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Abstract

Kitab al-Tib (The Book of Aromatics) composed by al-Khazin (living
in 421 AH./1030 A.D.), is an Arabic treatise written in the
fourth/tenth century containing a prologue and five chapters dealing
with Simple Aromatic Substances (musk, amber, aloeswood,
camphor) and including 23 recipes for making compound aromatics
(al-Nadd, al‘'Ud al-Mutarra, al-Lakhlakha, al-Ghaliya, al-Dharira, al-
Ramik, al-Sukk and, Duhn Al-Ban). This article tries to prepare a
critical edition of Kitab al-Ttb based on the extant copies and
considering the parallel texts. In addition to the edited text, the article
contains the translation of the prologue to the treatise and a discussion
about the title and author of it, while trying to shed light on the
toponyms and ethnonyms used for the appellation of simple aromatics
of different types.

Keywords: Kitab al-Tth; Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-
Khazin; Medieval Islamic Perfumery.
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Introduction

Kitab al-Ttb (The Book of Aromatics) composed by Muhammad b. al-
Hasan b. Ibrahtm al-Khazin (living in 421/1030), is an Arabic treatise
dealing with aromatics written in the fourth/tenth century.
Notwithstanding the lack of information about this book and its author
in the historical and classic bio-bibliographical sources, its
considerable influence on the later sources could be seen in the
scholarly Persian and Arabic books, mostly without naming them;!
however, given the textual evidence in the extant copies, brief
accounts can be given of him.?

His full name in the oldest copy’s colophon is Abtu Bakr
Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-Khazin, and in addition to the
title of al-Khazin, his declaration in the prologue to Kitab al-Tib
concerning the writing of both Mujmal al-Sana ‘at and Kitab al-Ttb to
be used in the treasuries of kings, can also be seen as confirming that
he has been serving as a treasurer.® Likewise, given what al-Khazin
has mentioned quoting from his father concerning the price of the
Indian aloeswood (See the critical edition), it seems that the treasury
was his inherited job.

He has dedicated both of the two mentioned works to Sahib b.
‘Abbad, the Buyid* vizier, so, he might have been working in the
Buyid court and the books should have been written before the death
of Sahib b. ‘Abbad in 385/995.

Based on the quoted colophon in the PG (Figure 1), in 21 Jamadi I
421/1030, in Ghazna, al-Khazin has inscribed a copy of Kitab al-Tib.
He has probably moved to Ghazna, After the defeat of Buyids from

1. For Kitab al-Tib’s influence on the Islamic pharmacological tradition see:
(Karamati and Qosi, “Perfumery in the Pharmacological Tradition of the Medieval
Islam”)

2. Sezgin (V/355) has identified him with Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Ibrahim al-
‘Attar al-As‘ardi, the author of Mukhtasar fi al-Hisab, which its unique copy, No.
4857, is preserved at Hagia Sophia Library, also no mention of al-As ardi was found
in the sources.

3. It is worth mentioning that the title of Khazin, also, has been using for librarians
(Mahdavi Damghani 47-48).

4. A dynasty ruled in the Iranian plateau and Iraq during 4%-5/10"-11" centuries;
See EI? s.v. BUWAYHIDS or BUYIDS.
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the Ghaznavids® and the capture of Ray by the Ghaznavid Mahmiid in
420/1029.

In 2015 It has already been published by Zakkir, based on the
oldest extant copy (MS. no. 174B, Garrett collection in Princeton
University); irrespective of the manuscript’s folio disorderliness that
caused the text conflation with the Ibn Masawaih’s Jawahir al-Tib.
the editor also ignored the other extant copies in the edition of Kitab
al-Tib(al-Khazin), so, preparing a critical edition of this treatise is still
necessary.

Manuscripts and Parallel Texts
There are four known copies of Kitab al-Tib, as follows:

- PG = Princeton University, Garrett collection, MS. 174 B,
copied in 10" of Rabi‘ IT 590/1194,from a holograph dated
21% of Jamadi 1 421/1030.

- TM = Tehran, Malek National Library and Museum, MS.
1569/9, copied in 12" of Dhu al-Qa‘da 913/1508.

- LR = Leipzig University, Refaiya Collection, MS. 768, copied
in 12th/18th or the early 13th/19th century.

- CT = Cairo, Egyptian National Library, Tibb Taymur
collection, MS. 236, copied in 1331/1912.

Some pieces of evidence including a similar note in the PG, TM
and, LR referring to the content and order of the treatises, the
information presented in the colophons, different variants in the TM
and LR, and the same text conflation in the PG and CT, leads us to a
stemma codicum presented in Error! Reference source not found..

1. A dynasty ruled in eastern Iran and what is now Afghanistan, from 4%/10" to
6t"/12" centuries; See EI? s.v. GHAZNAWIDS.
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Diagram 1. Kitab al-Tib’s stemma codicum.

The PG’s folios were bound in a disorderly manner; after rearranging
it based on a comparison with the other copies, the folio numbers
should be changed as follows:!

Table 1- Correction of the Leaf Number of the PG

Present

1-8

26

17-22

24-25

23

9-16

Correct

10-15

16-17

18

19-26

Considering these transpositions, references are made here to the
correct folio numbers.

The Title
The title appears in two ways, in the manuscripts:

1. This is based on the most probable case. For a detailed discussion about the
manuscripts of Kitab al-Tib see: (Qosi and Karamati).
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- In the first folio of PG, the title as o3 el SN Clll GLS
(PG: 1r.) “Kitab al-Tib by Abi al-Hasan al-Khazin” has been
added with a different script and ink.

- In LR and TM the title as wstes S35 colall alinf 3 ,n0 3 juasses
550y S gmadl 0 Slelis C\jsi;s} ceralls 4 i staedl B ae MR
dozes maz ololl S155 5 e patn ¥ L La by JIally sl 51,0
3Bl el o (LR: 1r)! “A brief account of explanation of
Aromatics and mentioning their mines and types and
differentiate between fakes and originals and mentioning their
different recipes like al-ma‘janat (amalgams) and al-nudad and
al-dhara’ir (catapasms) and al-lakhalikh and al-ghawali, etc. of

which no treasury would be independent, combined by
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Khazin”.

Although the recently added title of PG is different from the TM
and LR, assuming that PG is the exemplar for the other copies (See
above), it can be argued that the original title of PG might have been
the same.

Such a descriptive title was not mentioned in the author’s prologue,
although it has included partly the same expressions, indeed, the
author has not mentioned any specific title for the treatise and has only
called it “shay’'un min san‘t al-tib” (something from the art of
perfume) (See the critical edition).

Also, the titles of two other versions, falsely ascribed to lbn
Mandawayh and Ibn Kaysan(Karamati and Qosi, “On the
Authorship”), have not been mentioned by the author or even in the
text of the different versions. Thus, none of the mentioned titles in
various versions and manuscripts can be considered as the title
selected by the author. For all these reasons, in the present edition, the
well-known title of Kitab al-Tib has been accepted.

A Description of the Text
Kitab al-Ttb contains a prologue and five chapters. The first four
chapters deal with Simple Aromatic Substances (musk, amber,

1. In TM this title appears in a note before the treatise (p. 97) with slight differences
in certain words.
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aloeswood, camphor). In these chapters, in addition to describing each
aromatic substance, the ways of recognizing its impurities and the
places from where it is obtained are also mentioned and the chapter
five, types of amalgams ("Anwa“ al-Ma'junat), deals with 23 recipes
for making compound aromatics.

The Prologue

In the prologue, the author dedicates the treatise to Sahib b. ‘Abbad
and by explaining his purpose of writing this treatise, he has
introduced another work composed by himself.! Given the importance
of this prologue, its translation is presented here.

After all, when the servant of our master, al-Sahib, the honorable,
“Kafi al-Kufat”? may God prolong his life, and sustain his victory and
superiority and destroy his enemies, saw the signs of liberality and
constant benevolence towards himself, attempted to find a way to
approach his noble and exalted service and made his mind up on what
draws him nearer unto that glorious presence. So, he found no way
more valuable and more influential than the way of knowledge in its
various forms.

He had provided a collection for the court treasuries and called it
Mujmal al-Sana‘at arranging it in ten chapters. Chapter one,
concerning the jewelry, its mines, characteristics, and prices; chapter
two, about gold and silver mines and their states; chapter three,
concerning types of cash and accountancy (Jahbadha);® Chapter four,
dealing with mintage management and its conditions; chapter five,
about melting gold and silver; chapter six, concerning providing
adornment (Siyaghat); chapter seven, dealing with foil and spun gold;
chapter eight, in using silk brocade (Dibaj) and silk fabrication;
chapter nine, about buying and selling and acting as a middleman;
chapter ten, about sewing and spinning.

So, he intended to write about the art of perfume that would not
exist in other books to draw himself nearer to him, and what he has
composed be an instruction of which no treasury would be

1. The prologue in TM is a bit summarized and transcribed in the page 99 with
changes in certain words.

2. A title which was then only used for Sahib b. ‘Abbad.

3. See: El2, s.v. DJAHBADH.
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independent. And in his writing, he explained things that are useful to
the nobles rather than the ignoble and arranged it in several chapters
comprising of principal aromatics, simple and compound ones, and
their causes and types and varieties and mines. And confined himself
to discuss musk, amber, aloeswood, and camphor because these are
the major aromatics from which amalgams are produced. In what
intended to [write], he always took brevity and conciseness into
consideration and not prolixity and verbosity. Allah is sufficient for
him; an Excellent Guardian is.

Chapter One: Musk

It introduces types of musk and the qualities of each, as follows: al-
Sini (Chinese), al-Tubutti® (Tibetan), al-Tawmasti’® al-Naybali
(Nepalese), al-Khata'® (Cathay), al-Tatart* (Tatarian), al-Kharkhizi
(Kyrgyz), al-Bahr1 (Oceanic), al-Qishmiri (Kashmiri). Also, explains
the origin of musk and the method of testing its purity; likewise,
indicates to the perfumer (‘Attar) of Fakhr al-Dawla,> Abu al-Hasan
Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah, known as Ibn Bilka® and Ustadh al-Ra’is Abi
al-Fadl b. ‘Amid.’

1. In the transcription of the kinds of Aromatics, the diacritical marks of PG were
followed.

2. Attributed to Tawmast (Mdosmad/Amdo), an area in the northeast of Tibet which
is also recorded in the Islamic period literature as Tasmat and Dhiismat (King, Scent
from the Garden of Paradise 200).

3. Attributed to Khata (Cathay). It is applied to the territory ruled by Kitan Liao
dynasty, consisting of a part of the northern China and southern Mongolia. In the
Islamic sources it appears as Khata / khatai (King, “Early Islamic Sources on the
Kitan Liao: The Role of Trade™).

4. Attributed to Tatar (Tatar), the name of a Mongolic tribal grouping; See EI? s.v.
TATAR.

5. The Buyid ruler in, Hamadan and Isfahan; See EI?> s.v. BUWAYHIDS or
BUYIDS.

6. Tha‘alibi refers to “Ibn Bilka Vandad Khurshid” and has regarded Ibn ‘Amid’s
letter to him as a typical example of eloquence(Tha‘alibi, vol.3: 10); This person
may be the same.

7. The vizier of the Buyid Rukn al-Dawla; See EI? s.v. BUWAYHIDS or BUYIDS.
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Chapter Two: Ambergris

It includes various types of ambergris (al-Shihri,! al-Sulahiti,? al-
Zanj1,® al-Mand)* and the qualities of each; the origin of ambergris
and the method of testing its purity; while introducing civet (Zabad)
and pointing that in amalgams it is sometimes used instead of
ambergris.

Chapter Three: Types of Aloeswood

It consists of various kinds of aloeswood, as follows: al-Hindi,
(Indian)/al-Samandiiri,® al-Qaquli,® al-Sanfi,’ al-Qimari,® al-Bankali
(Bengalese) and the qualities of each one; description of al-ashbah®
(pseudo-aloeswood) and low-quality ones (al-jandarani,'® al-Qafsi,*

1. Attributed to al-Shihr, a district between ‘Adan and ‘Umman, at the coast
(Qazwini 31); there is a city named al-Shihr in Hadhramaut in Yemen.

2. Attributed to Sulahit (/Shalahit), an island of the Java Islands(al-Idrisi, vol.1: 81).
3. Attributed to al-Zanj (Zanzibar), an island in the eastern coast of Africa in
Tanzania.

4. A village of Mikhlaf (district) of Sada’ in Yemen, a dependency of Sa‘na (al-
Hamawi, vol.4: 660); If it is intended a kind of ambergris attributed to a place called
al-Mand, it should have regularly appeared with the attributive Arabic -ya’, but it is
not.

5. Attributed to Samandir, a city two Farsakhs eastern coast of Mihran (Indus) river
near Multan (in modern Pakistan) (al-Hamawi, vol.3: 143).

6. Attributed to al-Qaqula; having described his visit to Java kingdom, Ibn Batata
has recorded his observations of mul Jawa, where he reached after crossing Sumatra.
He has named al-Qaqula and al-Qimara as the two cities of this region(Defrémery
and Sanguinetti, vol.4: 240).

7. Attributed to al-Sanf, a big city in al-Qamirin (modern Assam/Kamarupa)
kingdom(Hudiid Al-‘Alam Min al-Mashriq lla al-Maghrib 64); In the notes to
Hudtd al-‘Alam, Minorsky has identified it with Champa in the modem
Vietnam(Minorsky 240).

8. Attributed to Qimar (Khmer); historical name of the present Cambodia(Minorsky
241); Yaqut has considered Qimar as the common form of al-Qamirtn(al-Hamawri,
vol.4: 173).

9. Shabah (pli Ashbah) in Islamic perfumery and jewelry, predicates which would be
confused with genuine perfume or jewel. Identification of the pseudo-perfumes and
jewels and to differentiate the pseudo from genuine was usually taken into
consideration by the Islamic Jewelry and perfumery tradition.

10. Attributed to Jandaran; according to Ibn al-Athir, it is a mountain near al-
Qayruwan(Ibn Athir, vol.4: 254); It has also been recorded in various sources
Jandarawar, Jandarawan and Jandaraward, in the proximity of Multan, but compared
with QafsT (see the next footnote) this should also be associated with Qayruwan.
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al-Matbiikh?); the origin of aloeswood and the method of its
production. by introducing the Indian aloeswood, the author has
emphasized its preciousness and reports some stories to support the
idea, as follows: Quoting from a native of Mansiira® that the kings of
India accumulate the Indian aloeswood like other kings accumulate
gold; quoting from his father concerning an expensive Indian
aloeswood which had been purchased for Ibn al-Harish al-Razi* and
he dedicated it to Ibn Abt al-S3j;> and, quoting from Ibn Ab1 al-S3j
that Ibn Qaraba al-‘Attar® bought the Indian aloeswood for him at a
high price in Baghdad.

Chapter Four: Camphor
It describes al-Fansiiri’ camphor pointing out that other types of
camphor (al-Zabaji,! al-Mahnashan,? al-Stjan® are obtained from this

1. Attributed to Qafsa, a city near Qayruwan(al-Hamawi, vol.4: 151); Considering
that the tree from which aloeswood is obtained (Aquilaria) grows in the southeast of
Asia, the African aloeswood (Jandarani and Qafsi) have probably been pseudo-
aloeswood. Khazin has not also attached importance to it and rejecting its use.

2. Literally it means “baked” and perhaps an artificial kind of aloeswood.

3. A big city in the middle of the Mihran river like an island(Hudiid Al- ‘Alam Min
al-Mashriq Ila al-Maghrib 124); It is also called Birahman Abad, Its ruins are now
forty-seven miles north-east of Hyderabad(Minorsky 372).

4. No informationpwas found about this person who is mentioned as Ra’is al-Ray
(Ray’s ruler); Most people known as Ibn al-Harish were traditionist (muhaddith) and
none of them had a relationship with the subject of this article. Searching possible
distorted forms, like Ibn al-Hadish, Ibn al-Haris, Ibn al-Kharish, Ibn al-Jarish and
etc. didn’t lead to a definite conclusion.

5. Most probably he was Yisuf b. Abi al-S3j, the Governor of Adharbayijan and
Armenia in the time of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mugtadir, who invaded Ray in
311/923 killing Ahmad b. ‘Alf of the family of Sa‘lak, who was ruling Ray on
behalf the Samanids by the order of the caliph and took control of Ray (Dhu al-Hajja
311/923); In the early 313/925 he went to Hamadan, but by a popular uprising in
Ray in Jamadi al-Thani 313, once again he attacked it; Finally, in a battle with
Qarmatians Ibn Abt al-S3j was killed in Shawwal 315/927 (Ibn Athir, vol.8: 144 and
170).

6. Ibn Qaraba is probably identified with the same person whose name appears in
the events between Tiizin and his rivals in Baghdad in Dhu al-Hijja 332/944 (Salt
263).

7. Attributed to Fansir (Panchir) in the western coast of Sumatra(Minorsky 240-
41).
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kind. The method of testing its purity; artificial camphor called al-
Musa‘ad (Distilled); the origin of camphor and the method of its
production, are the other issues discussed in this chapter.

Chapter Five: Types of Amalgams

It consists of recipes for a group of compound perfumes, as follows:
nine recipes for producing types of al-Nadd; six recipes for making
types of freshenedealoeswoode(al'Ud al-Mutarrd); three recipes for
making types of al-Lakhlakha; the method of making al-Ghaliya and
al-Dharira (two recipes for each); the method of making al-Ramik,* al-
Sukk® and Duhn Al-Ban (Ben oil).

Editing Method

As PG has considerable missing leaves, in the critical editing, the
other copies must be used, because they are from the same genealogy.
Since LR is the most similar copy to PG and has fewer mistakes, it is
more reliable than the other copies. Though TM is older than LR,
because of having more mistakes, it is less helpful, and, CT is not
worth considering since it has omitted significant parts of the text,
combining it with another work. Meanwhile, since the Ibn Kaysan and
Ibn Mandawayh versions have already been published, there is no
need of mentioning their variants in this edition, although they have
been collated and, in some cases, have been referred to.

Given that the PG has been copied from the holograph, it can be
said that the grammatical errors in the text probably appeared by the

1. Attributed to Zabaj/Zabij which is thegame as Java. In the manuscripts of this text
and in most of the Islamic literature it appears as Rabahi and Riyahi; however, al-
Karmali has regarded these variants as a misreading of Zabaji(Karmali 159-64).

2. It may be taken to be as a variant of mah nishan, a Persian word, meaning what is
[because of its whiteness] an indication of the moon.

3. It is probably a corrupted or arabicized form of Persian Stihan (file) that can be
referred to its erosion. Sthan is also the name of a village in Siam (modern
Thailand); Perhaps the modern SupanBuri (Muhammad rabi‘ b. Muhammad Ibrahim
43); However, the text suggests that “S@ijan” is a confused form of “mahnashan”,
which strengthen the first meaning.

4. A medicine compounded of black vitriol, syrup of grapes and etc. that is
pronounced in Persian as Ramak (Al-Birtini 287-88).

5. A substance compounded of Ramik and musk (Al-Biriini 288).
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author, Nevertheless, these errors have been corrected in the text and
mentioned in the footnotes.

There are some differences in the Subject-verb agreement
especially between TM and PG; also, TM has omitted the conjunctive
“wa” «s» In some cases; these differences did not mention.

The orthography

In the process of critical editing, the contemporary Arabic orthography
is observed, however, due to the importance of PG, Its orthographic
characteristics are mentioned here:

The Hamza (glottal stop) has not been written with alif, and
just (1) occurs alone or with a diacritic like (1) or (1).

The Hamza has not been written after alif and ya’ (<) and

instead alif with a madd (elongation of vowels) and ya’ alone
occur. For example, “ma’” (-\) and “shay’” () have been

written as (T ) and (%) respectively.

The Hamza with ya’ has been written as dotted ya’ ( . ). For

example, “li ‘alla” () has been written as (DU).

The Hamza has not been written on waw (s ). For example,
“yu’thiru” (53) 1S as ().

There is no difference in the writing of alif magsira
(shortened alif) and ya’. Both occur as the same.

Sometimes Alif is not written between the word. For example,
“thalatha” (M) occurs as («L).

Sometimes a redundant alif occurs between the word. For
example, “mi’a” (&) is written as (LL).

Sometimes separated alif is not written after absent masculine
plural. For example, “yasfii”” (1se2) with alif occurs as (siz.).

Sometimes separated alif is written in the absent masculine
single. For example, “yaffuwu” (seks) occurs as (I sks).
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- Elongated alif (alif mamdud) at the beginning of the word is
written without madd. For example, “akhir” (~T) occurs as

).
- Alif magsira has sometimes been written as (! ). For example,
“aghla” (Js1) occurs as (Ms!).

- Compound numbers are written as connected. For example,
“thaldth mi’a” («» &ME) occurs as (4Ld).

- In some cases, the tanwin alif is written without the tanwin
sign.

- Sometimes (s) occurs as (s).

Regardless of the specific forms of writing the words, the dotting
and vocalization (tashkil) of the words in PG are also noteworthy; So,
the words in the edited text are vocalized as appeared in PG and for
the missing parts of it, the other copies have been followed. Undotted
words, except those with different meanings, have not been mentioned
as variant readings.
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Figure 1- quoted colophon in PG
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