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Abstract

Global ethics is a need reminded to different researchers by the
phenomenon of globalization. Meanwhile some scholars like the Catholic
theologian Leonard Swidler seck to present the principles of the global
ethics based on the common grounds of the religions (ecumenism). The
current study has been conducted using a library-based analytic method in
order to evaluate Swidler’s project of global ethics. To this end, the idea
of the unity of religions is outlined and then Swidler’s theoretical
foundations in his global ethics project as well as the principles presented
by him in his second declaration are discussed. Finally, his project is
criticized in the light of the presented principles and foundations and the
following results are drawn: Swidlet’s project of global ethics is of such
advantages as paying attention to the responsibilities along with the rights,
and the principles of human relations with the environment. Moreover,
Swidler’s idea is significant in view of its being grounded in the effective
interreligious dialogue as well as highlighting the role of religion in the
global ethics. But his focus on the articles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and his failure of explication of its relation with the
common ethics of religions have caused him to get distanced from the
ideal of unity of religions in his second declaration.
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Introduction

The phenomenon of globalization has turned the effort for reaching to a
global ethics as an unavoidable necessity. One of the main approaches in
the global ethics is the one based on the unity of religions and the Catholic
theologian Leonard Swidler as the father of the modern movement of
dialogue is one of the most important theoreticians of this approach. The
present study seeks to answer the following question: How much has
Swidler been successful in grounding his project of global ethics on the
unity of religions?

Presentation of the Thesis of Unity of Religions

Among western thinkers, Hans Kung and Leonard Swidler have chosen
the common ethical principles of religions, traditions and moral schools
as the basis of the unity. Leonard Swidler who had cooperated with Hans
Kung in the preparation of the first draft of the declaration of the global
ethics, himself authored the draft of the second declaration of global
ethics in 1994 and presented it in international conferences. He has
discussed global ethics from the point of view of the necessity of the
dialogue in contemporary world.

The Foundations of Swidler’s Project of Global Ethics

Dialogue: dialogue connotes a new method of thinking in the history of
mankind and represents a bilateral relation between the humans as
“Rational Being” which is necessary for acquiring a perfect understanding
of necessary truth. An effective dialogue takes form when in addition to
the existing mutual knowledge of the two parties of each other and
themselves, a change occurs in their perspective and finally in their
practice and behavior.

The Role of Religion in Global Ethics

On the one hand, Swidler entrusts religion with an unrivalled role in the
formation and preservation of the global civilization, and on the other
hand, he believes that the ethical codes required by the societies are always
founded by the religions. Therefore, he puts a strong emphasis on the
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interreligious dialogue as a requirement for reaching the common ethical
principles shared by the religions as the basis of the global ethics.

Principles of Global Ethics in Swidler’s Thought

In 1994, Swidler presented the second declaration of global ethics in three
parts (axial maxim, basic principles and foundational principles).

Fundamental Rule: Golden Rule

Basic Principles: Freedom, Protection of human dignity, Protection of the
life of all living beings, Extension of self-love to the whole universe, True
self-love and altruism in interactions, Helping all people, Freedom of
religion and belief, Dialogue.

Middle Principles

Rights/Responsibilities Concerning: Law, Conscience and Belief, Speech
and Information, Participation in All Decision-making, Relationship
between Women and Men, Property, Work and Leisure, Children and
Education, Peace, Preservation of the Environment.

Critical Assessment of Swidler’s Global Ethics
Points of Strength:

1-  Emphasis on the responsibilities and commitments along with the
rights

2-  Special attention to the protection of environment
Points of Weakness:

1-  Contrary to Swidler’s view, religion is not the origin of ethics and
the prophets had been the only and the greatest of all advocates of ethics.

2- Swidler broaches the principle of freedom without presenting any
appropriate practical solution.

3-  The second declaration has been prepared by one single scholar
and then the other scholars have been asked to discuss it. It seems that
Swidler has presupposed the public consensus on these principles due to
their grounding in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Conclusion
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Although some of Swidler’s foundations such as deep and effective
dialogue of religions and the role of religion in civilization and global
ethics are of the necessary capacity for presentation of a global ethics
based on ecumenism, this approach is not reflected so much in the
principles of the declaration. The focus on the articles of the Universal
Declaration of Humans and the lack of its relation with the common
ethics of the religion and schools in the text of the declaration are the
origin of this problem.
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