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Abstract

In recent years, the world has been plagued by
corona disease, one of the consequences of which
has been holding the virtual University classes.
This happened without the full prior preparation
of the Universities, professors and students, and
it was followed with some strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats. The aim of this study
was to investigate the opportunities and threats of
the virtual education during the corona pandemic
from the viewpoint of Farhangian University
students and teachers using the SWOT model
- which is an acronym for the terms of strength,
weakness, opportunity, and threat. The research
population included all student-teachers of Fateme
Zahra Campus of Farhangian University and the
research sample included 22 student-teachers of
this Campus who were selected using purposive
sampling method. The present study was applied
in terms of purpose and it has been done with a
qualitative approach. Data collection tools were
structured interview and the data analysis method
was a thematic analysis one. The duration of
each interview varied from 10 to 25 minutes,
and after 22 interviews; data saturation was
obtained. In order to evaluate the validity of the
coding process, the recoding method was used
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for at least 20% of the interviews. In the process
of validating the findings, by providing the
transcripts of the interviews to the participants,
the researchers examined the validity of their
description of the interview data. The validity of
the analysis was ensured by using the homogeneity
matching methods of the findings, the feedback
of the participants, and the non-participating
experts. Findings showed that 86.5% of the
interviewees were satisfied with virtual education.
They mentioned the strongest point of virtual
education as saving time and two opportunities,
namely reducing air pollution and preserving
the environment and also preventing the spread
of coronavirus. The most common weakness
of the virtual education was the disruption of
the virtual education website, and issues such
as the internet outages, low internet speed
and internet cost are among the most frequent
threats. Findings indicated that the cultural and
personality differences of individuals are effective
in determining the strengths and weaknesses of the
virtual education. Also, the role of the teacher and
his personality and behavioral characteristics in
improving the teaching process has been declared
very important.

Keywords: Corona Disease, Strengths and
Weaknesses of the Virtual Education, Opportunities
and Threats of the Virtual Education, Student-
Teachers, Method of Thematic Analysis .
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