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Abstract
How does the concept of nothingness or non-

existence originate in mind? This is the main issue
of this article. The neo-Sadracian philosophers
more seriously than their predecessors have been
studied this issue through the seeking for the
mental origination of secondary intelligibles. We
now want to study their answers to that questions
critically. Allame Tabatabai explained the
origination of philosophical concepts in two ways:
by knowledge by presence and by analyzing the
element of Judgment in proposition. The
relationship between these two explanations is
obscure. It seems that he prefer the second one but
his pupils pay more attention to reflective
knowledge. They do their best to analyze the
origination of concept of nothingness by reducing
it to knowledge by presence. Nevertheless they
have confronted some obstacles and this is a sign
of the truth of the second way which has its

function for any other philosophical concepts too.

Keywords: philosophical secondary intelligibles,
nothingness, Allame tabatabayi, Motahhari, Javadi
Amoli, Mesbah Yazdi.
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