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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to analyze and critique the ontology of reason
in the views of the "late separatists", i.e. the current followers of this sort of
thinking, and to explain the shortcomings of its application in understanding
the Qur'an. The present article has examined this issue in the Quranic views
of the late Malekimianji, Tehrani, Hakimi and Ayatollah Seydan. The results
of this study, which uses a descriptive-analytical method based on library
data, show that later separatists, while stubbornly opposing philosophical
reason in its specific meaning, defined reason with distinct titles such as
innate reason, enlightened reason, essential and self-founded reason in order
to show its difference from philosophical reason, but, in fact, their preferred
reason is analytical and able to understand axioms, and manifests itself in the
form of logical propositions and by referring generalities and absolutes to the
specifics and understanding the Qur'an with internal and external evidences.
It is thus proved that although later separatists value reason more than their
predecessors, this function has been still minimal and only works to prove
the correctness of certain beliefs and the obligation and the goodness and
evilness of certain things. As a result, this school of thought, due to its
preconceived separation of the sources of interpretation, has kept
philosophical reason away from the circle of understanding the deep
meanings of the Qur'an and has only touched on the surface level of meaning
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of the verses. A comparison of their Quranic views with reason-based
interpretations proves this claim.
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