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Rereading the place of wisdom in the body of Iranian architecture
through the combination of metaphorical beauty and purifying glory in
the Safavid period (Case Study: Chaharbagh School Mosque, Isfahan)
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Introduction: In Islamic thought, there is a necessary connection between art and wisdom. Of course,
this wisdom is based on the knowledge that has a spiritual nature. Therefore, an essential issue is
monotheism and unity for Islamic architecture and art. Divine names and attributes are manifested in the
universe. Attributes of similitude and purification are helping tools to understand the place of wisdom in
Islamic art and architecture. This manifestation in Ibn Arabi's mysticism is based on the combination of
similitude. As in the field of Islamic art, metaphorical-purgatory art has followed. Throughout the
history of Islam, Iran has always been one of the centers of Iranian art and architecture, one of the most
natural fields of its manifestation, especially in the Safavid period, which is the time of the intersection
of wisdom with stable mystical concepts in the Islamic period. The religious buildings of this period
were the most critical manifestations of mystical art in the Safavid era. These schools are the position of
essential ideological centers of the Safavid era.Along with mosques, they have been formed in such a
way to express the divine names and attributes with dazzling clarity through code and allegory. So the
purpose of this study is to explain the place of wisdom in Iranian Architecture. Taking from the
collection of metaphorical beauty of glorious purification in the Safavid period with emphasis on the
mystical attitude of Mohi-ud-Din Ibn Arabi. The mosque of Chaharbagh School in Isfahan, which is one
of the masterpieces of religious architecture of the Safavid period, was selected as a case study.
Methodology: This is qualitative research that has been done with a historical interpretive approach.
Data collection has been done through documentary and library studies. The symbolic beauty of glorious
purification has been read in the body of the Chaharbagh School Mosque in Isfahan.

Results: In the architecture of the Islamic period, light and geometry are semantic carriers that have
played an essential role in the manifestation of truth (in mystical vision) due to their symbolic and
allegorical role. Using the symbolic attitude resulting from the sum of divine similes and purifications,
the Iranian architect tries to create a monotheistic spiritual spirit in his work through the components and
simplistic forms of purification of semantic carriers (light and geometry). In all the physical organs of
the architecture of Chaharbagh School Mosque, including the entrance system, courtyard, and its bodies,
as well as the dome between metaphorical beauty of glorious purification, which uses light and
geometry as semantic carriers in the field of symbolic beauty. The components of transparency and
luminosity show color effect, fluidity (continuity), and complexity. The sphere of glory manifests the
presence of purifying divinity with elevation, static, symmetry, simplicity, and the space of centralism.
Conclusion: To show that the presence of truth in the Mosque of Chaharbagh School in Isfahan (in
mystical view) is a Combination of metaphorical beauty - purifying glory.
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