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Abstract

On March 16, 1988 chemical attack on the Kurdish town of Halabja by Iraqi
forces under Saddam Hussein, the largest ever chemical weapons attack,
Killed between 3000 to 5000 civilians, and injured 7000 to 10000 ones.
Despite the depth and severity of this tragedy, due to the victims' lack of
access to the media, it did not make a clear image in the world public
opinion and even among the Kurds themselves; but the proliferation of social
media allowed victims to draw global public attention to the crime. This
paper is to study the Kurdish activism in cyberspace by a focus on the 33rd
chemical anniversary of Halabja through analyzing their hashtag activism on
the social network Twitter. Research results show that 8 main axes in
Kurdish hashtag activism are highlighted on Twitter, which include:
Narration of the Halabja tragedy on Twitter, a manifestation of symbolism in
virtual activism by republishing photos of Omar Khavar and his child,
pursuing the suffering of this pain in the faces of the survivors, the media
coverage of the Halabja tragedy worldwide, Halabja as a common pain, not
forgetting the Halabja tragedy, the founders of the Halabja genocide, and
switching between online and offline activism boundaries. Based on the
research results, Twitter acts as an online public sphere for Kurds, enabling
them to develop an alternative discourse on the Halabja tragedy by creating a
media stream.

Keywords: Virtual Public Sphere, Halabja Chemical Attack, Twitter users,
Hashtag activism, Virtual Memorial.
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1. 33 years since Chemical Weapons fired by Saddam slaughtered the town of
#Halabja, killing over 5000 & seriously injuring over 7000. Children, blinded,
frothed at the mouth before dying in their dead parents arms. From the pets to the
grandparents everyone died.

2. The poison gas smelled like apples, the last thing children said before they died
was "Mom, it smells like apples here."

3. Elma kokusu ile geldi 6lum.

4. Halepge yek ji wan biriné heli dijwar e ku nayé ji birkirin.

5. “To forget the dead would be akin to killing them a second time.”
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2. Companies that sold them chemicals and governments that turned a blind are yet

to be held to account.

3. | believe every Kurd is traumatised by #Halabja attacks. It had such a devastating
impact on our people that even the new generation can’t deal with it.
4. Helebce birina hevpar a bédermankiri ya gelé kurd e. Em Helebceyé ji bir nakin.

Lo e 5,515 Yy cmd 3LSYI S5 e ed e Vs e Y O Com de ol & sulal 6 sl ods B
;.::Lw‘y\-\»Arj‘jzjb.:.lmjcww&w\dfuu\ys;bwgbk}:Qﬁ\jﬂ|
6. To commemorate the victims of #Halabja massacre, people in Kurdistan stand

silence for 5 minutes at 11:00.
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1. President #Barzani's standing to respect the martyrs of Halabja chemical attack.
#Halabja #HalabjaGenocide.
2. The Iragi parliament commemorates the 33rd anniversary of the chemical
weapons attack on #Halabja.
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1. At the beginning there was a sweet apple scent in the air, the children became
cheerful at first sight. But it killed thousands in less than a minute. “Mom, there is
an apple scent!” We will never forget Halabja. #HalabjaGenocide.

2. "Daye bthna séva t€” O giin katledilen ¢ocuklarin son sozii olarak tarihe yazildu...
#Halepce
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1. Never forget. Never forget the Halabja Genocide. Never forget the Anfal
campaign. Never forget the things Saddam Hussein did to the Kurds. Never forget
that this is still happening to our people. #HalabjaGenocide
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1. 33 years later, the 16th of March still remains a dark day for us Kurds... a day
which will never be forgotten #Halabja
2. The deepest of wounds for every Kurdish individual.
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4. The world must unite to eliminate WMDs and prevent another genocide.
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1. Peter Dahlgren
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1. Saddam wanted to kill all Kurds and their heritage. 33 years later Kurdish kids
having fun dismantling his fighters. #Halabja.
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1. President #Barzani's standing to respect the martyrs of Halabja chemical attack.
#Halabja #HalabjaGenocide.
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1. The people of Halabja continue to suffer from the long-term psychological,
health, and environmental consequences of the poison gas attack.
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