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ABSTRACT

Given that the University of Tehran is one of the key institutions of knowledge
production, two main questions arise in this regard: What is the student lifeworld at
the University of Tehran? What is the connection between this lifeworld and the
university? In the course of this research to reach the actual answer to the problems,
theoretical views of lifeworld and communication action were taken into account.
Field information was obtained using ethnographic methodology as well through two
tools, namely participatory observation and semi-structured interview. The sample of
the study was 30 students who were interviews. They were from different colleges
such as medical sciences; electrical, electronic, and mechanical and civil engineering
departments and technical campus, theater and music from the faculty of fine arts,
faculty of social sciences. The student's world was defined by eight categories:
student, professor, classmate, academic terms and field of study, cyberspace, media,
university, and dormitory. Results was obtained from qualitative interviews, with
emphasis being on the existence of a semantic disorder for the "sense of being a
student”, the spirit of scientific cooperation and the horizon of looking to the future
in the light of active and effective role of students and universities for the
development of the country.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of the student lifeworld is important as a correlation exists between the
student, the university, and the production of knowledge, and ultimately the
progress and development of the country. The student as an expert force plays an
undeniable role in the development of the society. The university is a scientific
system that by planning and studying social conditions provides ways for
cultivating specialized force. The student lifeworld is precisely a crossroad and
central point of interaction between the university and the society. In other words,
the scientific foundations of a society are planned in the university and thus it can
be said that it is the beginning of the scientific life. Interactions between students,
students and faculty, interpersonal interaction of students, plans and programs of
university determine the scientific direction of society and knowledge production.
Therefore, paying attention to the student lifeworld and research on it can improve
policies and infrastructure of knowledge production.

PURPOSE

The term student lifeworld consists of two parts: the first is the concept of lifeworld
and the second is the students themselves. As much as the word “student” is a
familiar, “lifeworld” seems unfamiliar. The living world can be defined as "all the
essential experiences, activities, and contacts that make up the world of personal or
group life” (Oxford, 2014). Trying to identify student actions, quality of interactions
between students and the university, understanding the scientific atmosphere in the
university, students' views on their role as a professional force, etc. are the
characteristics that can be achieved by research in the field of student's lifeworld.
Therefore, we face with this question that what sections and categories do the
student lifeworld consist of? From the perspective of students, what’s the
relationship between this living world and the university?

METHODOLOGY

The present study is based on an ethnographic methodology approach and semi-
structured interview while participatory observation techniques have been applied
to collect data. Students from the faculties of Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, Surveying Engineering and Spatial Information were
selected from the Technical Campus, the Faculty of Medicine, the Faculty of
Medical Sciences, Drama and Music from the Faculty of Fine Arts and the Faculty
of Social Sciences were collected and interviewed. The researcher observed the
sample by attending the play, and workshop of the School of Drama, attending the
CT and courtyard of the Medical School, attending the site, reading house and
laboratory of the Faculty of Engineering, attending the library and the scientific
association of the Faculty of Social Sciences. After attending each of the faculties,



semi-structured interviews with students were conducted between half to one hour
period. With a total of 30 students at the University of Tehran were interviewed
through semi-structured interviews until they reached the theoretical saturation.
Thereafter, the data were categorized using qualitative content analysis and finally
formed the image of the student lifeworld at the university.

FINDINGS

According to the classification method, student lifeworld categories include the
definition of student, professor, classmate, student idioms, cyberspace media, field
of study, dormitory and university. In each of these categories, actions were
performed as communicative or strategic. Communication action in the student
lifeworld is an action that leads to the production of science and knowledge. In
contrast, strategic action is the one that not only hinders the production of science
and knowledge, but also creates problems for the survival of the student world. So,
in every category, there are activists such as students, professors and universities,
who can play a role in the student lifeworld with their actions. Based on this
tieldwork, the following model was prepared on the student lifeworld.

=Fe

Field of Study <:| hsfte lisgﬁfi |:>

Cyberspace media

Chart 1. The student lifeworld pattern
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CONCLUSION

Emphasis on the student life world has led to the findings that can be traced back to
the spirit of "independence and individualism" in the student community in relation
to the professor, major, classmate, and virtual media and this lifeworld can be
divided into two categories: Lifeworld with a positive function that is related to the
importance of knowledge, the importance of the field for the student and a
conscientious attitude towards the university and society. Negative functions in this
lifeworld are bitter with negative view of the professor, the field and the knowledge
being studied, and the insignificant feeling of higher education and the lack of a
bright future in the light of scientific endeavors.

According to this study, solutions can be provided for the university, professor,
student, the type of interaction between classmates, the university and the labor
market, the sense of seriousness of science and knowledge and the role played in the
research and development environment of the country. The most important point
that emphasized in studying the lifeworld of Tehran University students was trying
and planning to strengthen the "sense of membership of students and graduates"
and having a "nostalgic sense of intimacy with good feelings in the university
environment." It seems that the feeling of being a student in the University of
Tehran was a characteristic that accompanied by pride as low among students.

On the other hand, due to life in transition and the emergence of a "gap and
comprehensive knowledge competition” between knowledge-based science and
technology and modern knowledge before the emergence of new science and
technology as well as the advent of the Internet, which had figured out disconnected
university space from other universities and knowledge linked to cyberspace, which
has narrowed the gap between "university space” and, in a way, increased the
competitive arena of universities. There are serious differences that had a major
impact on the student world. Based on this, we need a kind of research policy for
the new academic environment and strengthening the infrastructure related to new
scientific knowledge and the role of teamwork with knowledge.

NOVELTY

The student lifeworld is a field that discusses student life and time, and identifies the
characteristics, challenges, and opportunities of that time. Since the student
lifeworld has wide dimensions, it has been studied from different perspectives and
angles. Trying to address student lifeworld from a student perspective is a new
dimension that has been explored in research. The student lifeworld is not defined
by quantitative and statistical criteria but by student actions, terms and interactions
within the university. Finally, what was intended in this research was to define the
student lifeworld from the students' own point of views.
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