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Abstract

Michel Foucault is well-known as a contemporary representative of
counter-Enlightenment. His analyses bring to light finely a self-
deception committed by social and political institutions inherited
from Enlightenment which, in spite of their progressive, more
humane self-image, facilitate domination and subjugation more
than before. Based on some hints from Rorty, Habermas and
Walzer, I would show that Foucault’s analyses presuppose some
crypto-normativity, despite his persistent refusal of using such
normative concepts as truth, emancipation, reform and progress. In
his work, the concept of ‘power’ is constantly fluctuating between
two meanings: neutral, descriptive on the one hand, and pejorative,
normative on the other hand. Foucault’s fear of being bounded to
a specific position subjected unconsciously to a ubiquitous power,
related to first meaning, prevents him from making an invidious
distinction between emancipatory and authoritative aspects of
social and political disciplinary institutions. I would argue that this
ambiguity of power concept makes him biased towards
emancipatory contribution of Enlightenment.
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Foucault’s critical analyses of emancipatory discourse of Enlightenment
suffers from one-sidedness and inconsistency. Deliberately or not, in his
archeological and genealogical analyses, Foucault does not distinguish
between emancipatory and dominative features of social and political
institutions inherited from Enlightenment. Due to considering power as
an inescapably ubiquitous network, he does not notice that some aspects
of modern political structures have been successful in securing human
freedom and equal opportunities. This presupposition, in turn, is followed
from Foucault’s insistence to use a pure descriptive language in his
analyses, deliberately withholding from normative concepts.

Attaching to this pure descriptive language is inconsistent in two ways.
First, Foucault’s analyses, in spite of their allegedly neutral position,
suggest taking side of repressed groups such as madmen, prisoners,
subjugated knowledges and the like. Talking about these subject matters
without taking any specific sides, however, is mostly just posturing.
Moreover, selecting these subject matters implicitly reveals normative,
emancipatory intents, however Foucault insists on his entirely neutral,
descriptive way of speaking.

Secondly, this inconsistency gets more apparent when one considers
the original intention of Foucault’s refusal to use a normative language. In
a lecture later called “what is critique”, Foucault talks of “critique” as a
virtue: the virtue of not being governed. Irrespective of the fact that this
definition of critique is totally normative, then, he links Kant’s definition
of Enlightenment with this virtue and traces the Enlightenment’s failure
to remove domination and its “excess of power” back to its linkage
between critique and legitimate knowledge. In order to do justice to this
virtue, he urges us to link between knowledge and power, instead of
knowledge and legitimacy. Here one can see how a totally normative intent
— not to be governed - is shrewdly hidden behind a neutral, descriptive
analysis of connection between ubiquitous power relations and knowledge
systems.

In my view, other faults of Foucault’s analyses of Enlightenment might
be categorized under these two weak points, namely inconsistency and
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one-sidedness. For example, Foucault’s failure to make an invidious
distinction between emancipatory features of division of scientific
disciplines and its authoritative ones forces him to see only the exclusive
function of disciplines, whereas the expert cultures, having been made
possible just through this division, have made a crucial contribution to
distinguishing between validity claims and power claims, a distinction
which has positive consequences in replacing argument with force,
knowledge with power, emancipation with domination, and consequently
inclusion by fairness with exclusion by force.

Foucault’s failure to recognize emancipatory aspects of Enlightenment
partly is due to his insistence to separate Enlightenment as some social-
political institutions from Enlightenment as an “enthusiasm for
revolution” or a “will not to be governed”. One may object, however, that
this separation is partly questionable, in that a people who sets up a
revolutionary movement out of a political cause, including the cause not
to be governed, naturally designs its political institutions according to that
cause. So, however unsuccessful may be those political-social structures
on some ways, it is undeniable that they originally meant to reflect that
cause, respecting its requirements and promoting its practical realization.
So is the case with the connection between Enlightenment’s original
visions and its disciplinary norms, most of which are intentionally
designed to protect human freedom and equality.

On the one hand, Foucault speaks of so inclusive power relations
which nothing could escape from their ubiquitous network and their
subjugating effects. On the other hand, however, he speaks of possibility,
and even actuality, of resistance against these dominative forces,
considering subjects not the mere receptive vehicle of power. I would
argue that these two ways of speaking is inconsistence, in that ubiquity of
power relations naturally rules out the possibility of resistance. Moreover,
Foucault’s non-normative language strips “resistance” off its whole major
function towards removing undesirable, authoritative relations. On this
view, Foucault’s analyses lose their tie with the virtue of not being
governed, a virtue Foucault cherishes so heartily.
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In spite of Foucault’s insistence on putting aside the whole
transcendental concepts, it seems that his analyses presuppose a
transcendental concept of “subject” which its character is improperly
distorted through the acculturation process, a subject which its very nature
could not totally realized until the whole social norms are removed and
the governmentalization is stopped. Although Foucault expressly rejects
this presupposition, it could be inferred from his incessant refusal to
enumerate, or at least refer to, social norms which, free from accusation
of governmentalization, have some positive, non-authoritative function
such as providing opportunities for human liberty, free self-expression,
and equality, ideals which some disciplinary norms, especially some of
those inherited from Enlightenment, at least on a faire evaluation, have
been successful in promoting.

kokskk

In sum: Foucault’ work - including discipline and punish and history of
madness - just need a normative way of speaking and an explicit position-
taking in favor of emancipatory aspects of Enlightenment to be
categorized into anti-authoritative attitude of Enlightenment. If one would
rather continue to take advantage of these anti-authoritative, anti-
dominative function of Foucault’s work without coming to term with
normativity and explicit position-taking towards positive, emancipatory
aspects of Enlightenment’s legacy, he has to come to term with

inconsistency and one-sidedness accusations.
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