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Introduction

One of the new economic opportunities in rural areas is the tourism industry, which is
growing rapidly due to global needs. Among the benefits of tourism, one may refer to
creating employment, foreign exchange, regional balance, contributing to world peace,
investing in cultural heritage, improving the environment, helping to improve wildlife
habitats, developing rural areas with tourist attractions and preventing out-of-town
migration. Security is the first condition for human life and living in a place. If a place is
not safe, it is uninhabitable, and it is not possible to provide a healthy economy until
security prevails. Tourism security is the perceived or real security of the tourist when
traveling to a destination with specific social, political, economic, cultural and physical
dimensions. Security is the most fundamental principle in formulating tourism development
strategies. There are relationships among rural tourism, stability, security and rural
development. The prosperity of tourism follows the development of villages, which
guarantees the security of the village. Since security has a tremendous impact on tourism
development and especially the motivation of private sector investment in rural areas, the
present study aims to analyze the role of security in the development of tourism in the
desert villages of Sorkheh County.

Research methodology

The methodology of this research is based on observable and testable facts. Due to the
nature of the subject, the present study is of an applied type and has been conducted in a
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documentary-survey manner. The statistical population of the study consisted of non-native
tourists who visited the villages of Sorkheh County in the spring of 2019. In order to
identify the factors affecting the safety of tourists in the studied villages, after a survey of
rural planning experts and a review of the research literature, five components and 42 final
criteria were identified. The data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire. The
questionnaire questions were designed taking into account the objectives of the research,
the opinions of the experts and the key components obtained from library studies. The main
constructs of the research variables included security in social, political, economic, cultural
and environmental dimensions. The data analysis was performed using the SPSS software
and the ARS and WASPAS techniques.

Results and discussion

The analysis of the status of tourist security indicators with t-test in the region showed that
all the research indicators are in good conditions. The items of spatial, racial and landscape
stability components are in better positions than the other items. The correlation among the
security indicators in rural tourism in the region is equal to 0.789, which means that the
mentioned indicators have the ability to explain 78% of the changes (variance). The
analysis of the regression variance model showed that there are significant relationships
among different indicators (social, political, cultural, economic and environmental) at the
95% confidence level. In fact, each of these indicators can be important in the tourism
security of the studied villages. Through the analysis of variance ANOVA and the F-test
were performed, it was found that, in political and environmental indicators, the value of
the alpha error (Sig) of the analysis of variance is higher than the acceptable error (0.05).
This means that there is no significant difference among the villages of Sorkheh County in
terms of these indicators of tourism security. Based on the WASPAS technique, it was
shown that the villages of Lasjerd and Biabank (with Qi = 0.1198) have the first rank in
terms of security indicators in rural tourism. Also, according to the ARAS technique, these
two villages are in the first rank among the villages of the county in terms of development
sustainability.

Conclusion

The security of villages and tourists at the time of the survey (Spring 2019) was desirable
due to the appropriate presence of the police and the law enforcement forces in the area, the
significant activity of the traffic police on the roads of the county, the follow-up activities
of the health centers and cultural heritage in ecotourism houses, neighborhood
accommodations for tourists and shopping centers. According to the results of this study,
the level of feeling of security of tourists in the rural areas of the county is a result of the
physical spaces in the villages (morphology and formation of buildings, passages in rural
areas) and their socio-cultural spaces (ethical behavior of the villagers).
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