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Origin, Application, and Position of Phenom-
enology of Religion

Seyed Hassan Eslami Ardakani
Professor at the University of Religions and
Denominations

Abstract: James L. Cox in his book, An In-
troduction to the Phenomenology of Reli-
gion (2021), tries to compile and present the
latest achievements in this field in a coherent
text. This book, which is organized into nine
chapters, takes serious readers step by step into
a relatively different field of understanding
religion and its constituent elements and shows
the application of this method in theology.
The basis of the phenomenological method of
religion is to try to empathically confront the
perceptual content of others by suspending our
judgment and to look at the phenomenon of
religion from the perspective of religious people
and allow them to speak for themselves. But
our assumptions and beliefs prevent this from
happening. This is where the author, using the
findings of contemporary phenomenologists,
takes steps to understand religion that is unique
in its kind. In the final chapter of the book,
Cox addresses the detailed critiques of the
phenomenology of religion, responds to three
critiques, and finally shows how the phenom-
enology of religion is intertwined with the
emerging field of the cognitive sciences of reli-
gion and flourishes. The authors sympathetic
view of the Abrahamic religions, especially
Islam and the references to the Holy Qunan, is
very interesting.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Theology, Cogni-
tive Sciences of Religion, Ninian Smart, Reli-
gious Myths, Rituals, Understanding Religion.
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10. Family resemblances.
11. Religion is a varied, symbolic expression of, and appropriate response to, that which people deliberately affirm as

being of unrestricted value for them.



O e 9 A
0P wwim\)\g oLigL_?ﬁ z%)K‘oLi};uLb

WY < gadal |
\f)—/MbHGJ ‘Wé)w {939 JL«..: /\'

Sl o 23 ST s sl 415 i S 0390 ok 5 s 55 b o5
5 dseie olpan a8l s sl 5 (55 B Laysls 5 dolis (ol 4T, 500 il a5
il 5 a3 o S 5 035l s oy s cpoms (Shamalr 0 ST s il o (3L (80
S5Vl i 15 ol Gl S o Vo szl 5 3,8 oo K8 i 5 50 I3 53 o ST
55 oS3l Lol 53,8 o L 505 s &0 s 31 05 e35b o gmaims 23 IS5 o5

215 szl T palidoln b o5 a5 sl 2 BdUal (slaysl (b1 5 a9y o0 slod 4 o2

a5 55 Syl ogad 434S ol O Ll ldods o geas 0 5 el )3 Lol xS
L 5 oh ity el a8 it 31 egh ooy Jilows 4358 oS i 5 oS
S S 45 2SR e id e a8 geme 5 (S5 & A 53 e Zpaly U
et il aody s oybys glias Jl 55 olgen Lo (g3le Jl j3 . onl S8 S 858
G (ool Cnpie ol e )3 055 o0 Loy OTJ"‘SW)‘CJLA Sosl> 2l s
S oS s bl Gl 0555 Oolialil 5 B8 Slime 4 Meas gl ) S 4 b ooglial
G35 M58 4L bl il o s Xisd oo Soslr s S 45 0Ty e sl ecgliad
o3 adoenle 5 3l semy Rl Cioosi gen oS 3l e b d e 3 oS i
-8 (515 ol 5 e 2 g ot ST K03 5 )l slisd o9 395 4t il oy

b SB35 ) 355
o3 byl dy Jo-i

33152000 015 31 25 (ewledylidy ol 5 il (S IS 4 Jonas 40 SIS
A3 on O s b 53 o1 5 S o S b K a2 5 4o ol IISEE slacases
S 3paie eSS 05 wgh 55 olopd olas Slulidylody 51 pLI L 0ly5 o 43585 45
aSodol plcenl cus glaogl> 50 S JEVIESJIN PR VR 75 eSS w s PEU{ERJIRVRY
T 53 o el Shadadil )3 ady) 08 wlidyldody e s a5 05 ]y 00
> B o S (65 etS e [ O P Jo 5 a8 LS 3 S 3ls (gudds

Sy e sled & ot 08 gl a5

S0 ddine ASWU_:S);O_&)\:_M\ L;A_&A"M}SO_}J@AM)\%J:)% 07 CyR9d

12. Eschatology.

13. Epoché.

14. Gerardus van der Leeuw.

15. Religion in Essence and Manifestation.
16. W. Brede Kristensen.



LS ey 9 083 OiR5Ar 1T
el e 5ol Sl | AV Dol iy o et tblosapas e
JLs s Q.\.ps\g\)o.x:)ﬁw;@)bszkgj.sfi@ QT(..@_éc'La o olys JulS ol s
SIS o nliyldods (slazaly e3g3 A3 LS )5 a4 (WS1S sl )Lzt o
Gaas 5 25 0 s LS ATy br ()53 5 ol 03,5 oy 50, B 143 |y ey o
35S 4 5 Dby by byl s (slaasl 0l os 435S 45 Aay Ol dalys e

S o o8 ) 7 o3 (el Gl sl b Al L o8 (g5 e el

AT el ol g o003 31 48,8 0ol ol sl 51 03bm bl 5 il ke S
BLaoTslaysb b oSS e ol Jlesl 4 45 s (BIS Ol o805 5 05 1 g (6 45 UiS o
\.3L.‘a§@UQT&QJ&WQLAQTJ.E.:.»)'UV_:_:SS}‘E}LAQT&ASQV\:@4&13.‘,_:;5(}_:)&
ST Viazgoh b ol s V.:.i&; 03,5 (5805 31 s 6?'3'5&73'”’“' (..:.;bsv.o sl V'"’)i"'
aS (5ol aneler oldiae iy dU L oiwyd o)Ly 355 (slay gl 5 log e 4o 3l V.:_.:’)KJ
S aKJT‘m;SMJf\ ad| vi}fd oy, 8w 4311;'@\5} m..;ﬁ; Cewd (":'*SJ*"JJ'.’ {":‘“‘)>g5‘
oz b b Oblns Jas b (S5 S5 air oS oS sl ol O 5 il ot S g JSCts
045;9\.«.9 sl g5 g5 A mjﬁ(c\sjfis Sace maldS LS 5 v SO ol §5,
sl LM.:.;.?JQ.U w\v.@_»ws &)Juww‘wﬁwwﬁ.w‘bjw Gl !
eldpldody gy wlS S ol cgliad esi 353 ol yls (g9l C"‘:‘“’"‘Jﬁ‘i‘“}k (sLE.ojs L
Ko s 315358 Ly (5395 Slioshe den 3| il gl S gt xS 01518 oo ST
Jim a4 g ol anl iy ols oSS o b 515 e ol oy ol ailay

ol o ailey A5y p LS oA

23 N 5 o Slogste 4 odise ABTislad s la b s ph Lol Gus s ol b
Lo 548 gl s (IS Sliagpan bl C3ba il ool iy a0l b 2alS g
2 bS o el el b 23 (Gl (3 oS (a5 Lidamslr Slagde bbby o0 50 )

2 3 4 S5 6l AL LS o SaS wspl 3p s o b

(osd Jole b slys ased a3 3yl 0 by b slia alas 55 Joher (6515 45
o 48 sl lyad 23 o 2 IS ol S s 5l s 55 o (9395 et O sl
Oler 41 6,5 Ll Olgr b e s dhls LS (s 5 STyl sl Lus La L]
05y 40y et O Glae 5 O35 5 i oo Yoot o &0 s> (S o kS 055 (5Ll
L3l ol 28 /(5925 (g3 032 o5 il (63,85 By Jablo- s @003t ok Ol

-0slg 3l 55 (slme 4 (bracketing) JWL<;| o LY



Y « i giadad OUS aapyd 9 0
\fwbw‘wé)w;egajwdu | /\Y | wawwmu\go&by%)&o&ub

'((Lfi'})'“‘ (’\*'37:’ LSL"

)\SMLE.:AP O r.@.é).) ‘) a}:“i': U'f‘ HQL@}.-).} Q\.«j‘ LSLA)Q\ H)L.‘SJJ MW‘ d}.:.:sz&,\fj
ROERS

A5S go 5 Ll S0 S by iy i 5 5208 1B oo S aSTT1 S 55 18
w8 ol a8 el bl (656 comlu 4 5955 5 Jokon p,l;.wa L5 s (e S dad >y
MAES o iy b e 1 5 s nn 5 h o sl i JalS S

3)ls St e 1S oS (slime 0 (6,505 (53 4 3y wsliad s Il Lo
Gl Sl o8 ol 039 (o (Sl s S oS o S0 5 O oo sl
ool I8 e T sl ) (6,50, LIS ol ol lansl ogd Lo glizean )8 sl o
Coili oylys s nd 4. b dies o olslaxel oyl 45(.1.3\%;«.3 (.WSJ 2 aS lme
el s OBl 51T S S S po 533l 53 b Ol 5 1S e Loy iyl 5 2
Iy 355 sl by a8 AiS_o LS T 45,8 ol 4ol ool ™ ik o S )3 ik o
coli> 854S sKen el 3 s g Blasdds S S _es > cosli> S
DMy malr 5 Gads e (Se it S I (el iy ol Ba 5551 (e b
33 ez 42 Kl oS e O 55 0 byl e -l 51 0T ¥ en & G35
O3 A1 e i |y (e 4 Ol il oS ol 0T 5 S iayls S s
sdblss a5 wwsioley dle Cowyd 3y o0 plols 338 s 5o Slwlas! 5l clal -
Loy el ol 53303 (S0 Lo b Lagg) ST o A8 o oy 1y 355 0Ly 0Le3 51

S o Gy ol i a0 55l S S e Al Olgde e (Gl

Dy a5 1o a g oo a8 4l 0 ey lby cadosn ol 55 Ll Lol
oly> 2l glad I8 sl 551y (Gor 5 IS or S JlS e B L ciblye 4 g sled a5
23 bl e s el Oludis sdge 4 Y 35 oS e ool s
Oladl 31 s (o0 ComBlyn 393 o xS O o S 3513 g ms oz o)L ool 55 ity S

18. Wilfred Cantwell Smith.
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25. Typological phenomenology.
26. Ursula King.

27. Historical phenomenology.
28. Cumulative tradition.
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30 .Hierophany.
31 .Chaos.
32 .The Meaning and End of Religion.

33 .Eidetic intuition.
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34 .Myths.
35 .Rituals.

36 .Cosmogonic.
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37. Maurice Wiles.

38. Religious practitioners.
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39. Prophetic type.
40. Forthtellers.

41. Incarnation.
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42. Presentational art.

43. Representational art.
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In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds:
Most Gracious, Most Merciful: Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we worship, And Thine aid we seek. Show
us the straight way. The way of those on whom Thou has bestowed Thy Grace, Those whose (portion) is not wrath,
And who do not go astray.

Ali, A. Y. (translator and commentator). 1977. The Glorious Qur’an. Muslim Students’ Association of the United

States and Canada (no place of publication listed).
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45. Scripture.
46. Scriptura.
47. Harold. Coward.
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48. Tien.
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