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Abstract

The main question of this article is that what are the important differences
or similarities between Aristotle's and Frege's analysis of the categorical
proposition? Based on the famous view, Aristotle analyzes the categorical
proposition into three components: Subject, Predicate and Relation; while
Frege analyzes the categorical proposition into two components of
Variable and Function, and therefore; these two analyses are completely
different and there is no similarity between them. In the other article, 1
have argued that in the Aristotle's viewpoint, in the logical analysis of the
categorical proposition, against its linguistic analysis, it is divided into two
main components of subject and predicate. At this article, I have shown
that by accepting of this analysis and based on it, it becomes clear that:
firstly, there are important similarities between these two analyses: 1) both
are two-part analyses 2) Aristotle, like Frege, considers «to be attributed to
something else» to be the essential feature of the predicate part; Secondly,
there are important differences between them: 1) Aristotle considers «to
be attributed to something else» to be merely the essential property of the
Role of Predicate, but Frege considers it to be also the essential property
of general concepts that replaces in this role, and therefore 2) Frege,
against Aristotle, maintains that general concepts cannot be the subject of
propositions. This viewpoint of Frege is based on the «Fundamental
distinction between Object and Concepts. Therefore the root of the
differences between the two analyses should be sought in this assertion..
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Introduction

Categorical proposition is one of the most important types of proposition
and perhaps the most important type of proposition. Aristotle's analysis of
these propositions is the basis of the rules of reasoning in Aristotelian logic
and Frege's analysis of such propositions is the main basis of the rules of
inference in modern logic. Therefore, to understand the general or partial
differences or similarities between Aristotelian logic and modern logic, we
must return to Aristotle and Frege's analyzes of the categorical proposition
and compare these two analyzes. The fundamental importance of this
question is that a correct and accurate answer to it can reveal the root of
the differences or similarities between Aristotelian logic and modern logic.

In the current and famous view, especially in contemporary Iran,
Aristotle analyzes the categorical proposition into three components:
Subject, Predicate, and Relation. On the other hand, in Frege's analysis, the
categorical proposition is divided into two components: Variable (nominal
part) and Function (predicate part); therefore, according to this view, the
main difference between the two analyzes is that Frege's analysis is a two-
part one, while Aristotle's analysis is a three-part one, and therefore there
is no significant similarity between them.

At this paper I have tried to show that the current and famous view
about the main differences between Aristotle and Frege's analyzes of the
categorical proposition is incorrect and inaccurate; and that the main
difference between these two analyzes is not in the three-part nature of
Aristotle's analysis and the two-part nature of Frege's analysis, but in the
Frege's belief on the "Fundamental distinction between Object and
Concept" and Aristotle's non-commitment to such an assertion.

Materials and methods

The basis of my work in this article has been to refer to Aristotle and
Frege's own words, and in necessary cases to their commentators and
followers or critics, and to reflect carefully on them and to analyze, to
inference and concluding based on them. It is also obvious that, in the main
and general approach of the article, I have used the comparative method.
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Findings and results

1. Attributing a three-part analysis of the categorical proposition to
Aristotle, as a logical analysis, is a wrong view and leads to wrong results.
By claiming that Aristotle's analysis of these propositions is a three-part
one, it is thought that the basic difference between this analysis and Frege's
analysis is the three-part nature of Aristotle's analysis and the two-part
nature of Frege's analysis; and thus, firstly the real difference between the
two analyzes remains somewhat obscure; secondly, appear no significant
similarity between the two analyzes.

2. Considering the fact that "Aristotle's logical analysis of the categorical
proposition, in contrast to its linguistic analysis, is always a two-part one",
it becomes clear that not only Aristotle's analysis, in this regard, is not
different from Frege's analysis, furthermore the two-part nature is a
similarity between the two analyzes. In addition, some of the features that
Aristotle and Frege enumerated for the two components of the categorical
proposition are same and common: Firstly, both believe that the predicate
part has always an attributive mode and is said to something else; secondly,
both acknowledge that the predicate can never be a particular noun or a

partial concept.

3. The root of the main difference between these two analyzes is in
some other features that Aristotle and Frege consider for the two
components of the categorical proposition. Aristotle considers "being told
to something else" and "being attributive" to be merely an intrinsic feature
of the predicate position, not an intrinsic feature of the general concepts
which are placed in the predicate position, and accordingly he believes that
general concepts can also be the Subject; But Frege sees "being attributive
" and "being told to something else" not only as an intrinsic feature of the
function or predicate, but also as an intrinsic feature of the general
concepts stayed on this position, and therefore believes that general
concepts can never be the Subject. This view of Frege is based on his belief
in the "Fundamental distinction between Object and Concept." Therefore,
it can be said that the main basis of the differences between Aristotle's
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analysis and Frege's analysis of the categorical proposition is Frege's belief

in the "Fundamental distinction of Object and Concept" and Aristotle's

non-adherence to such a view.
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