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Introduction:

Undoubtedly, the discussion of sustainability and sustainable development regardless of
cities and urbanization will be meaningless. Cities are considered as the main cause of
instability in the world because the characteristics of our era are urbanization, increased
population of cities and, consequently, the development of small and large cities.
During the period of 1990-2030, the population of urban areas will grow to about 3.3
billion people, of which 90% will be in the urban areas of developed countries. Urban
planners are attracted to the concept of sustainable urban development due to the reality
of rapid urbanization growth in the world today and its continuation in the future as well
as the considerable growth of metropolises especially in poor countries and its harmful
consequences for the inhabitants of these areas. The concept of sustainable development
has been used in various ways in various forms, but the most central idea is the World
Commission on Development and Environment, which was stated in 1987. According
to the definition of sustainable development, the needs of the present generation should
be met without sacrificing the ability of future generations to meet their needs. In Iran,
the process of development has been rapid and without planning and considerations of
urban centers. It has destroyed marginal lands, gardens and forests as well as caused
water, air and soil pollution on a large scale on in urban environments. This has upset
the balance of ecosystems. The metropolis of Isfahan has been selected as the subject of
the present study. Based on the statistics and data available in various fields of urban
sustainability, it has a considerable distance from global standards. In addition, the
increase of population (more than 8 times) during recent decades has posed the city to
numerous social, physical, environmental and housing problems. The other problems
are poor transportation, inappropriate use of natural resources, change and destruction
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of ecosystems, change of land use and the creation of unbalanced urban spaces in the
city, environmental pollution, inadequate wastewater disposal, lack of interaction
between different sub-sectors of transportation, low level of services, high population
density and insecurity. These are the serious challenges facing sustainable urban
development.

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of the purpose of the research and descriptive-
analytical in terms of the nature and methodology. The research is based on library
studies and field work. The data collection tool is a questionnaire completed by 375
people that were randomly selected. In order to achieve the research objectives, 16
indicators were extracted, including third place, accessibility, inevitability, dynamism
and vitality, comfort and security, flexibility, performance, form, meaning and content,
social sustainability, social security, social interaction, social justice, social
participation, social belonging and social identity. One-sample t-test, Pearson’s
correlation, and Friedman test were used to discover the stability indices and the role of
third places on them. The geographical area of this study included all the 15 regions in
the city of Isfahan. However, to represent the entire city, District 8 in the north, District
9 in the west, District 3 in the center and the historical texture, District 4 in the east and
District 6 in the south of Isfahan were selected.

Results and discussion

A multiple-sample t-test is used to determine the status of the sustainability indicators.
Multiple regression analysis is also used to study the simultaneous effects of the eight
components of the independent variable (third places) on the dependent variable (social
stability). For this purpose, first the social stability variable as a dependent variable and
the eight components of third urban places (accessibility and permeability, inviting,
dynamism and vitality, comfort and security, flexibility and functionality, function and
structure, form and meaning and content) are as independent variables are studied by a
stepwise method. In order to evaluate the status of the dynamics and vitality component
of urban third places, a one-sample t-test was conducted. This test is one of the simplest
types of t-tests used to determine whether the average observed in a random sample is
equal to the assumed population average or not. In order to investigate the relationship
between the quality variables of the third urban place (form, function and meaning and
content) and the identified urban spaces in Isfahan, Pearson’s correlation coefficients
served to compare the situations of social stability in different urban areas of Isfahan.
The one-way analysis of variance was done and finally, in order to investigate the
spatial correlation between the effects (selected indicators) through the Weights
Manager box and a set of tools available in the Geoda software, the weights and
coefficients in the pattern process were obtained.

Conclusion

The sixteen indicators of sustainability of third places in the selected areas of Isfahan
are in relatively good conditions. Also, the macro-indices in the third places, as output
values, were clustered in each index through the Moran | global index. They had a
positive spatial autocorrelation (centralized pattern); among different urban areas, the
highest rate of social stability in the third places was for urban areas 3 and 4 with the
averages of 89.09 and 87.61, respectively, and the lowest level of social stability
belonged to urban areas 6 and 8 with the average values of 83.20 and 83.42,
respectively.
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