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Abstract

Dulatabad Farmstead was set up around Qom in the early Qajar era by a person named Mirza
Abolhasan Khan known as Seyed Kahaki. This Farmstead was formed as one of the most
important historical farmstead in the central plateau of Iran mimicking the Keshtkhani castles
patterns and continued to operate with the deployment of people from the Lor Bakhtiari tribe until
the second Pahlavi period coinciding with land reform in Iran. After that, it became a village and
abandoned as farmers began to migrate to the surrounding cities. Parts of the Keshtkhan are now
active Farmsteads with the remnants of physical elements such as; the mill, aqueduct,
caravanserai, wells and Keshtkhani castle can be seen in this place.

The main issue of the research is the increasing destruction of the whole farm of Dulatabad and
its identity change in the shadow of forgetfulness and unawareness of farm dwellers, officials and
scientific communities. This research introduced two questions:

How was Dulatabad Farmstead created? What factors affected the creation and demolition of
Dulatabad Farmstead? This study aimed to introduce Dulatabad Farmstead by analyzing its past
and present forms. For this, an attempt was made to use an interpretive and historical-interpretive
approach to study the written documents and delve into the material work. Oral documents and
interviews with current and previous farm dwellers, as well as scientific and technical studies on
the remaining works, constitute the main tools of the research method.

Research on this regard reveals that physical and functional systems and economic, exploitation,
architectural, social and cultural sub-systems played a role in the creation of Dulatabad Farmstead
and factors such as; changes in ownership, abolition of feudum, land reform in the 1940s, relative
security in the country, and environmental and climatic factors led to its disintegration.
Registration of this Farmstead in the list of national monuments, granting of past use along with
homogeneous conversion industries and using of it for different fields of tourism, especially farm
and agro-tourism can be considered as ways to protect physical and functional systems of
Dulatabad Qom Farmstead.

Keywords: Creation, historical Farmstead, Dulatabad, Qom, Agricultural heritage, Ghale' Agha
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