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Abstract 

Given the continuing challenge in the relationships between Iran and the centers of 

power in the international system, especially the United States, this study seeks to 

answer the question of what are the fundamental elements that shape and perpetuate 

this challenging situation in Iran-international relations? For this purpose, using the 

thematic analysis method, the existing literature was examined and all existing 

works in the field of research, such as books, articles and doctoral thesis, were 

examined, which according to three indicators of subjectivity and thematic 

relationship, the scientific validity of the authors as well as the scientific validity of 

the place of publication, 17 research works were selected and studied. 
The findings of this study indicate that the basic components of the challenge 

situation producer are the three areas of discourse, actions and the challenge 

management; Among these, That discourses, and in particular the opposition of the 

two American hegemonic discourses, to the discourse of anti-domination resistance 

by the Islamic Revolution's discourse, are among the most important factors in this 
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challenge. It is possible to manage this challenge at the superficial levels with 

challenge management models in order to reduce threats and increase opportunities.  

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, International System, Challenge, Strategy, 

Content Analysis 
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��� ����� .9�< ?����� ��((), #$%
� ?>��> ��$N� 	
�� #$N 0�12 ��   � ������ ��� �"

��� ����    ���%3R5 :9� 
�>� ����/N �� ��� !�S� �(/e �
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R5 ���� ?, �D�� .�D� 8����
   !��S� 
���
�� 0�12�� ��  ���F ?, Q�4), .���' ?$N w$3v,   !�" ��K� w$3v,

 : 
>� ��� #��  #�� ��+� 	
�� 9� {6> �> ���  

1. ��%3R5 	(� 	
�� �� �" �"  

 ��
�� ?$N ��K� {6>
��     ���� .���� .���F� �- ��� ��((),  ��  
>�  ?��%3R5 #$N *	
       ?�2�� .���� ����� ���J�, !�A�="�&' �� #�,�N ���� 	(�  9� ?R$3v, !�" ?($� �S��"

���R� �� �4+� 9� ��/��� ��� �� ��((),    Q��r � �[�>� �=���� !�+7 ?��/, !�"��P� � �"
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�%��< @� E
�  �� �� !o�
�g��� ��
  p�<�/, ��� �S� �" �� ����� .��F� *
>� .�F h�6, ��A� �� ?��r ?>����,� C��/�
 ����

    �K��  
�>� ���� �- ��� @��� ���9 !�"�(� �,� 
>� �����2�� 
�%"� 9�    �"���=� 9� !����4�
?$N ?,[>�  l,����    ����S� ��� ���(3N� :r�      	
��� ��3%� ������ *�[�>� !��"  �9    ����� ���

��� �#$%
   
�g��   �+S���� .�[N .�����        C���/�
 ���Sk%" � ?�>��> �[�>� 9� ?�R$3v, !��"
    �  #�$%
� ���� ����� ��� :��< !o�
�g��� ���S�� ?>����,�       �D���+� ��� ��A�- ���/��� j���

����  	���2 �� 
/4� ����� ?,[>� Q[(�� ���+R3, 	���2 �A�- ����� � ����    ��D�� !��"
?R$��>  
��g��  ����k%") ?��>��> �[��>� 9� �� 
�����  9�(���" ?��>��+,� C����/�
 ���� !�3��=

�����2��     ��D�� 	
���  �� 
/4� ����� ?$$%
� ��� !�" 	
�� �� 
>� ?
�<�� ���� 
>�
%
� ��� ���� �� ?,[>� !�"��=�!�3=�� M%N� �����  #$     ��"� ?�, ���=� �$Y4, ���� ����

�� �S� !�A���R� #�
�� �AS� � �[� ���1� ���� ?%��=���� ����  Q�r� �[>�    ����R� ����
?��%� !�" ?���� ��� #�$)� �� �A=
�� ��� �����. �+$�     	����2 �� ����� ��� 
R5 ����

    �S�3�>� ���2 ���%3R5 ?S�� Q�r � �[>�  �=���� 9�     �[�>� ���%3R5 � ?���+��,-  !����S'
�� ?>��> � ���  �D��+� �� �A�- �A���,� 
�� �� �G��, !����.�F E��, �� 	
�   .
>�  

�S�3>�?�  ?���5)Exceptionalism( �S�, ��! 7�i �� ���� #g�  ��
     �� ����� � 9��3%, !��"
�8  
$, *��7�� �8 ��%$ ! 7������?� �(, ��4�� � ������D   ����� ��� � ���� .��F�! � ��.� 

��%� �O�? ���� * >�>�?  ��� �, C�,���3? �AF �  ?�, ����, !9�>   ��F��  ( Madsen, 1998) 
 ?���5�+��,-��5�S�3>����� ��� �� �+��,- *     > ����� � ����� ���%� ����SN� �>�?  ��%3,�@   ��3A� �

7��,?  ?, S3/, � �S�? �� ��� ��� 9� .�D� j���H ' � �=� ��%��
7�= N�%3�� !�"? �%$N *? *
>�>�?DS"�7 *? ��13 � �! �1� ���  ��� � !9��> ��
   ?�, !9��>   .��S�(  MCevoy :2001). 

�5�S�3>�?�� ���  � [,�� �+��,- :" � 
>��5 ?, L[� ��,9   �>�  ������ 9� �S�?   m��(< �
�=�! ��5�S�3>� �6$> L�345 ������ 5 .�A� ��2���T   � ��+��,- 
�
�� ���  ��� �� �����  ��� �

���K� �� ��A� �� ��� �� 9� .�)3,�"�D? �S�3>�?� ����T �K�� �� �+��,- �+�-  ���SN ��8   ����
� �� � �, ���
 �(� �-��/  
A� �" 9� �– ��13 � .�7� � ?N�%3��  L9�� � m[�2� ��  ��"! 

��4��? – �� ��F 9� !�"��=� ���D 
>� �3A�T ��O��� �+��,-���� ����! �8 ,z��, ��
   ���2
��� �3>��2! ?, ��A� ��;�  $,��N) .�SF��*? 2002 ��S%�� ( �+��,- ���*��   � ����� �S�3�>� ��� 

� 9� �AS� �� ��=��� ���.�D �S�, �� � [�,)! �3A��� � ! ?%� (���� �� �� *��S  ���� �� �- ��+$�! 
�S�3>� m�(<?� ��@ 7��,? ?, �SS�T � �$%� 9��� ?, �� M<    ���2 ���R� � ���  .9�< �����
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�e �" �� ���(? �@7��	 � � �"��� �"9�, 9� u��2 �� �� �+��,- �6$> �+R��	 ��� ���   ��S�
?, � �5�� � �,�S�3>?� 34"�*: ��� �" ~'! ?, ��;�� �� "��*:  � [2�?  ) .
�>�Madsen, :. 

1998)� (�� ����w ?, #,�� �� L��2 ?, ��Ai� � �S� � �� �S� �> ��%�.��  �,9��    ��� M�$�3,
�+��,-
>.  

�� ��� ?, f�>� ��A� �� 
R5 ���� S��?   >�� :���< ���%3R5 �� 
�>�  ����2?   ��+��,-
� ��Oz� 
)��� �5� �%P3, .��6>� �[(�� 9� ?��"? �5! �i�w ����v?  � ��� 
>� ���   ��S�,

l �� �� ��,�- �� � ���� �+��,- ?���5 � ?���5 ��� L[�! ��,&"�8   ��+��,- ���,�- ����?�  ��
,- :��" �� ����A�����3v ��S3/, � 
��>�? ��� �- ���� ���> L�3��45 C���/���.�6 ���� � ����A� 

,���2����  � � 
>��� � ���
 L[� .�"�� � #��(, �� �"���� +=� ���# ?, �"�T   ��,� ��� ��
nS� 9� ��� ��� !�"��A� E
�  �� !���� #+F �� ?��A� !�" ��� ���� � ?$$%
�   ��� ?�$$%
� 

���  l7�S, 
���), ���' �� �6$> t�@� !�"     ��� 
���A� �� � .��F ��
��9�� *
7�5 ���  �5
��� ���� #+F �� !���F ��"�%� ��)�� ?F�'��7  #�$%
�       ��+��,� 
����), ��� ?�/6  8��

�����  ?, L[� �� 
7��        ���,&" ����  f��>� ��� �� ?���A� ��G�N �� !9�� �N��  ���


�� ��,- !�/"� �� ?��r !�"?' ��A� �� �+ #+F �� � �S� !@��    !��D�� E�� � �" !��5

.��345 ��,�� � �3>�� ��� �� � .���%� �$��(,      ��,� ���� ��� ������ ��;�� �[>� ��A� �� �� !�
	S���  #+�F �A�- 9� ?+� �� �F E��, �� ?g�"  ���5     ?�>��> �[�>� ���%3R5 
���(� � !

�� �$��(, ��%3R5 8� ���SN �6$> ��� �� .�SS� e?/$     w����9���� ���<� ��� ��%3R5 ��� �� ��� �"
�R
y,        � L[�.���....� q���P3>�� ��/+3�>�* #�/�> ?�R�* :�$i �� �$��(, ��k%" ?�-�  !�"

   �6$�> ����5�" ��� .9��/, �����       ���� 9� � ���� ����z� ... � *:�4�
���x,� *��%�3�>� *?�/$e
 �6$��> l�����, ����$N ����� � !����� !�����S� *8�����Y� $e����=� �����/ ����A� �� ?����r !�"

�[>�  ?,  .�F��� ����� ���D ���  ��+��,- .���3>� ?�  .���3�>� ���   �F9�� !��"?  � Q[�(�� ����� 
:" R� ���? R� � ��/+3>�? :$i � ��r�e 3>�@!  �R� �?  3�>��[    %$�4, ��� ���R���  � ....�
:" S���  ���"���F!  �F ��?  ���r ��?   �/$e C[(3�>� �?    #���(� �� Q[�(�� � 
�7�5���  
��      ��,� �����  ��S37�5���  :" !����� �6$> #��(,�� 
,��(, ��%3R5� ?/$e �6$> ��%3R5

���S� 9� ?+�       
��7�i �A�=
�� ���� ��"� ?�, ��=� �� . �F�� ?, ����, 	
�� ����� !�"
    :�" #���(,�� ���   ��2 
�"�, �R< �� ��%3R5�� ��� �� ?��,9 ��� �SF�� ?,���� �� �����

��' ��� .��� !�S� wG     !��"��/"�� ��g��� ��S,9��� �J�
�  ��� �"��v� �F�� �A=
�� #,�� ��
,9������ :�"��2 �- �� �A���, ��  ��  
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2. � ?v���� l�� � 	(� ��� � �"  

 ��,�P, 9� u�v34, !�A=
�� #$N  ��� {6>&' !�" �37���� ?="�  ����� ?,   ��
�(,��7
  ���
��9��� ����� !��� �� �S�,9 ��   .
4���  ��7�e �>�� .�F ��;�� ��,�� �� ?v���� #$N

.��� ��A, 	
�� ��� �%34,  � � ?��r !�"��=� ��
�� ��,�� � 9�  ��((),� 
>��   0��12
           ������ � n�S� ���,9 �� ����G 9� 
���%< � �- ��� ��$��(, � ������ Q[�(�� ���$N �+��,-

:��)� "�%" !�"��=7 !&���3>� �� !9������ !��� L[� � ����� !�  ?�, ����� ��$N �/���   �����
        ����� 	��@�7� ��� ���2 ���(� � 
��S,� ��R< !��� @�� ����� . �� ����� ������ .��� .��� ���
     � ��(6S, �� ���R� 
���(� *��R��P34, � ����%$4, �� q[3g� � ��)�� 
��(� *?3�S,� *?,���

�A/� 9� j�7�    ��� #���(3, ��,�� � ��� �N�%;, �� 
>� �32���' #�g��>� �� �$��(, � 
,��(,
!���� ��%3R5 �� �=��      ���%3R5 � ��4+� 9� ?���r �������      !��> 9� �6$�> ���� ��� ��$��(,

�����  wG !�3>�� �� *����    ��� ����� ��  .
>� .��� 
��(� �� ?=
�� !�P7 ?��%3R5 !�S�
��� � �O�3,   ��,�� � ��� ���F�� ?, �- �� �34���� ?��%3R5 	
�� 9   ���� ?S�� 	�' ���� ?,
��     �����, ��� ��S��"  
�7�� �"��2 ����� @�� .�S�-�� ��,�� � ���5 ���  	
��� ���� 
   ��"
?, ���� .��� 	"�� �� �- !�" E�>-� �S,��  

3.   	
�� 
����,  �� �" �� � �" w��  

��%3R5 ��� ��S� ��      ?�, �������� .���F�  ?$g��4, ��� ��((), *��,�� �� �"    �� ��A�- �����
�R
�, .�F�� ?, ����@5��� 
����, 9�e� ��37� �� ��/����� �� T��,�� 	
�� 
����, !�"   ���

����� #$N ��> {6> l ���� 	
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