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ABSTRACT

Regional inequality as one of the existing forms of inequality is one of the issues in the system of
opportunity and its presence / absence and intensity / weakness has an important effect on the order
and cohesion of society at different levels and dimensions. This is a serious problem, especially in
developing countries. Due to the importance of this issue, this study seeks to identify the factors
affecting regional inequality in Iran. The present study is a descriptive-exploratory study and the
statistical population of the study consists of experts familiar with the issue of inequality and
development of regions in Iran. Snowball, 10 of them were selected as a statistical sample of the
study. Also, Content analysis, structural-interpretive modeling (ISM) and MICMAC analysis were
also used to analyze the data. The results showed that out of 47 initially identified factors, 14
factors, including factors of poor planning, decisions of managers and planners and poor access to
facilities and equipment, in calculating content validity, CVR coefficient above 0.75 and were
recognized as the final factors of regional inequality. Also, the leveling of factors showed that the
relevant factors can be classified into six levels. The factors of unique resources and capabilities
were at the lowest level with 29% subscription and the factors of government centralism and
inefficiency were at the highest level with 90% and 91% subscription. Their classification also
showed that the factors of manpower constraint (with influence 10 and degree of dependence 5),
lack of financial and investment resources (with influence 8 and degree of dependence 7) and lack
of attention to research (with influence 13 and the degree of dependence 5) are the key factors of
regional inequality and have a great impact on inequality.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

ne of the obstacles of development
in the general sense is the
existence of spatial differences and
inequalities and the unequal
distribution of opportunities in
space. In many countries, this is a
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major development challenge as it deprives society
of the optimal use of space and contributes to the
geographical density of poverty. This social
phenomenon is spreading in the world today as
pervasive phenomena. Iran, as a developing country,
is no exception to this situation and the results of
various studies show it. Therefore, in order to
achieve balanced development in the country, it is
necessary to consider the factors and causal
mechanisms of this type of inequality. This research
uses a qualitative approach and integrated insight
and uses a structural-interpretive model that seeks to
answer the question that in general, what factors in
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the form of combined causality have caused the
emergence of this type of inequality in Iran?

2- Theoretical Foundations

The existing literature indicates that there are two
different views on regional inequality. Some believe
that inequality between regions is due to the lack of
proper use of the potentials and capabilities of
regions. The second group considers it as the result
of the uniqueness of resources and capabilities of
some regions compared to other regions, which can
create competitive advantages for them. The chosen
approach of this research is the radical approach and
the view of dependence. According to dependency
theorists, spatial inequality is most prevalent in
peripheral countries whose central regions have
significant economic and social inequality with
peripheral or peripheral regions, although peripheral
regions have high capabilities and resources.

3- Material and Methods

The method of the present study is descriptive-
exploratory. The statistical population of the study
consists of experts and university professors
(familiar with the issue of regional inequality and
regional development) working in the provinces of
Ardabil, Tehran, Khuzestan, Isfahan, Kurdistan,
Khorasan Razavi and Sistan and Baluchestan That
Due to the uncertainty of their number and the
ambiguity in their familiarity with the subject of the
research, the snowball method was used to identify
experts. In this regard, first a questionnaire was
emailed to 5 professors familiar with the research
topic and they were asked to introduce professors
and experts familiar with the research topic. In this
way, we corresponded with 12 other experts and
finally 10 questionnaires that had high validity and
their answers were close and had high repetition
were selected as statistical sample people for the
next stages of the research. After summarizing the
factors and determining their content validity,
finally, a specialized questionnaire on the
effectiveness of the factors was evaluated again by
the same 10 relevant experts. Content analysis
method (CVR) was used for the validity of the
research instrument, retest method was used for its
reliability, and Structural-Interpretive Modeling
(ISM) and MICMAC analysis were used for data
analysis.

4- Result and Discussion

The results showed that the factors of poor planning,
low attention to research and poor management with
high influence, have the most impact and social gaps
with low influence, have the least impact on creating
regional inequality. In this study, the factors of

regional inequality were classified into six levels.
The result showed that the uniqueness of the
resources and capabilities of the regions are at the
lowest level and act as the foundation stone of the
model. In order to identify the causes of regional
inequality in Iran, we should start from this variable
and move on to other variables. In fact, this factor
has the greatest impact on other factors. At the
highest level, the first level, are the factors of
centralism and government inefficiency. The higher
the level of factors, the more they are affected than
effective. Also, the results obtained from the
classification of research variables showed that the
factors of unique resources and capabilities have
weak influence and dependence. Factors of poor
access to facilities and equipment, technical and
technological inefficiency, lack of optimal use of
resources, social gaps and geographical area, have
less penetration and high dependence. Factors of
poor planning, poor management, ignorance and
illiteracy, centralism and inefficiency of the
government have high power of influence
(provocation) and dependence. In fact, any action on
these variables will change other variables. Factors
of manpower constraints, lack of financial resources
and investment, and lack of attention to research,
have high influence and low dependence. These
factors act as the structural cornerstone of the system
and in order to fundamentally change the
performance of the system, they must be emphasized
in the first place.

5- Conclusion

The most important theoretical and methodological
achievement of this research is to achieve a
theoretical model using a limited number of cases
and to repeat the results using a qualitative method,
which shows the validity of the results and the
reliability of the measurement tool. The results also
show that poor planning, poor management,
inefficiency in the use of technical and technological
assistance, poor access to facilities and equipment,
lack of optimal use of natural resources, limited
manpower, lack of financial resources And
investment, social divisions (injustice and class
distance), ignorance and illiteracy, centralism,
government inefficiency, uniqueness of resources
and capabilities of some Regions, lack of attention to
scientific  and  technological  research  and
geographical area are the most important factors of
regional inequality in Iran. In the meantime, regional
inequality is affected by the uniqueness of the
resources and capabilities of the regions and the
limitation of skilled manpower internally and the
lack of financial resources and investment and lack
of attention to research from the external and macro
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level. In fact, the key to balanced regional
development is to address these challenges. It can be
inferred that by giving importance to the research
results, training skilled manpower and increasing
financial capacity and investment in less developed
areas, the ground for reducing inequality in the
regions and further balanced development of the
regions is provided. It should be noted that the above
factors are interrelated with each other in a chain, so
that by improving the situation of each factor, the
ground is prepared for the improvement of the next
factors. For example, paying attention to research,
training skilled manpower, and increasing financial
and investment capacity can increase the executive
capacity of management and the effectiveness of
government  planning. Reducing  government
ownership and administrative bureaucracy can also
be effective in reducing regional inequalities.
Keywords:  Regional  Inequality,  Development,
Structural-Interpretive Modeling (ISM), MICMAC, Iran.
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