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Abstract

Introduction: The aim of this study is to investigate the relationship
between religiousness and the tendency to beg among women beggars in
Shiraz.

Methods: The statistical population of this survey research included all
female beggars and quasi-beggars aged above 12 in Shiraz, Iran. The
sample size also included 384 beggars selected through the cluster
sampling method and the simple random sampling method. Data were
collected using a valid and reliable questionnaire and data analysis was
performed using statistical software including SPSS and Smart PLS.
Findings: The results showed that the relationship between the ritual
dimension of religiosity and inclination to beg (P= -0.42) produced the
highest correlation coefficient, while the lowest coefficient (P= -0.26) was
observed in the relationship between the doctrinal dimension of religiosity
and begging. Moreover, the relationship between the consequential (P= -
0.33), experimental (P= -0.36), and emotional (P= -0.37) dimensions of
religiosity and inclination to beg had negative, reverse, and significant
correlation coefficients. The results obtained from structural equation
modeling Smart PLS showed that religiousness had moderate and negative
effects on the inclination to beg and could explain a total of 25% of the
variance of the tendency to beg variable.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Over history and in all countries (either
developing or developed), the issue of
begging has disturbed cities and harmed
the mental structure of society. The issue
of begging has also a long history in Iran
and has always been a major concern for
national and regional authorities due to its
heinousness from a cultural perspective
and its illegal nature. Thus, it is considered
a social problem (3). In addition, begging
is condemned by Islam, and religion and
cultural worldviews build lasting self-
esteem by providing contexts in which one
values oneself (6) that could lead to the
reduction of social harms and social
anomalies, including begging in various
dimensions.

Shiraz is a city where begging is
remarkably prevalent, and the issue of
women’s begging harms the city. This has
occurred due to the increasing presence of
migrants in Shiraz and the subsequent
changes in values and cultural beliefs that
intensify  harmful  behaviors  (e.g.,
beggary).

The present study was an applied one in
terms of purpose, extensive in terms of
scale, micro-scale in terms of range, and
cross-sectional in terms of its temporal
framework, and the aim of that was to
investigate the relationship  between
religiousness and the tendency to beg
among women beggars in shiraz city.

Methods

The current study was conducted using
the qualitative methodology (i.e., survey),
and data collection was performed using a
researcher-made  questionnaire  with
approved reliability and validity. The
population included all female beggars and
quasi-beggars in Shiraz aged above 12
who were around 3500 people according

to the statistics collected from Shiraz
Municipality. Using Cochran’s formula,
384 people were selected as the sample to
represent the population. The sampling
procedure consisted of two stages where a
cluster sampling was followed by a simple
random sampling process. Data analysis
was performed using statistical software
including SPSS and Smart PLS, and
convenient  statistical tests  were
implemented to test the hypotheses.

Findings and Discussion

The results showed that there were
negative  correlations  between  the
dimensions of religiosity (including the
ritual dimension, experiential dimension,
doctrinal dimension, consequential
dimension, and emotional dimension), its
total value, and inclination to beg. In this
regard, the relationship between the ritual
dimension of religiosity and inclination to
beg (P= -0.42) produced the highest
correlation coefficient, while the lowest
coefficient (P= -0.26) was observed in the
relationship  between the  doctrinal
dimension of religiosity and begging.
Moreover, the relationship between the
consequential (P=-0.33), experimental (P=
-0.36), and emotional (P= -0.37)
dimensions of religiosity and inclination to
beg had negative, reverse, and significant
correlation coefficients. Thus, it could be
argued that as religiosity and its
dimensions became more highlighted (P=
0.34), the inclination to beg in women
would decrease (Tablel). In this way, all
hypotheses of the study were confirmed.
The results obtained from structural
equation modeling Smart PLS showed that
religiosity had moderate effects (-0.506)
on inclination to beg and could explain a
total of 25% of the variance of tendency
toward begging.
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Table 1. Correlation between independent and dependent variables

Variable Dimensions Tendency to Beg among women
beggars
The correlation Sig®
coefficient
Doctrinal -0.26 0.000
Consequential -0.33 0.000
Religiousness Ritual -0.42 0.000
Experiential -0.36 0.001
Emotional -0.37 0.002
The total value of -0.34 0.000

religiosity

*Sig =significance level
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Islam maintains the moral organization
of society by emphasizing values like
salvation or justifying one’s suffering and
failure, and this brings together the
members of society and results in social
solidarity. Thus, Islam has significant
potential to reduce inclination to beg and
can reduce such inclination via various
dimonsions of religiosity. The findings of
the present study were in line with the
theories of Hirschi and Durkheim.

Conclusion

It can be said that religiousness can have
counteracting  effects on  women’s
tendency to beg, and it is recommended to
pay more attention to the ritual dimension
of religiosity.
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