methods

In this qualitative study, the social semiotic
approach of kress and van leeuwen was used to
investigate the Instagram pages related to the
samplesmwthich were selected by purposeful
sampling method from women fashion designers in
Iran . In the research process, the initial list of
Instagram users, the most popular social network in
Iran, with more than 10,000 followers was collected.
After that, to observe research ethics just public
accounts were investigated. In the next stage, two
relevant samples were chosen through theoretical
sampling (including Anashid Hosseini and Elaheh
Jahadgar). Since, the main concept of this study is
the body, people who employed that to gain online
fame and attention were chosen. The inclusion
criteria for the photos were not more than two years
have passed since their publication and could be
used to describe the representation of the body in
Instagram.

3- Results

The findings from the semiotic analysis suggested
the two main themes: (1) The Mediated Body as an
opportunity to raise capital: Instagram gives the
users the opportunity to be seen so that they can
share some of their assets (capital) with others.
Physical capital is considered as one of the most
important capitals among the Instagram users and is
highly valued by them. According to Bourdieu, the
development of the body in order to gain benefit and
value in social fields leads to the production of
physical capital. It is worth mentioning that, the
relation between the body and Instagram is not
limited to the "display" of physical capital, and
being in this platform is the basis that leads to the
"production™ of physical capital as well. Instagram
users are trying to gain capital and prestige by
sharing their physical capital. In fact, people enter
the field relying on their physical capital, which also
brings them the formation of their position and
status as well. Overall, the prestige created by
physical capital leads to economic capital, so that
doing extensive advertising on Instagram will bring
more financial benefit and more audience to the
user. (2) The Mediated Body as an opportunity to be
seen: the tendency to capture the public and be seen
by them is the main goal of users acting on
Instagram and the main reason for their continued
action on this platform. In this field, users try to use
the latest photography technique to show attractive
and fit bodies in order to provide more opportunities
to be seen. Attracting the audience and its look is the
most important goal for users, and the degree to
which this crucial goal is achieved is directly related
to the number of feedback (including likes, views,
comments, and reposts of posts) received.
Individuals who are successful in receiving more
feedback are considered an important model for
others to be successful.

4- Conclusion

According to Goffman, the findings suggest that
Instagram users only allow the audience to see the
“front stage” and the “Backstage” is where the
performance is being prepared but deliberately
sheltered from the audience. Due to rising image-
centric social networks, embodiment and Privacy
Boundaries have been also affected. In conclusion,
the two fashion designers make the audience
interested in their pages by various measures,
including beautiful physical appearance, showing
expensive  products, creative  photography
techniques, surrealism, individual characteristics,
and publishing personal and private information.
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