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Abstract

Introduction: Female-headed households are vulnerable and neglected
social groups in natural disasters who always subjected to violence due
to cultural and social issues. The aim of this study was to investigate the
lived experience of female-headed households from post-earthquake
violence in Kermanshah province.

Methods: The study population was all women affected by the
earthquake and 15 of them were purposefully interview in person. The
sample size was continue using theoretical sampling until theoretical
saturation. Data collected by interpretive phenomenological strategy and
analyzed by Dickelman.et al (1989).

Results: 474 open source code, aasub-themes and fmain themes

extracted. Findings of violence against women founded to include "unfair
access to resources, stigma, lack of security, and the destruction of
communities." The results of this study show that the elimination of
violence against these women depends on the removal of cultural barriers
before the events and attention to their decision-making power in the
heart of the family and society.

Gialioil Goodarzi, T., Satar, P., Shekarbeigi, A., Living Experience of Female-Headed Households from
Post-Earthquake Violence (A Case Study of Female-Headed Households Living in Earthquake-Stricken
Areas of Kermanshah Province): Quarterly Journal of Women and Society. 2022; 13 (50): 99-108.

#Corresponding Author: Parvin Satar
Address: Department of Social Work, Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran.

Tell: 09186883446
Email: sparvin1359@gmail.com



mailto:sparvin1359@gmail.com

Living Experience of Female-Headed Households from Post-Earthquake Violence...

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Women are more vulnerable to disasters
than men are. Studies [8], [18], [12], [15],
[16], [3], [2] confirmed the link between
natural disasters and the increase in
violence against women, the effects of
which in some cases go beyond the
immediate consequences of the catastrophe.

Enarson (2012) considers natural disasters
to be a social process rooted in the
relationships and patterns of socio-
historical development of societies that
marginalize women and expose them to
violence, and while living in temporary
shelters that provide security. There is no
privacy; they are at risk of rape and
violence [citation needed]. Among the
vulnerable groups of women in disaster are
women and girls who are heads of
households who are under more pressure in
emergencies due to lack of access to
opportunities and resources. Therefore, the
present study seeks to answer the question
of what violent experiences did the
earthquake create for female-headed
households living in the earthquake-
stricken areas of Kermanshah province?

In this study, in order to understand the
experience of women and girls heads of
households from post-earthquake violence,
an interpretive phenomenological strategy
is used. Interpretive phenomenology values
the specific experiences of individuals as a
credit source of knowledge and is
appropriate for achieving the participants'
mental experience.

Considering that among the earthquake-
stricken cities of Kermanshah province,
Sarpol-e-Zahab city suffered the most
damage, the study population consisted of
all women and girls who were the heads of
households in the earthquake-stricken city
of Sarpol-e-Zahab. Purposeful sampling we
used to select individuals. They selected
based on two criteria: A) Proportion
between their experience and the purpose of

the study. Accordingly, women who
experienced the Kermanshah earthquake in
November 2017 and subjected to violence
after the earthquake identified as the target
sample; B) had the characteristics of an
informed person aware of the subject
matter, which interpreted as a key
participant or informant.

The sample size continued through
theoretical sampling until theoretical
saturation. In a qualitative study, the
number of people interviewed cannot be
predict with certainty [7] Based on this,
information obtained from 15 women and
girls heads of households. Data were
collected using in-depth individual
interviews. The interview form was
twofold: the main questions that examined
the experience of violence among women,
Sub-questions that followed the main
questions and based were on specific and
unique experiences of women

The approximate average interview time
was 45 minutes. Due to ethical
considerations and all standard
requirements, such as location, time, and
limitation of the interview, all interviews a
conducted after obtaining the permission of
the anonymous participants. We analyzed
the data based on the analysis method of
Dickelman et al. (1989).

In the data analysis process, 474 open
source code, 55 sub-themes and 4
comprehensive or main themes an
extracted. The answer to the main research
question "What is your experience of post-
earthquake violence?" We found four main
categories: unfair access to resources,
stigma, lack of security, and destruction of
communities.

Unfair access to resources: In the
recovery period, women discriminated
against at all levels, have fewer resources
and rights than men, and have to endure
additional and disproportionate pressures
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that make them less likely to rehabilitate.
[4].

It must be my husband to deliver the
canopy. "Because the convent was handed
over to the (male) head of the family".

Hot stigma: Even in disaster, women
heads of households are not safe from the
professions and motivations of those
around them. In such an environment, they
face a variety of negative behaviors towards
themselves.

"Some of these engineers and architects
who came to renovate. "To offer a
friendship or concubine until you find out
about a divorce".

Lack of security: In the insecurity of the
shelter and the living conditions of the
airport, the possibility of violence against
women and girls increases.

"The toilets are not locked, some of them
put their heads down, they come to the toilet
at once !! "We had to go to the bathroom as
a group or with one of the men".

As the presence of strangers in the area
increased, some female-headed households
felt insecure, as many strangers and
addicted men pitched tents next to them and
felt that anyone could easily enter their
tents.

"The walls of the tents were very thin and
there were no locks. One night a dead man
had brought his head from the tent inside. "I
ran away until I screamed".

Destruction of communities: In the

catastrophe, the collapse of traditional
communities and families affects women's
social protection systems and exposes them
to vulnerability and violence [5].
" Migrating a lot after the earthquake. 1 do
not know anyone now. "l have not been
able to come out and eat in the air since this
worker came".

In the absence of discipline in the process
of delivering relief items, some women felt

that in order to receive aid, they had to
respect their dignity.

"In the hustle and bustle of the distribution
of aid, some men reached out or pushed
each other, very often saying: 'So-and-so -
" Was there no one else ?! Weak "l had to
go because of my children, | had no one
else."

Women and girls heads of households
become more vulnerable and harassed after
the disaster due to the loss of protection and
security facilities, often due to the
destruction of social networks, cultural
taboos, lack of privacy in the camp, and
Lack of private health facilities occurs,
especially during resettlement in the camp.
The findings of this study show that the
basic structure of patriarchy and the lack of
a gender perspective in relief and crisis
management programs neglect the rights
and capacity of women. In addition to being
vulnerable to disaster, women do not have
access to health care services and are
victims of wviolence. This violence
exacerbated when women do not have
problems expressing themselves due to
cultural taboos and it is difficult to obtain
accurate  statistics and information.
Therefore, the elimination of violence
against these women depends on the
removal of cultural barriers before the
events and attention to decision-making
power. They are at the heart of the family
and society.
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