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Abstract

Researchers and archeologists have always been interested in the elemental analysis of obsidian
artifacts. Measurement of the elemental composition of obsidians provides a lot of information about
trade and exchange between different regions and cultures in early societies. This paper reports and
discusses elemental composition results obtained from analysis of 17 obsidian artifacts excavated in
two seasons in 2018 and 2019 from the Tole Khari prehistoric site in the Pasargad complex in the
Fars Province of Iran. Elemental analysis of these obsidians performed by micro-PIXE technique in
Van de Graaff Laboratory in the Nuclear Science & Technology Research Institute (NSTRI) in
Tehran, Iran. In this research, to study the provenance of obsidians obtained from Tal Khari, we
combined and compared our results with elemental composition results reported from known
sources of obsidian in Anatolia and Armenia. The results show that the obsidians from Tole Khari
Tolclassified into two different groups based on elemental composition, in particular according to
the concentration of Fe203, MnO, TiO2, and Al203. By comparing the obsidians of Tole Khari
with obsidians from various sites in Anatolia and Armenia, it was found that the first group of
obsidians from Tole Khari overlaps with obsidians from Bingol A in Anatolia, and the second group
of these obsidians fits into obsidians from Nenezi Dag, Pasinler and Meydan Dag in central and
eastern Anatolia. Therefore, it is probable and possible that the obsidians excavated in Tole Khari
have supplied from known obsidian sources in Anatolia using a very long range of trade and exchange
network, which was about 1000 to 1900 km.
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Introduction

Chemical compositional studies have shown that the provenance of obsidian artifacts from any
particular source is determined based on their elemental composition [1,2]. Literature survey on the
provenance study of obsidians obtained from different historical sites in Iran indicates that there is
no comprehensive conclusion about the provenance of these historical artifacts. Several studies have
concluded that all obsidians found in Iranian historical sites originated from known sources in
Anatolia and Armenia [20-22]. However, some new researchers have challenged this assumption, and
they found clues that obsidians excavated in a few Iranian historical sites probably derived from local
volcanic mountains in Iran and originated from local outcrops [14,17].

Materials and Methods

In this study, obsidians discovered from Tole Khari have been investigated. Tole Khari is an ancient
site in the Pasargad complex in Murghab plain in northeastern of the Fars Province of Iran, which
dates back to prehistoric times and almost to the end of the 5th millennium BC. This area is an
elliptical hill with an area of about 110X 50 m and a height of about 2m (Fig.1). The obsidians have
belonged to blade or waste fragments and were obtained in an archaeological excavation in two

seasons in 2018 and 2019.

Micro-PIXE is one of the Ion Beam Analysis techniques based on the Van de Graaff accelerator that
means "Particle Induced X-ray Emission in micron-scale". The micro-PIXE technique is carried out
by bombarding the samples in a vacuum chamber using a high-energy proton beam in the range of
2-3MeV. During the interaction of the high-energy proton with the investigated sample, the
characteristic X-rays of the constituent elements emitted from the sample. The energy of X-rays of
each element is specific, which can be used to detect the elements present in the sample. Also, the
number of X-rays with specific energy determined the concentration of the elements within the
sample. With this technique, one can measure the concentration of Na (sodium) to U(uranium)
elements with an accuracy in the range of 50-500 ppm [35-36]. In the present paper, the micro-PIXE
analysis was performed with Oxford Instruments microprobe system using the 3 MV Van de Graaff
accelerators in NSTRI in the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran. The samples were analyzed using
a beam of 2.2MeV protons focused to a diameter less than 10 pm. The beam current was in the range
of 30 to 50 pA. Characteristic X-rays were detected using a Si™(Li) detector with an active area of 60
mm?2 positioned at an angle of 135¢ relative to the incident beam direction and with an energy
resolution of 150 eV for Fe-Ka. Samples scanned over a maximum area of 2.5 mmX2.5 mm, and
digitized signals were recorded in the list-mode using the OM-DAQ data acquisition system.
Moreover, the spectra were processed using the GUPIXWIN package to obtain the elemental

composition of the obsidians .

Results and discussions

The results obtained from the micro-PIXE show that the elements measured in all 17 obsidians
analyzed from Tole Khari include: sodium oxide (Na20), aluminum oxide (Al203), silicon oxide
(8i102), phosphorus oxide (P205), chlorine (Cl), potassium oxide (K20), calcium oxide (CaO),
titanium oxide (TiOZ2), manganese oxide (MnO), iron oxide (Fe203) and zinc oxide (ZnO). Sulfur
oxide (SO3), vanadium oxide (V203), strontium oxide (SrO), Rubidium oxide (Rb20), Yttrium oxide

(Y203), and zirconium oxide (Z120) were also measured in some of the obsidians.

The statistical analysis results and 2D scatter plots drawn based on the elemental composition of
analyzed obsidians[41-42] show that the obsidians from Tole Khari classified into two completely
different groups (Fig.4-6 and Table 1). In the first group (G1), which contains seven obsidians, the
amount of TiO2 varies between 0.13-1.16wt%, and the value of Al203 varies between 0.13-1.50
wt.%. In the second group (G2), which consists of ten obsidians, the concentration of TiO2 varies
between 0.5-0.5wt% and the amount of A1203 varies between 0.15-13.5 wt.%. Moreover, based on
the variation of the concentration of Fe203 in terms of Al203, the identified groups were also
confirmed. In the first group (G1), the amount of Fe203 changes between 2.50-50.50wt%, and
Al203 between 0.13-50.11wt% and in the second group (G2), Fe203 varies between 1.20-20.1wt%
and Al203 varies between 13.50-13.5wt %.
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Furthermore, to investigate the provenance of obsidians obtained from Tole Khati and to determine
the origination of these obsidians, our elemental composition results have been combined and
compared with the reported results from other sites in Anatolia and Armenia. The comparison results
show that the first identified group in Tole Khari obsidian fits into the obsidian from Bingol A, and
the second recognized group overlaps with obsidians from Nenezi Dag, Pasinler, and Meydan Dag

(Table 2) .

Conclusion

In this study, we aimed at answering the questions raised about the provenance study and the origin
of the obsidians obtained in Tal Khari. The results show that the obsidians from Tole Khari were
classified into two different groups based on elemental composition. In addition, the comparison of
our elemental composition results with reported results from other sites in Anatolia and Armenia
shows that the Tole Khari obsidians most likely have imported from other known sources of obsidian
such as Bingol A, Nenezi Dag, Pasinler, and Meydan through the trade and exchange network to the
Pasargad.
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Fig. 1: Location of Tole Khari in the map of Iran and in the Pasargad region. Also, some adjacent areas such as
Marghab plain and Yaghoub mountain are shown in this map.
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Fig. 2: Aerial image of the Tole Khari in the Pasargad
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Fig.3: View of some of the studied obsidians in this study
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Table 1: Amount of main and trace elements for all analyzed samples from the Tole Khri in terms of weight
percentage and ppm (detected ton=dn)
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Fig. 6:(a) Changes in the weight percentage of iron
oxide in terms of manganese oxide, (b) Relative
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Fig.5: (a) Changes in the weight percentage of iron
oxide in terms of calcium oxide; (b) Changes in the
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