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Abstract

Life-world, means the world as it is experienced and lived, is a concept
that was first born in Husserl's phenomenology and later used in various
fields. Alfred Schutz, the founder of phenomenological sociology, who
sought to establish a theoretical basis for interpretive sociology, applied
the concept to study of mental structures in everyday life and used it in
sociology. The present article seeks to answer the question, what changes
did life-world undergo in Schutz's thought. The result of this study shows
that Schutz establishes a dialectical relationship between individual
consciousness and life-world, in such a way that each constructs and
influences the other. Unlike Husserl, who saw life-world as the only
comprehensible reality, he referred to the multiple layers of reality and
considered Husserl's term transcendence appropriate for rotation between
these layers, while Husserl used “transcendence” only to awareness of
another experience. In addition, Schutz does not consider transcendental
phenomenology as a proper basis for the social sciences, and instead of
the transcendental ego, he uses the mundane ego for his plan.
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Introduction

The history of the concept life-world goes back to phenomenology of
Edmund Husserl, who changed the fundamental question of philosophy.

Before him the question of philosophy was about the nature of reality.

But Husserl asked how reality appear to us through acts of consciousness.
He argued the dominance of positivism presented a picture of the world
in which man's understanding of nature and his experiences played no
role, in other words, the sciences had lost their touch with everyday life.
Husserl rejected the fields on which the empirical sciences are based by
proposing the concept life-world.

Hussetl first speaks of the "natural world around" in Ideas(Hussetl,
1982: 307-330), calling it a fundamental problem of phenomenology. In
his Cartesian Meditations, Hussetl considers the life-wotld as an all-
encompassing concept that includes both the natural and socio-cultural
environment. (Husserl, 1931, 119-204). In ¢risis, he sees the life-world as
"the background of expetiences and the basis of all hypotheses and
situations" (Ibid, 1970: 37). The wortld in which I see myself and provides
the necessary ground for all intentional actions and is the basis of all other
worlds such as the world of mathematics, religion and experimental
sciences(Ibid: 40). The life-world is the world of our intentional interests,
activities, and habits(Ibid: 37).

Alfred Schutz, used the concept of life-world and the philosophical
foundations that Husserl proposed to understand how consciousness is
formed in the experience of everyday life. Husserl, who sought to analyze
consciousness in phenomenology, realized we live in a world that already
exists and its cultural, historical, and social contexts affects our
consciousness. This effect is mediated by intersubjectivity, hence life-
world is the foundation of our cognitive activity. In a shared environment
and empathetic understanding with the "othet", we put ourselves in his
shoes and understand the world from his point of view.
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How dose Schutz use of the concept Life-world?

On intersubjectivity, Schutz agrees with Hussetl that our perception of the
mental experience of the "other" is based on our own mental experiences,
which are achieved in a shared environment and on the basis of
empathetic perception. Assuming the existence of the "other", we have
entered the realm of the intersubjectivity. But the mediation between the
individual and society is still unclear. From Schutz's point of view,
Hussetl's "transcendental ego" cannot show an intersubjective
relationship, but proves the existence of single, unrelated transcendental
egos(Schutz, 1970: 75-77). Therefore, it is not suitable for social sciences.
The ordinary person has no motivation to question of transcendental
reality of the world, but considers the world valid for himself and others
with all that is in it. Instead, he speaks of the mundane ego to show "how
the meaning of society, government, language, art, economics, law, etc.
can be understood in the realm of our life-world" (Ibid: 84).

Contrary to Husserl, who believed that the natural attitude should be
put in bracket, Schutz stated that only with a natural attitude can we enter
the realm of intersubjectivity; intersubjectivity is possible in the correlation
between natural attitudes and the life-world. Hence, instead of bracketing
the natural attitude, he bracket the doubt about existence of the world.

According to Schutz, life-world is the world of everyday life and
paramount reality and the other worlds that one experiences throughout
life are called "realms of meaning." But Husserl saw life-world as the only
comprehensible reality. Schutz argues there are different layers of reality
that influence the formation of one's consciousness. Since intersubjectivity
involves awareness of the mental content of the "other," it is interactive
and interpersonal, these layers are effective in directing one's
consciousness and in the meaning one gives to one's action. Life-world
and intersubjectivity are possible only in relation to the "other" and the
awareness of his mental content, but individuals are limited in the
boundaries of time and space. Crossing these borders is made possible by
symbols and signs.

Another difference between Schutz and Husserl is in their use of the
concept of transcendence. Regarding the necessity of raising this subject,
it should be said that a person lives in a shared environment with others
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and his actions are formed in relation to them. Transcendence is linked to
the "others", so it is necessary to "use certain tools to communicate with
them, which have already been created by his fellowmen and by which his
contemporaries are recreated"(Schutz & Luckmann, 1989: 100-103).
Transcending is possible with the help of symbols and signs.

Symbols and signs are tools through which a person transcends his
current time and place and mental experience, enables the interaction
between the individual and society, and mediates the connection between
other realities and paramount reality, or life-world.
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