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The concepts of Li (principle), Qi (breath), and Ren (humanness) have a
special place in Confucianism. This paper referring to the Confucian texts of
the Book of Changes, Great Learning, Doctrine of the Mean, Book of Mencius which
due to their importance were formed by the Neo-Confucians as a collection
called the "Four Books", the interpretations of prominent Confucian
scholars, and the works of Neo-Confucians, tries to explain the mentioned
concepts, and while examining the origin of these concepts, to describe their
place in the Neo-Confucian moral-cosmological system. Neo-Confucianism
is a creative development of Confucianism and the result of its integration
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with the prevalent worldviews of Buddhism, Daoism and other philosophical
schools of the time. By the supremacy of the Buddhism and Daoism, the Neo-
Confucians were able to develop Confucian concepts and compete with the
common religions particularly Buddhism, in order to highlights the moral-
metaphysical system of Confucianism. In this way, they established the Neo-
Confucianism in the Chinese thought history, and by reviving the
Confucianism they increased its richness and once again made people aware
of the pure truth of this ancient tradition.

Key words: Confucianism, Neo-Confucianism, Moral-cosmological
system, Li, Qi, Ren.

y. China, with its diversity of ideas and various philosophical schools, is a
land that has been full of pure intellectual currents throughout its
tumultuous history. Chinese sages have pioneered the acceptance of new
ideas due to their spirit of softness and tolerance. They had the power to
combine new ideas with their old ones, giving them acceptable features.
Among all the currents of thought in China, that one which has had this
characteristic the most is the Neo-Confucianism, a new religion that
emerged from the confluence of ideas and their fusion.

Y. In general, what is known as philosophy in the world is mainly
associated with the name of the West; However, Chinese philosophy is more
ancient and in studies of Eastern metaphysics from a comparative point of
view is closer to Iranian-Islamic philosophical ideas in terms of subiject
matter and content. Confucianism as the dominant discourse throughout
Chinese history is a moral-political system that emphasizes the role of
human beings in achieving individual salvation and consequently the well-
being of society more than addressing supernatural issues. This religion
became a serious challenge during the widespread rise of Daoism and
Buddhism in China. The special emphasis of Buddhism was on the esoteric
dimensions of human nature, and the main feature of Daocism was the
emphasis on the mystical and supernatural aspects. In the Song era,
however, Confucianism had been reduced to a moral-social system that
spoke only of the human realm and its moral duties, and its arcane
cosmological teachings had fallen into oblivion. As a result, Confucianism,
which had previously lost its meaning due to the political abuses of the Han
rulers (206 BC-220AD) declined and people turned to the Daoism and
Buddhism to satisfy their spiritual needs. With the efforts of the Confucian
scholars of the Tang era (618-907 AD) to compete with the Buddhism and
Daoism, Confucianism was gradually revived and was finally able to survive
in the Song era (960-1279 AD) in a new form of Neo-Confucianism. Neo-
Confucians proved the unity of man and the world and made understanding
this unity a basic condition for becoming a sage (shengren).

v. In this paper, while introducing the Neo-Confucian concepts of Li, Qi,
and Ren, all of which previously existed in early Confucian texts, we explore
the Neo-Confucian worldview. First, the place of these concepts in Neo-
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Confucian thought is presented and then a picture of the Neo-Confucian
cosmological-moral system based on the mentioned concepts is presented.

f. Among the concepts of Neo-Confucianism, three concepts are more
important and it can be said that the structure of the Neo-Confucian
intellectual system is based on them. Although these concepts do not
contradict ancient Confucianism, the leading philosophers of Confucianism,
Confucius and Mencius, did not place such importance and emphasis on
these concepts. These three concepts are Qi, Li and Ren. Because Buddhism
were fused to the rational form of China during the time of Neo-Confucians,
it was impossible for them to ignore it. Thus, these Confucian concepts were
interpreted under the influence of the dominance of the Buddhist space.
During this period, the study and teaching of Daoist and Buddhist texts was
common for scholars, and almost all Neo-Confucians spent a long or short
period studying Daoism and Buddhism and were fully proficient in them.

0. Qi, according to early Chinese thought, is the subtle force that makes up
the universe, filling the heavens, the earth and the human body. The word,
which is equivalent to soul, cosmic soul, vital soul and so on, is a key
philosophical term that encompasses the emergence and life of beings, and
its philosophical application has a long history in Chinese thought. Qi plays
a minor role in classical Confucian texts and is rarely used, but in the Neo-
Confucianism it is one of the main categories for describing the material
world and the body, which was given a moral aspect and used to describe
and analyze human behavior. Qi, as the primary component of Confucian
cosmology, was such a pervasive and common concept that no one felt the
need for a precise philosophical definition of it until the emergence of Neo-
Confucians.

¢.  As for Li, in early Chinese thought, it was a fixed pattern, order, and
principle by which all phenomena and manifestations acted, and human
beings were required to follow it. To the Neo-Confucians, Li, like Qi, became
a metaphysical component in describing the world, and most of them
recognized Li as the transcendent principle of the universe. In addition,
based on the concept of Li, a school-of-thought called the Li School of Cheng-
Zhu (chengzhu lixue) was formed in the history of Neo-Confucianism, which
placed a great deal of emphasis on the Neo-Confucian conception of Li.

v. Another concept that is explained in this article is Ren, a central term in
Confucian thought, usually translated as humanness, humaneness, and
altruism. Before Confucius, Ren meant kindness and benevolence, but
Confucius expanded the meaning of the word. According to Confucius, this
word in the general sense is the moral ideal of man, which is comprehensive
of all virtues and is superior to all of them, and is the manifestation of a
Confucian sage. The Neo-Confucians further expanded the concept of the
Ren, changing it to love for the entire universe and unity with the world.
Moreover, for the first time a Neo-Confucian named Zhou Dunyi, based on
the concept of Ren, pioneered the Neo-Confucian proposition that moral
behaviors are inherently cosmic; So that later the intrinsic connection
between the realm of human morality and the cosmic realm becomes the
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basis of the Neo-Confucian school of Cheng-Zhu, and the elders of this school
explain the merger of man with the world through the concept of Ren.

A. In general, Neo-Confucianism were more successful than Confucianism
in establishing a moral education theory based on cosmology. For the first
time in the history of Confucianism, Neo-Confucians established the most
complete cosmo-philosophical system and, by giving metaphysical roots,
elevated Confucianism, whose most important component was political-
moral philosophy, to a higher theoretical level and provided ontological and
epistemological arguments for it and exalted the place of man in their
cosmogonic perspectives.
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