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ABSTRACT

Most societies, today, are made up of people with diverse cultures, nationalities, and
ethnicities. Today, migration and communication between nations is common
occurrences and sometimes necessary; hence, the acceptance of different nationalities
by each other and the lack of social distancing becomes a necessity for pluralistic
societies. For years, Iran has welcomed large numbers of Afghan immigrants as well
as many Iraqi travelers. Considering the importance of the manner and quality of
communication between different nationalities and the determining role of the
attitude of the host society in this regard, this study is conducted to investigate the
attitudes of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad students towards four nationalities:
Iraqi, Afghan, American and Dutch. The research method is survey, with the sample
size being 197 people who were randomly selected and filled in the Bogardes scale for
the four nationalities. Statistical analysis of the data shows that Iranian students have
had significant differences in their attitudes toward these four nationalities.
According to the results of this study, the Netherlands, as the representative of
Europeans, has the highest acceptance rate among Iranian students, followed by the
United States and Afghanistan, respectively, and finally, Iraq has the lowest

acceptance rate among Iranian students.
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INTRODUCTION

Iran has been hosting a large number of Afghan immigrants for many years, with
Mashhad being one of the largest recipients, comprising around 3.4 % of the city’s
population (Center for Strategic Studies, 1396). It has been about forty years since
the first wave of Afghan migrants arrived in Iran and now, we are seeing new
generations of immigrants. Despite the long history of Afghan immigrants in Iran,
researches reveal a low level of quality of life including in social and psychological
domains. Afghan migrants are mainly at a lower level in terms of social status,
having lower incomes and less welfare and educational facilities. They live in
unfavorable urban areas and many are talking about the lack of proper connection
with the Iranian society and the desire to immigrate to another country
(Mohamadian et al, 1384; Yousefi, Mousavi & Hoseini, 1392; Zahedi et al, 1394;
Akhlaqi, Yousefi & Sediq, 1395; Hataminejad, Ebdali & Alipouri, 1395; Rezayi &
Barazande, 1395). It is clear that despite years of co-existence between Iranian
society and Afghan immigrants, the two groups have not been able to establish a
productive relationship with each other and the minority immigrant community is
experiencing a variety of social exclusion that could represent their rejection by
Iranian society and existence of a social distance between the two nationalities.
Iragis are the second community with extensive bilateral relations with Iranians.
There are a large number of Iraqi tourists in Mashhad every year and many Iraqi
students are studying in this city (Director General of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Organization of Khorasan Razavi; quoted by ILNA, 1397). The social
distancing of Iranians with this group will be an important factor to know the
quality of international communications.

PURPOSE

Considering the importance of attitude of the host community towards other
minorities, effects of this attitude in relations, constructive coexistence and
improving the quality of life of migrants and enhancing the quality of international
relations, the attitude of Iranian students towards Afghans and Iraqgis and
measuring social distancing among them are some of the issues discussed.
American and Dutch nationalities have also been chosen for this study. The United
States is a country with long-running political tension with Iran, and the
Netherlands does not have any historical and political history with Iran as a
representative of European countries.

METHODOLOGY

The Bogardus Social Distance Scale has been used to measure the social distancing
of Iranian students with their colleagues with different nationalities. The items of
this Scale have been modified according to the university environment and research



needs. The scale consists of seven items: 1) Marriage; 2) Roommate; 3) Close friend;
4) Group mate; 5) Classmate; 6) University colleagues; and 7) Leaving the
university, which is scored reverse. The sample size is 197 students of Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad. Data was collected through a survey by referring to student
gathering centers.

FINDINGS

Multivariate analysis of variance indicates the difference between the degrees of
reception of different nationalities. The highest acceptance rate was related to the
Dutch nationality (1668 Index), the second American (1642 index), the third
Afghans (1242 index) and finally the lowest acceptance rate was related to the Iraqi
nationality (1061 index). Studying the admission by gender separation, the degree
of education and the permanent residence in the city have not marked significant
difference based on these criteria. A closer examination of the seven items of the
scale has shown that the acceptance rate for all four nationalities in the final items
which represents a more general relationship, is higher than the first items that
reveal deeper and more intimate connections. 5% of society does not accept any
nationality and wants them out of the university. The two American and Dutch
nationalities are very close in terms of admissions, rising from about 50 percent in
the item number one to more than 95 percent in the final items as both classmates
and university colleagues. The acceptance rate of Afghan and Iraqi nationalities is
about 20% in the first item. The nationality of Afghanistan shows higher acceptance
by advancing the items and is on a par with Dutch and American nationalities in
the university colleague item. The Iraqi nationality, despite the general ascent, is still
less than other three and about 20 percent of the city population wants them out of
the university.

CONCLUSION

Despite widespread contact of Iranians with the Iragi people and long-term co-
existence with Afghans, the lower acceptance of these nationalities compared to
American and Dutch nationalities, shows a biased attitude towards these
nationalities and the social distancing between them. This could have a negative
impact on the acceptance of a large number of tourists and international relations.
The existence of such a biased attitude can lead to greater social distancing and
continued rejection of the Afghan community living in Iran, which will have the
negative consequences and effects on their lives.

NOVELTY

Determining the attitude of the host community as an important factor in the social
distancing can be helpful in eliminating biased attitudes, reducing social gap
between different groups of the society, reducing social exclusion and cultural
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change for peaceful coexistence. Research about other Iranian social groups and the
potential impact of personal communication with Afghan migrants and the Iraqi
people is one of the limitations of this study.
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1. social exclusion

2. Room

3. othering

4. Godfrey and Taket
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1. G*Power
2. Bogardus Social Distance Scale
3. Emory Bogardus
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