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Available online: June 29, 2022 ain purpose of this paper is to study the concept of the monster from Foucault's

: perspective and to analyze the place of this concept in Foucault's thought, in

: order to be able to use the concept of the monster in connection with visual

¢ representation in art. The main research questions are:

¢ (1) How did Foucault conceptualize the monster in the various coordinates and

: dimensions of his thought? (2) Given the importance of the issue of

: representation in the "Las Meninas" painting by Velazquez and Foucault's

¢ special attention to this artwork from the perspective of that issue, what is the

¢ relationship between Foucault's monster and visual representation in this work?

: The content analysis approach and analytical-descriptive method were used in

¢ this research. The findings show that for Foucault the monster is an autonomous,

: violent, but ultimately natural form of the abnormal and how Foucault

: encounters the concept of the monster primarily is associated with

: decentralization of the normal. In Las Meninas painting, monsters are the ones

: who distort the order of representation or are completely out of representation
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction:

Foucault considers the monster to be a
living transgression and a deviation from
the existing premise of the normal; an
irregular species in nature that questions the
law and makes it incapable (Foucault,
1975: 64). This study tends to explore the
concept of the monster from the perspective
of the French thinker Michel Foucault, by
introducing one of his articles entitled
Anormal (1975) and also linking this
concept with other key concepts in his
thought such as normalization and critical
thinking.

Furthermore, to allow this concept to enter
the field of artistic research and to use it to
extend the sociological dimensions of
artistic studies, this study attempts to
explain how the concept of the monster
from Foucault's point of view is connected
to one of the most important theories of art
means representation. For this reason,
Velazquez's painting, which is considered a
masterpiece of representation and that
Foucault himself dedicated one of his most
famous interpretations of the works of art to
it and its representation, has been selected
by this study.

Foucault read this painting approximately a
decade before coming up with the concept
of a monster. Therefore, this study seeks to
analyze this work of art by focusing on the
concept of the monster which could lead to
the two-way relationship between the
monsters and  concepts such  as
normalization and critical discourse on the
one hand and visual representation on the
other hand in order to properly open the
door to recognizing monsters in the
paintings. Understanding how monsters
appear in any field, including art, as well as

related political and social contexts, is an
attempt to understand how to think,
recognize the boundaries of thought, and
evolve. In fact, Foucault's reading of the
concept of monsters can open the door to
the modern structures of monsters and their
genealogies, paving the way for a deeper
understanding of the mechanisms of
politics and their various implications in
different realms of social life. this study
seeks out Foucault's monster in a
representational work and bridges the gap
between decentralization as a political
concept and multiplicity as an artistic
concept.

2- Method
This qualitative study attempts to apply this

concept of visual representation in art using
the content analysis approach and the
analytical-descriptive  method in the
framework of Foucault's Abnormal article
in which he has introduced the concept of
the monster. To make such a connection,
the present study has selected Las Meninas,
a puzzling masterpiece of representation,
and Foucault's interpretation of it is the
source of the study. The data of this
research includes text and images, and
since just a specific painting was selected,
it is considered a case study.

3- Result
Foucault, focusing on the formulations of

knowledge in every period from the Middle
Ages to the modern age, considers
"dualism” or "hybridity" as the core of the
monster's emergence; the mixing groups
that are naturally separate and incompatible
with each other. The monster, which can
redefine certain forms of resistance to
power and represented it in the story written
by this power, is the voice of the actors in



the historical and political scenes who have
been marginalized from the point of view of
critical discourse. The political monster lies
in understanding the transformation of
forms of power, and through the analysis of
critical discourse, the monster acts as a
practise in critical decentralization. This
feature can easily be visually represented in
painting. Analyzing the content of
Foucault's reading of Velazquez's painting,
Las Meninas, the connection between the
monster and the problem of representation
in a work called a masterpiece of
representation is explained as follows:
Foucault, who has begun to interpret this
painting, using it as a visual example to
illustrate his main idea of decentralization
and attention to different perspectives;
because from all points of view, there is
something different in the centre. In other
words, each time we look at Las Meninas
from a specific point of view, a new subject
appears at the center of the work.

4- Conclusion
Looking at the socio-political context in

Spain during the 17th century, the black
dwarfs who have distorted the order of
representation in this painting are despised
monsters who are considered abnormal by
the standards of beauty. Also, the
extrajudicial cult of the king, which has

deprived him of the concept of individual
identity, has become an equivalent to being
a monster and has caused him to be unable
to be represented, so excluded of
representation. In addition, Velazquez has
placed viewers in the position of the subject
of his work which could be consdired as a
flip to ourselves and the monsters inside us.

In general, therefore, it seems that
discoverung and recognizing monsters in
the field of painting along with their formal
characteristics and their relation to the
visual representation (disrupting it or
completely being out of it) may be
beneficial; just as the choice of the critical
discourse analysis approach can lead to
identifying marginalized groups in society
and the consequences of this exclusion and
marginalisation on them.
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