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The Predominance of the Romancesque Form in the
Historiographical Traditions: Report of an Experimental Study
on the Linguistic Form

Seyed Reza Vasmegar’/Mohammadali Akbari*

Abstract

The present article is a report on the problem, research method, basic concepts, and results of a
study on the predominant linguistic form of historiographical texts. This formalist study examines the
undisputable diversity of historiographical texts under three basic and, at least seemingly, irreducible
genres: chronicle, historical research, and historical novel. By assessing the linguistic form in thirteen
randomly selected historical writings based on the proposed formalist criteria, certain noteworthy
results can be obtained as to whether the historical language, in its broadest and most diverse
sense, has a romancesque or novelesque form. The romance and the novel are recognized as two
fundamental linguistic forms in fiction and other literary genres. Bearing this, as well as settling
on this point that a romancesque work (such as the tales of “One Thousand and One Nights” or
chivalric romance) is not concerned with human reality, identifying any trace of romancesque work
in historiographical traditions should be considered a precarious endeavor. Through negative and
critical considerations of the three main genres mentioned above, the present report seeks to evoke
an image-albeit a vague one-of a transformation beyond the existing situation in historiography.
Keywords: Historiography, Romancesque Form, Novelesque Form, Chronicle, Historical Research,
Historical Novel.
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2. Frank Ankersmit, History and Tropology: The Rise and Fall of Metaphor (University of California Press, 1994),
p. 4.
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3. The Black Slave, Spanish/Portuguese folktale (English text), available in: https://www.worldoftales.com/
European_folktales/Romanic_folktale_5.html#gsc.tab=0.
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1. Ana Maria Matute, Bernardino, 1961 (Spanish text), available in: https://docplayer.es/70472945-
Bernardino-1961-ana-maria-matute-ausejo.html.
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