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Abstract

Although before Islam, each of the educational and worship activities required to have their
own physical space, in the early centuries after Islam, places of worship tended to education as
a secondary function. The need for educational spaces has been observed from the Seljuk
period, followed in later periods, and peaked in the Safavid era. Many of these schools tended
to be adjacent to mosques. Indeed, the extent of time and place of these buildings has caused a
great variety in their physical characteristics. This research has been formed to explain the
structure, ratio and extent of the connection between educational space and worship space in
mosque-schools in the two Qajar and Safavid periods to answer the questions about the
configuration of two bodies of mosque and school in relation to each other as well as physical
variables this issue followed in each of the two periods. The research was conducted using a
combination of descriptive-analytical methods and comparative comparison. For this purpose,
43 mosques-schools related to the Safavid and Qajar periods were selected. Then, the variables
include the type of access to the two spaces, the relationship between the two spaces and
common intermediate spaces such as courtyard and porch, and the location of the two spaces
on the level and the ratio of mosque area and school are reviewed. Most of the studied samples
in both Safavid and Qajar periods have been formed based on the maximum and simplest extent
of proximity and interconnection. In these examples, access to two spaces was made from a
common entrance, both spaces were built on the same level and located around a common
courtyard, and this was not affected by the ratio of mosque and school space in the overall
structure of the space. The two spaces were closely connected in the Safavid period and were
simply formed near the courtyard with a common entrance and access. During the Qajar period,
the variety of configurations increased, and the two spaces progressed towards greater
independence; however, the connection between the two spaces was never severed.

Keywords: Configuration, Mosque-school, Mosque, School, Safavid Period, Qajar Period.
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