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The developments in rural society over the past decades indicate instability and the existence of major
socio-economic challenges in the process of sustainable development of rural areas. The neglect of di-
versity and continuous change in the socio-economic conditions of country rural communities and ne-
glect of socio-economic infrastructure of rural society has added to the problems and challenges of rural
development. Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to socio-economic sustainability for planning
and managing rural areas. The purpose of doing this study is to analyze the socio-economic stability of
rural areas in llam province using GIS. For sampling, out of 378 villages with more than 20 households, 37
villages were selected as a sample and 250 questionnaires were completed by the villagers. The research
method in this article is descriptive-analytical and for data collection two methods of field study and -

Key words: library study were used. Also, data analysis was performed using one-way analysis of variance, factor
Rural Areas, analysis, and multiple regression analysis. The results of a one-way analysis of variance show that there
Economic Sustain- is a significant difference between economic and social sustainability indicators in different dimensions.
ability, Social Sus- Also, the results of factor analysis show that the number of indicators that indicate the factors affecting
tainability, Sustain- © the sustainability of villagers are reduced to 12 special factors and the results of multiple regression
ability Indicators, analysis indicate that social components (0.217) have the greatest effect and economic components
llam Province © (0.042) have the least effect on the sustainability of villages in the study area.

Copyright © 2022, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
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Extended Abstract grievous bottlenecks of developing countries, becomes
more necessary, and in the meantime, rural areas face

1. Introduction many problems. A significant share of rural instabilities
goes back to socioeconomic instability, which in addi-

n the current situation, paying attention tion to deteriorating employment, income, inequality of
to social and economic sustainability, opportunity, access to services, basic needs, and the like,

taking into account the challenges and
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also has a negative impact on environmental sustainabil-
ity. Due to these instabilities, rural areas are experiencing
consequences such as urban-rural inequalities, population
evacuation, migration, and environmental degradation.
Economic sustainability and social sustainability are two
inseparable components because individual welfare is not
separate from the welfare of society and the existence of
social cohesion, empathy, and tolerance leads to an atmo-
sphere in which people feel more responsible and believe
that a fairer distribution of resources in the long run plays
a key role.

2. Methodology

In this article, the type of research is applied and in terms
of nature and method, it is descriptive-analytical. The sta-
tistical population of this research uses GIS for sampling
out of 378 villages with more than 20 households, and 37
villages were selected as a sample and 250 questionnaires
were calculated and randomly completed by the villagers
in the period 2020-2020. To assess the validity (with ac-
cess to various internal and external sources) and reliabil-
ity in compiling and adjusting the questionnaire, Cron-
bach's alpha method was used in SPSS software which
indicates that the data are satisfactory for the research.
The results are listed for economic and social indicators
with 0.928, respectively.

3. Results

For the situation of rural settlements in the case area,
in terms of socio-economic stability, the analysis of vari-
ance test has been used. The test results show that the
significance level is less than 0.05 (0.00= sig). Therefore,
the difference between the average social and economic
dimensions in the levels of rural settlements is accepted.
Also, to determine the most important socio-economic
factors effective in achieving sustainability, factors whose
specific value is greater than 1 have been accepted. Ac-
cordingly, 12 factors were extracted, which their specific
value was greater than 1, that is, the larger the value, the
greater the importance and effectiveness of the factor.
The survey of regression fitting model shows the posi-
tive effect of socio-economic factors in the sustainability
of rural areas by 0.99. The use of a multiple regression
model with the effects of socio-economic factors on the
stability of sample villages was identified. As the results
indicate, the 18 socio-economic dimensions are quite sig-
nificant and among the 18 indicators studied, sustainabil-
ity in the sample villages had the most impact on social
components (0.217) and the least impact on economic
components (0.042) on sustainability of villages in the
study area.
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4. Discussion

One of the important issues related to rural settlements
is socio-economic sustainability. These two components,
due to more attention to the components of environmental
sustainability, have been largely overshadowed by it and
have been less independently studied. Social sustainabili-
ty means a healthy life by meeting the basic needs of rural
people, taking into account the quality of life, while main-
taining the quality of the environment and related eco-
nomic systems to achieve the highest level of life satisfac-
tion. Also, economic sustainability means strengthening
the foundations of the economy and achieving economic
security in terms of access to sustainable livelihoods, con-
tinuous and stable affairs, useful employment and reliable
financial resources, and finally, appropriate technology in
line with the environment and human resources. In this
paper, social sustainability was discussed with two com-
ponents of social capital and social welfare, and economic
sustainability with three components of economic justice,
economic stability, and economic welfare.

5. Conclusion

Saocio-economic sustainability is taken into consider-
ation with the aim of improving the standard of living of
people in rural areas and reducing the gap between rural
and inter-urban inequalities, paying attention to socio-
economic infrastructure such as social participation, so-
cial trust, security, increasing employment, increasing
production, increasing income, etc. According to the re-
sults of each statistical test, it can be concluded that social
and economic stability in rural areas of llam province has
a significant difference according to the mentioned crite-
ria. Thus, economic stability has more fluctuations than
social stability. Therefore, it can be said that the economic
dimension of sustainability (including increasing employ-
ment, increasing income, saving, creating conditions for
increasing rural investment, increasing production, etc.)
in the study area needs more attention. Therefore, proper
land planning and management are necessary to prevent
the instability of rural areas.
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