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ABSTRACT

Introduction

The historical area of old bazaar in Qom includes the principal and subsidiary pas-
sages, activity centers such as old bazaar and old square, and historical-religious
places such as Jame' Mosque, Jahangirkhan school, the old square mosque, and
minaret (figure 1). This area is a historical complex including different periods of
urban development, spatial diversity and attractions which makes it one of the
most valuable urban areas in Qom. The old bazaar is one of the critical urban
elements in terms of use, function, and access. The main activity of the bazaar
carpentry and traditional carpet dyeing. This bazaar is located on two sides of
the historic city main core (Labchal neighborhood and Arabestan neighborhood),
and its antiquity dates back to the Safavid period. The integrated and cohesive
texture of bazaar urban area has undergone heavy changes during recent ur-
ban interventions, including several periods of street constructions in which the
old bazaar was the most damaged. A part of the Qom ancient bazaar was de-
molished after the construction of Azar street in 1937, and the passageway of
the bazaar became separated between old bazaar and new bazaar(figure 1). The
newly established street led to the religious center of the city (the holy shrine
of Masoumeh), where the new bazaar was maintained due to its proximity to
this center, but the old bazaar was on the path of decline and isolation. In 1993,
another axis called Amaryasar Boulevard was established perpendicular to Azar
Street, and its extension in 1997 destroyed a complex related to bazaar (Bazazha
Caravanserai-figure 2). These changes caused severe damage to the body of this
historic urban area and created new challenges. The construction of intersect-
ing streets and the formation of the main traffic on this axis have moved the
shopping centers in the old bazaar and surrounding neighborhoods to the main
street. Over time, the old bazaar has lost half of its uses. Therefore, the main
route of the historic city damaged physically and faced a powerful competitor
called street. The street economically and structurally with the old bazaar, while a
limited number of small activities to meet the needs of neighborhood residents
remain in the old bazaar, and the ancient bazaar has structurally declined to the
function of connecting the passages of the historical texture. These issues have
made the old bazaar urban area in need of protection actions and rehabilitation
programs. This article aims to define and compile a framework and strategies
for rehabilitation of the urban area of the old bazaar in Qom based on the com-
ponents of urban protection using the SWOT model. The proposed revitalization
strategies are focused on the bazaar and its surrounding urban texture, including
the Old Square and Taleghani Street. This article recognizes the situation of old
bazaar and its potential for reviving and protecting physical integrity by exam=in-
ing the function of the old bazaar. Then by studying the Washington Charter and
its components -related to the protection of historic urban areas- the damages
and challenges of the old bazaar urban area are examined, and the rehabilitation
strategies are presented in each section separately by using the SWOT technique.
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Materials and methods

The research method of this article is descriptive-analyti-cal.
This way, the necessary information has been extract-ed
and categorized using library studies, reviewing aerial maps
of the area, and analyzing the Washington Charter about
the historic city. Additionally, the problems and challenges
of the old bazaar area have been studied and identified by
conducting field studies, preparing maps of the current situ-
ation of the old bazaar, and talking to knowledgeable people
and bazaar shopkeepers. Finally, the SWOT technique was
used to achieve a practical solution. The revitalization pro-
gram will be presented af-ter measuring and analyzing the
mentioned cases.

Findings

The old bazaar has a strategic location due to its proximi-ty
to the old square, Jame’ Mosque, and being surround-ed
by the city’s old residential area. The old bazaar com--
plex belongs to the Safavid period and was registered as
a cultural heritage in 1997 with the number 1937 [24]. The
economic prosperity of Qom Bazaar has been due to two
reasons: First, the city was located in the center of commu-
nication routes north-south and east-west of Iran. Secondly,
the formation of a bazaar adjacent to the old square in the
central part of the city was connecting the communication
paths of the neighborhoods. Today, communication routes
do not have the former func-tion, and the regional role of
the bazaar area has been reduced to neighborhood urban
activities role. On the other side, the Qom Bazaar integrat-
ed form had become two separate orders (old and new) by
constructing the streetin the Pahlavi period in 1937, and part
of the bazaar was destroyed (Figure 1). In 1997, the Ama-
ryasar axis was formed perpendicular to Taleghani Street
and destroyed the Bazazah caravanserai affiliated with the
old bazaar.

Conclusion

This study aims to develop strategies to revitalize the ur-ban
area of the old bazaar in Qom based on urban pro-tection
frameworks. To achieve this goal, the old bazaar and its sur-
rounding urban elements, including the old square as a cru-
cial element of the historical city in the past and the street
as a main traffic axis in today’s city were evaluated. Stud-
ies show that the Qom bazaar had an important position

in the core of the historical area and was considered as the
economic center of the historic city. However, the construc-
tion of Azar Street in 1937 changed the historical pattern of
the city, and the city based on the street replaced the ba-
zaar-based city. Since then, the street has taken the role of
a commercial center, and the position of the bazaar in the
city has been declining. This article provides a clear picture
of the current situation of the area. It examines challenges
relying on the Charter of Historic Urban Ar-eas (Washing-
ton) and its components, including access, function, and
physical-spatial structure. Also, this article assesses the ur-
ban area of the old bazaar to de-fine strategies for revital-
izing this area by studying three important and influential
districts, including the bazaar, the street, and the square.
Improving the bazaar's posi-tion requires reviving its affil-
iated complexes such as the Mullah Hossein Caravanserai,
returning commercial ac-tivities to the bazaar, and rede-
fining the connection be-tween the bazaar and the street.
Also, physical protection of the bazaar is necessary. The old
bazaar's role in urban life will be lost entirely if this process
is postponed. An-other strategy in this field is to organize
the blank spaces around the bazaar by creating a non-com-
mercial use, which im-proves the historical context’s poor
condition and helps strengthen the connection between the
street and the bazaar. It is also necessary to determine oth-
er strategies for the street and the square to define proper
relation-ship with the bazaar. In this regard, we can help re-
vive the historical context by reducing the commercial and
ac-cessibility role of the street and redefining the role of the
street. It is also possible to strengthen residential use and
bazaar access routes by improving historical passages. Oth-
er ways to revive this historical area are to strength-en the
connection between the square and the bazaar, return the
square to its authentic position, organize the bazaar struc-
turally and functionally, and organize the Ghi-asieh School.
Prioritization of strategies for revitalizing the urban area of
the old bazaar shows that the main and most important ac-
tions must first be taken to organize and protect the crucial
elements of the historic city, including the Old Bazaar, Mul-
lah Hossein Caravanserai, Old Square and Ghiasieh School,
which will pave the way for further actions, and until this is
done, other revitalization strategies in this area will not be
able to play their role properly.
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